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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding children in Wales is setup by legislative framework at a national, local, and organisational level. This structure ensures the wellbeing, and protection of children throughout Wales. Key pieces of legislation and policies are, SSWBA (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014), specifically (Part 7). At a national level, SSWBA came into power in April 2016. Part 7 in the Act is focused on the support and protection of children and young people. Early intervention, through ensuring local authorities assess and meet the needs of children at risk or in need of care and support. Part 7 highlights the principle that the child's wellbeing is of ‘paramount importance’. It is essential to involve children and young people in decisions that affect their lives, through ensuring their voices and their views are heard (Part 7, 2023). Working Together to Safeguard People: Code of Safeguarding Practice (Welsh Government, 2022). The Code of Practice under Part 10 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, outlines practical guidance for professionals working with children and families in Wales. Through detailing procedures and principles for safeguarding. This code stresses the need for a collaborative approach, encompassing multiple agencies to ensure that children receive the support they require (COP, 2022).
Children Act 1989 and 2004, established the principle that the welfare of the child is paramount. It sets out key definitions and principles such as, the duty to investigate and intervene in cases of suspected abuse or neglect. The Children Act 2004 builds on this by creating the role of the Children's Commissioner for Wales, whose primary purpose is to promote and protect the rights of children. Relevant sections for safeguarding: Children Act 1989, section 47, a duty on local authorities to investigate cases where they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm and, the Children Act 2004, Section 11, places a duty on public bodies to have regard to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. (Law Wales, 2021).
In Wales, local authorities are responsible for national policies and ensuring the safety of children. Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASHs) are in place to coordinate information and joint decision-making between agencies, ensuring early intervention in cases of child abuse and neglect. Local Safeguarding Children's Boards (LSCBs) are vital at the local level. They develop and oversee local safeguarding policies and procedures, through making sure that agencies work together effectively to protect children. Also, LSCBs undertake serious case reviews, to learn from past incidents and improve practice.
Organisations such as healthcare providers, schools and charity organisations are legally bound to follow national and local safeguarding policies. They must develop and maintain a safe environment for children, and immediately report concerns. Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 is a framework for organisations and professionals to adhere to when dealing with children and young people with safeguarding concerns, in assessing risk and implementing protective measures (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2020).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The UNCRC reinforces child protection in Wales. Wales encompasses the UNCRC into its domestic law, ensuring that children's rights are upheld, “Children and young people aged 18 and under, have the right to be safe, to play, to have an education (article 2)” (Children's rights in Wales, 2022).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The legal framework for safeguarding varies considerably, adults are safeguarded under the SSWBA, while children are protected predominantly under the Children Act 1989 and 2004. With assessments in adult safeguarding, an individual's capacity to make decisions about their own care and support needs has significant importance. Children assessments emphasise and consider their development, family, and environmental risk factors. Both adults and children can be at risk of abuse or neglect, the types and indicators of abuse can vary. Children do not have the right to put themselves at risk.
Looking at the differences between safeguarding with adults and children in Wales. There are several differences. Adults are encouraged to advocate for themselves, while children may require advocacy due to their developmental stage in life. In adult safeguarding, the individual's consent and choice play a significant role in decision-making. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) applies to people over the age of 16. The best interest of the child take priority, usually involving parents or guardians in decision-making, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This is a declaration of children’s rights, international human rights treaty. (UNICEF, 2023). The Convention has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life. For example, article 9, children must not be separated from their parents unless it is in the best interests of the child.
Age and capacity are the main difference comparing an adult and child. Safeguarding in adults belong to individuals aged 18 and older, while safeguarding in children's work focuses on those under 18, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, provides the legislative structure for safeguarding children in Wales. The Children Act 1989 outlines a duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote a child’s welfare. In general, adults are considered to have capacity unless legally proven not to have capacity to make a specific decision, compared to children who are seen as dependent and in need of protection. Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines, assist professionals working with children to balance the need to listen to a child's wishes along with the responsibility to keep them safe (NSPCC, 2022). The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) applies to people over the age of 16, however the Court of Protection can make financial decisions on behalf of children. The advance planning provisions and the Deprivation of Liberty safeguards do not apply to under 18’s (Cardiff university, 2023).
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