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This essay aims to evaluate the contemporary media representation of Islam and Muslim in western contexts using examples. 
The British media plays an important role within society. The overall view of Muslims through the UK media is that there is no commonality between the west and Islam. That a conflict between them is inevitable the reason is because Muslims are seen as threat to British values. Stories are factually wrong often distorted, exaggerated, or even made up sometimes. The language used is alarmist, used to scare the people. These types of reporting’s increases feelings of insecurities, suspicion and anxiety amongst Muslims and non-Muslims.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  'Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media', in , ed. by Julian Richardson Petley Robin (London: Oneworld Publications, 2013). p.xi] 

Richardson explains that there are clusters of words or phrases that refer to Muslims which is Islamophobia but in other countries and international organisations there are other terms. They are anti-Muslim racism, intolerance against Muslims, anti-Muslim prejudice, hatred of Muslims, anti-Islamism, anti-Muslimism and many more.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Robin Richardson, 'The Demonisation of Islam and Muslims - Concepts, Terms and Distinction', in Pointing the Finger: Islam and Muslims in the British Media (London: Oneworld Publications, 2013). p.1] 

Kabir argues, through the press negativities have been portrayed and because the media has portrayed them over and over again, it has created this ‘us’ and ‘them’ culture, the issue of stereotypical viewpoints regarding Muslims being viewed as barbaric or not compatible with western society.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Nahid Afrose Kabir, Young British Muslims (Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. Press, 2010). P.113] 

In some arguments it can be said that if Muslims are constantly being depicted in a derogatory manner, through media in reporting’s, images and headlines then the Muslim population will feel marginalised. On top of that the Muslim group cannot complain against statements against them because they are not classed as an ethnic group like the Jews or Sikhs. [footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Rusi Jaspal and Marco Cinnirella, 'Media Representations of British Muslims and Hybridised Threats to Identity', (2013) <http://hdl.handle.net/2086/8006> [accessed 11 August 2018].] 

The ‘us’ and ‘them’ characteristic are further observed in Britain as British Muslims are seen as opposite to the ethno-national in group.  This can be conceived between the Muslim world and the west. [footnoteRef:5]      [5: Jaspal and Cinnirella, '] 

The role of the media is open to discussion as 74% of the British public know nothing or next to nothing about Islam. Research from 2006 suggests that there was an increase in stories relating to Muslims and Islam but 91% of those stories were seen as negative, 84% was seen as likely to cause damage at a difficult time and intensity. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Chris Allen, A Review of the Evidence Relating to the Representation of Muslims and Islam in the British Media, (Birmingham: Institute of Applied Social Studies, School of Social Policy, ) <https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5p4CquuPdAhVDyoUKHbZ8Cg4QFjAAegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birmingham.ac.uk%2FDocuments%2Fcollege-social-sciences%2Fsocial-policy%2FIASS%2Fnews-events%2FMEDIA-ChrisAllen-APPGEvidence-Oct2012.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2fgLfLnwXDjNXikw9h67T3> [accessed 16 August 2018]. P.2] 

These types of stories would likely to have consequences such as increase in feeling isolation, suspicion and anxiety amongst non-Muslims. Further, more it would weaken the Governments measures to prevent extremism as these stories would increase insecurity among Muslims, cause vulnerabilities and alienation. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Chris Allen, p.2] 

The discrimination against Muslims would increase and it would unlikely tackle hate crimes. These types of stories would likely cause a barrier and the Government would find it difficult to see a successful community cohesion program. It would hinder the development of contributions from all members of society in informed debates and dialogues, this would see neither working together to maintain democracy and help the multiculturalism in Britain.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Chris Allen, p.2] 


Elgamri has catalogued major historical events such as the Rushdie affair, the emergence of the Taliban, 9/11 and the 7/7 bombings as well as the failed attempt in 2005.  He states that the media played a crucial part in influencing these and other major events.  He explains that the media has the power to depict in which ever manner they please.  Information can be distorted and shaped for the general public viewing. [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Elgamri Loc:34] 

It is important especially as Islam is the second largest religion in the world that they be depicted in the correct manner otherwise islamophobia is a natural process. However, it would be wrong to attack the national press as collectively because there are instances of fair reporting where both Muslims and Islam has been portrayed with positivity.  The real concern is reporting that is factually wrong and lazy that depicts in a stereo typical fashion.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Fleur Allen, Islamophobia in the UK : The Role of British Newspapers in Shaping Attitudes Towards Islam and Muslims, (2014) <http://repository.uwtsd.ac.uk/413/1/Fleur%20Allen%20new.pdf> [accessed 16 August 2018].] 

Many reports have raised alarms when there not need be, at times abusive towards Muslims. The portrayal as Muslims as just Muslims and not as members of society.  The press seems more concerned with the big stories about extremism, violence and terrorism.  These types of sentiment have led to attacks on immigration, asylum seekers, the welfare state and being politically correct.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Fleur Allen, 
] 

The media has been scrutinised for portraying continuous negative image of Muslims and Islam as a whole. Although media cannot be generalised as one because there are media outlets that report balanced views however, research shows that the vast majority of stories relating to Islam or Muslims as negative and harmful for society at large. There are some academics who hold accountable the media as playing a part in significant and major events around the world, and often has used one event and catalysed a discrimination against a group. Reporting’s of such negativity creates animosity, as well as demonisation of Muslims and Islam. There are some writers who believe the vast majority of stories are factually incorrect or even made up. This does not help the situation of the global world we live in today. The media has the power to depict a story in whichever fashion that suits them they have the power to change society at large. The question is will the media take responsibility to report correctly and balanced?
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