CREATIVE WRITING PART THREE
LESSON 3:
KEROUAC and THE BEATS

Suggested topic for exercise:

Jack Kerouac on Desolation Peak

(This is optional – you may choose some other topic from this subject area)
Kerouac is best know for his novel On The Road which was written in 1951 (famously typed onto a large scroll without a break) and published in 1957. It became the bible of the emerging Beat Generation and some see it as anticipating the youth revolution of the 1960s. (The often conservative Kerouac didn’t see it like this at all).

So much about Kerouac is myth. It was said that On The Road was a piece of non-stop writing that was never corrected, rewritten etc. This is not the case. Neither was it the case that he lived “on the road” for the years he claimed to. In fact, some of this time he lived with his mother. The book is really about his car journeys with the young man who was, perhaps, most responsible for the values of the Beat Generation and whose own writing style (though he published very little) greatly influenced Kerouac – Neal Cassady.

Before you rewrite, try to avail yourself of some examples of the writings of Kerouac and Cassady.
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