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Which project option are you taking? 8,000 word project:     

	NAME: Kieran Davies

	8,000-words 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The epidemic of violence against women and how effective police interventions and police positive actions are in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence crimes.

INTRODUCTION:

The dissertation examines the epidemic of violence against women and if police actions are positive in reducing victimisation. I believe the topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because it questions police positive actions in repeat victims of domestic violence cases and how effective they are. Domestic violence crimes in the United Kingdom have increased by 37% between the years of 2018 and 2023 (Oxley and Lipscombe,2025) and many of these effect repeat victims of crime.

Despite ongoing policy changes, police positive actions and campaigns from police and other organisations, repeat victimisation remains high as research suggests that 17% -59% are repeat victims (Weir, 2024), raising important questions about the effectiveness of police responses. 

This dissertation research is relevant because it explores how police interventions such as police positive action policies, police services, training and multi-agency partnership contribute to breaking cycles of abuse and protecting victims. This dissertation is an opportunity to critically review the gap between policy and practice.

Academically, it draws upon established areas such as criminal justice system, accountability in the police and offers evidence from supportive organisations giving a strong theoretical foundation. Ultimately the aim is to contribute to ongoing discussions around improving the criminal justice system to domestic violence cases and have better effectiveness of safeguarding victims of crime.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To identify the gaps and challenges of police actions and improving the outcomes for the victims

· To assess the effectiveness of police interventions in reducing repeat victims of domestic violence in women

· To examine the current policing policies and procedures and how they are used 

· To identify if there any disengagement from domestic violence victims with the police



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Violence against women in a domestic violence incident is an ongoing and serious problem in the United Kingdom and the world. The World Health Organisation recognises that an estimated 1 in 3 women have been subject to either physical or sexual violence in their lifetime (World Health Organization, 2024). This raises serious concerns of ongoing social problems. Research shows that many victims experience repeated abuse (Weir, 2024), known as repeat victimisation which highlights the needs for effective police interventions. Police officers have a duty to take positive actions when dealing with domestic abuse incidents to collect evidence and make arrests but when arrest is not necessary, interventions must be used where possible. These can vary from removal of the perpetrator to prevent breach of the peace, domestic violence protection notices/orders, public protection notices and non-molestation orders to protect victims (College of Policing,2018). Research shows that police attendance is vital and fundamentally important to install trust and confidence in the policing process, ensuring that victims are likely to feel safe and report future incidents (Davies and Barlow,2024). 

However, other research suggests that police responses can be inconsistent, and some victims feel let down, unsupported or don’t support police action (Bates et al, 2025). Overall, the literature suggests whilst progress has been made, more needs to be done to ensure police actions truly reduce victimisation (H M GOVERNMENT, 2022).






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The proposed research will target 15 Police officers on an online survey from Google Forms to ascertain their experience in responding to domestic violence incidents and if they deal with repeat victims of domestic abuse. The survey will look to find officers views on current police interventions and police positive actions in order to reduce the repeat victimisation in domestic violence and the challenges the officers face responding to domestic incidents. 

The survey would understand if the participating officers feel they have adequate training in relation to domestic violence and to find out if they could benefit from any further training to assist them in dealing with domestic violences incidents. 

The survey will be used to identify patterns and needs from response officers and to identify any barriers. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
My intention is to use a general questionnaire. The questionnaire will be made and sent to participants by Google Forms. Google Forms have a wide range of features to assist with confidentiality such as options to not collect email addresses, only allowing the participant to complete one submission and an option to complete the questionnaire without signing in with personal information.

The number of participants will be recruited will be 15 Police Officers and will be contacted through Police internal emails and Police communication pages.

The research will involve element of description. The description I would require for the research will be if they are currently a response officer, whether they are male, female or other and their age. This description will be relevant to the discussion I will be researching and the conclusion.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I have considered all avenues of research and there will be no ethical issues whilst completing this dissertation. 

	TIME SCALE:
I have considered the time scale in relation to my dissertation, and I purpose I will complete the following titles by the dates given.

-Literature review – 26/01/2026
-Methodology – 09/03/2026
-Analysis of results – 27/04/2026
-Finding and conclusion – 01/06/2025
-Final Dissertation project – 29/06/2025
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