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This report is all about the Crown Prosecutor role and identifies Crown Prosecutor related tests which is used to conduct charging decisions. Crown counsel examines each case individually to determine whether or not it satisfies the Ministry's screening criteria. Crown attorneys will only bring charges if there is a good chance of success at trial and the prosecution serves the public interest. 
[bookmark: _Toc128043446]Role of a Crown Prosecutor 
In England and Wales, criminal matters investigated by the police or other agencies are brought to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) for prosecution. The CPS is autonomous; our judgments are not subject to review by the government or the police (Nationalcareers, 2022). It is Crown Prosecutor responsibility to ensure that those who commit crimes are held accountable and that justice is served wherever feasible.
The Crown Prosecutor-
· chooses which cases to pursue in court
· decides whether charges are warranted in more severe or complicated situations
· consults with police during preliminary investigations; gathers evidence
· presents cases in court
· gives information, aid, and assistance to victims and prosecution witnesses.
Independent, impartial, and unbiased prosecution is essential. Crown Prosecutor attorneys must adhere to the Crown Prosecutors' Rule of Conduct while choosing whether or not to file criminal charges. This implies that prosecutors need to be certain that there's enough evidence to charge a person for a crime and that doing so is in the public good before filing formal charges.
The CPS does not conduct preliminary inquiries into criminal accusations or choose which cases to review. Every case that the police or other investigators bring to CPS must be reviewed by our prosecutors. We provide sound legal counsel at the outset of investigations to aid in the formation of solid cases or to pinpoint situations in which a suspect should not be prosecuted (CPS, 2020). When faced with claims of domestic violence, prosecutors may find themselves in a difficult position. This guidance provides guidance on what to do when a complaint does not wish to assist a prosecution. It explains what to look for to figure out why a complainant could change their mind and what to do next, such as moving on even without their support when other evidence is sufficient (CPS, 2018). It lays forth a variety of considerations that might be useful when weighing the public interest and deciding whether or not to impose fees under certain conditions (CPS, 2020). 
Some of the other Crown Prosecutor role are-
· Crown Counsel are attorneys who serve as public prosecutors. Crown Counsel do not take in cases on behalf of specific victims.
· Crown Counsel act as representatives of the Attorney General of British Columbia in legal proceedings. The Attorney General is in charge of all criminal prosecutions within the province, since it is a duty outlined in the province's constitution (GOV, 2020).
· All violations of the Criminal Code of Canada and provincial regulatory violations in British Columbia are prosecuted by the Provincial Crown Counsel and any appeals from those convictions are heard by the Supreme Court of British Columbia (GOV, 2020). Cases involving violations of federal law, such as those involving drugs or taxes, are prosecuted by the federal prosecution service.
· When the government has a case to make, they turn to Crown Counsel to deliver their case. They have the accused person take the stand so that they may give testimony, provide evidence, and explain the nature of the offense to the judge and jury (GOV, 2020). 
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When a crime has been reported to the authorities, prosecution may officially commence. After that, we collect evidence to determine what occurred and who was responsible, and we interview potential witnesses to corroborate our findings (CPS, 2021). After collecting evidence, the choice of charges and the prosecution procedure are the two most important steps before the first hearing (CPS, 2021). A person accused of a crime might be held in jail or given bail before being brought before a judge.
In a criminal case, the decision to press charges is reached when there is enough evidence to support indictment on each count. It is up to the police or the Crown Prosecution Service, depending on the nature and gravity of the crime, to make this determination (CPS).
Charging of youths: The goal of diverting juvenile offenders away from the judicial system is to reduce the likelihood that they will reoffend. In most circumstances, it is in the public interest to bring charges, but there may be exceptions when doing so would be counterproductive (CPS, 2019). Due importance must be paid to an interest of the public test and the CPS legal guidelines on youth offenders in cases where there's sufficient proof to demonstrate a realistic prospect of conviction (CPS, 2019).
Evidential stage: Each suspect must have sufficient evidence for prosecutors and police decision-makers to believe they have a reasonable chance of convicting them of each crime (PPSC, 2014). This involves assessing whether or not a judge or jury would be more inclined to convict the suspect after hearing the evidence presented, taking into account the influence of any potential defense or information put out by the suspect.
Public interest stage: In cases which pass the evidential stage, the decision maker must go on to consider the public interest stage. They must balance factors for and against prosecution carefully and fairly, decide how important each factor is in the circumstances of the case and make an overall assessment (Frederick and Stemen, 2012). Each case is unique and must be considered on its own facts and merits.
Threshold test: A preliminary evaluation of the evidence may be done under the Threshold Test when a suspect in police custody poses a significant bail risk if released but not all of the information in the case is currently available. That way, the police won't have to use the Entire Code Test before charging and bringing the person before a judge. Any decision to file charges under the Threshold Test must be reviewed often by prosecutors Novascotia (2002). The evidence should be reevaluated on a frequent basis to make sure the allegation is still suitable and that continuing to oppose to bail is warranted. As soon as is practical, and certainly before any custodial time constraints expire, the Complete Code Test must be applied. The MG3 and MG3A forms are where the individual should document the choice to charge CPS (2015). The Threshold Test should not be used as a rapid way to get a charge judgment and get offenders before the court. A suspect should be investigated thoroughly and the Whole Code Test applied before being released on bail.
Postal requisitions and postal charging: Rather of having to go through the trouble of presenting evidence to a judge in order to have a summons issued, postal requisitioning might be employed instead. In suitable instances, the charging procedure may be delayed or perhaps eliminated altogether by releasing the suspect on unconditional police bail pending a charging decision (College of Policing, 2013).
Every case that is sent to prosecutors by the police or other investigators is thoroughly reviewed. Prosecutors are required to take into consideration any new information as the case progresses, making review an ongoing process. This includes any new information about the defense's case, any further reasonable lines of investigation that should be explored, and the receipt of any underused evidence that may weaken the prosecution case or aid the defense case. Caution should be used when deciding how to close a case, since doing so might damage the victim's rights under the Victims' Right to Review program. If the prosecutor is thinking about dropping charges or reopening the investigation, they should get the investigator's input first. While prosecutors and investigators collaborate closely, the CPS ultimately decides whether or not to proceed with a case.
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When the requirements of the Code for Crown Prosecutors are met, a public prosecution (by the CPS or other public prosecuting body) may be initiated. In an ideal world, private prosecutors would adhere to the Code as well. For example, if a private prosecution fails to meet the evidentiary and/or public interest requirements, the CPS may intervene and use its discretion to end the case.
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