
REVIEW AND DISCUSS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE INDEPENDENT OFFICE FOR POLICE CONDUCT IN UPHOLDING THE LEGITIMACY OF THE POLICE.
UNDERSTANDING POLICING



The Independent Office for Police Conduct previously known as The Independent Police Complaints Commission, often look into and investigate the more severe and complex cases and accusations regarding the police force. When analysing more about what happens during an Independent Office for Police Conduct review and the alternative potential conclusions to whether it upholds the legitimacy of the Police (Anon., 2019). Many sections of policing investigations are particularly crucial to learn from. The research and the investigations that the Independent Office for Police Conduct do that help provide an exclusive understanding into policing of these areas and how they uphold legitimacy of the Police as a whole (Anon., 2019).
No one in society can imagine life without the Police. They are different from other aspects of Government control as the can use coercive force legitimately (House of Commons, 2013). Before the nineteenth century, there were local representatives in England called constables who were liable for keeping the peace. Men took the post for one year; they would each take it in turns for this role and it was unpaid. However, if a member of the general public observed a crime, they were supposed to sound the alarm then all men were supposed to help by catching the criminal. This strategy was called hue and cry and this strategy was stopped in 1827 (LAMBERT, 2019). Before this there was no such idea as a police force. Then in London from 1663 there were paid night-watchmen. Many local towns also employed night-watchmen to patrol the streets, in the late 18th century. In the Meantime, in London a magistrate called Henry Fielding formed the Bow Street Runners to keep up with the law. After this happened Sir Robert Peel formed the first official Police Force in 1829.Before this many people were worried the Government would use a full time Police Force to oppress the general public. However, since then the Government reformed and required all communities to create their own Police Force. Following this the Police Federation was formed, and the first Policewoman was appointed duty. Since then, there has been numerous improvements to technology and intelligence on forensics, so this has brought Police Forces to where they are today (LAMBERT, 2019).
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act was first established in 1984.The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) was created to have codes of practice to protect the general public’s rights and to regulate and ensure police understood their powers (Home Office, 2013). The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) set out the balance between the right of the public and regulating police powers, it is highly important to continue to maintain that balance. To maintain that balance is one of the main purposes the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) was proposed (Home Office, 2013). Since the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) there has been various revised consultations to bring the Police and Criminal Evidence Act up to date with today’s society (Home Office, 2013). The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) helps with major aspects of a police investigation and enables it to run smoothly. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) is in eight different categories labelled from “A” to “H”. Each individual category help arrange with various police duties (Trevelyann, 2019). 
Since the development of the police there has been speculation of certain misconducts. There are many examples of misconduct from the police and where the Independent Office for Police Conduct previously known as The Independent Police Conduct Commissions, have had to intervene. Some examples of different police misconduct include malicious prosecution, the use of excessive force and false arrest (Anon., 2019). Some famous police cases of misconduct would be the Hillsborough Disaster and the murder of Stephen Lawrence Case. Firstly the Hillsborough case was the worst disaster in British history of sport, this involved a human crush at a stadium football match. The Hillsborough Disaster occurred on the 15th of April 1989; Liverpool fans were crushed to death in the stands through overcrowding. It was later acknowledged that the pens were overcrowded by almost double the estimated safe capacity. The authorities process to dealing with the disaster was slow and horrifically co-ordinated. The co-ordination of the public services was poor and there was a lack of admittance to the grounds due to the police claiming crowd disturbance (BBC, 2009). The police were criticised for failure of control outside of the grounds and also failure to close pens even after exceeding the capacity to lead to the human crush during the pens by Lord Justice Taylor (BBC, 2009). Despite the ongoing report, the director of public prosecutions decided not to proceed with criminal charges to anyone involved. This was a massive police cover-up which is also a type of misconduct and mis-justice to the general public. Enquires into the cause of death deemed the multiple death were seen as accidental. Many families then tried to get a new campaign. There was then a documentary of the Hillsborough Disaster there was an order of scrutiny of evidence by the Home Secretary, Jack Straw (BBC, 2009).
The murder of Stephen Lawrence is another case which demonstrates police misconduct racially. Stephen Lawrence was murdered as he waited at a bus stop with a friend by a gang of white youths during an unprovoked attack. Following the attack, a slip of paper was found with suspects names on. However, police do not start monitoring on said suspects until four days after. The friend identifies suspects in a line-up but is deemed unreliable. The Crown Prosecution Service drops charges against suspects (BBC, 2018). The Crown Prosecution Service refuses to prosecute the suspects because of insufficient evidence. The Met Police Commissioner Sir Paul Condon apologises to the Lawrence family when he appears admitting there had been failures. Police confirm new forensic evidence has been brought in for investigation in the case after a police review (BBC, 2018). Gary Dobson and David Norris are to face trial over the murder of Stephen Lawrence following the review of new forensic evidence. The Court of Appeal decides there is enough new and substantial evidence to allow Gary Dobson's acquittal to be suppressed. The trial of David Norris and Gary Dobson begins. The jury hears that Stephen's DNA was found on both the defendants' clothes.  Both the defendant’s found guilty of murder at the trial into the murder of Stephen Lawrence (BBC, 2018).
The purpose of the Independent Police Complaints Commission was to give the general public pride and reassurance in policing measures. From the Independent Police Complaints Commissions inclusion in the Olympics to making sure the assurance of everyday police presence on the street (House of Commons, 2013). The Independent Police Complaints Commissions main purpose is to improve public trust in policing by making sure that justice is accomplished where the police are accused of any kind of wrongdoing. It accomplishes this does this by looking over the functioning of the police complaints scheme; considering appeals where that a police investigation has got it wrong (House of Commons, 2013).
The Independent Police Complaints Commission often failed to hold the police accountable for their wrongdoings. To be able succeed the Independent Police Complaints Commissioner need the resources to do a better job. For years, there has been a drastic need for a reform in order to uphold the legitimacy of the police (Jones, 2016). The Independent Police Complaint Commission is funded by the Home Office and is a public body. One of the most major problems the Independent Police Complaints Commission faced was not being provided with reasonable funding or resources to succeed in justice for the people (Jones, 2016). Highly harmful to public opinion of the Independent Police Complaints Commission has been its dealing with a large quantity of debateable cases, However, the Independent Police Complaint Commission was limited to handling and overseeing investigations and depended on the police forces to perform the investigations themselves (Jones, 2016). Sometimes, the procedure has often been criticised for taking a long period of time to conclude investigations. The investigation taking a prolonged period of time is not fair on victims and their families, not to mention on the accused officers. Some police officers appear to have avoided disciplinary action by resigning or retiring before the Independent Police Complaints Commission finished its investigation (Jones, 2016).
The Independent Office for Police Conduct was renamed from the Independent Police Complaints Commission. The change to the name is a part of the great reform of The Independent Police Complaints Commission, the new leadership will provide a greater reassurance to the public. The Independent Office for Police Conduct have the same roles as the Independent Police Complaints Commissions had like dealing with misconducts of the police force (GOV, 2018). In England and Wales, The Independent Office for Police Conduct exists to put confidence in the public in the police’s complaints system if there is a misconduct. The Independent Office for Police Conduct can also sometimes deal with allegations and appeals (GOV, 2019). The Independent Office for Police Conduct is ensuring misconducts like the Hillsborough Disaster and the murder of Stephen Lawrence will not happen again in the United Kingdom. 
Police officers are merited with privileges that can take away people of their independence, their wealth and even their lives and it is important that the public have belief that those prerogatives are not mistreated. The Independent Office of Police Conduct previously known as the Independent Police Complaints Commission, is trying to accomplish being capable of providing the kind of effective scrutiny that is necessary to encourage that confidence in the general public (House of Commons, 2013).  
The Labour party announced the reform of Independent Police Conduct Commissions to the Independent Office of Police Conduct. The Labour party used such examples like the Hillsborough Disaster as a valid reasoning for this. The reform is needed for the failures and cover-ups in the Hillsborough Disaster case (Travis, 2012). There was a much-needed reform for the Independent Police Complaints Commission. The new name for this organisation is called The Independent Office for Police Conduct. The new organisation will be led by a director general instead of several commissioners which makes the ongoing stability of each case more reliable to the general public, the director general will be appointed by the Queen (Press Association, 2016). Theresa May announced this change after reviewing the Independent Police Complaints Commission and deemed it in need of a reform. Theresa May stated: The bill will develop on reforms the Government have already introduced and ensure the police complaints and discipline systems simpler and more robust for the general public to be able to see that more clearly. It also includes facilities to increase the prerogatives and independence of the Independent Office for Police Conduct. it needs to be more streamlined, more approachable to the public, and improved to be able to cope with the cases it is taking on (Press Association, 2016).
Police forces rely on public interaction and assistance to maintain people are the safest and reduce crime rates in the area. The police forces will only accomplish this if the general public has faith and trust that people will be treated with equality and respect by the police force (HMIC, 2017). Police forces actions that are alleged to be unreasonable, impolite or dishonest are particularly destructive to public confidence, so this is why it is essential for police forces to prevent this inferior practice. Where misconduct does apply, police forces must act quickly to examine and deal with any allegations appropriately, and must be seen to do so efficiently and honestly (HMIC, 2017). 
Looking at most accounts there has been a long-standing decrease in the general public’s trust in the police in the United Kingdom, with significant outcomes in terms of communication, social solidity and apprehension around crime rates. Demonstrated by various sources, this decrease may be linked to those social procedures that have weakened the trust in almost all institutions (Ben Bradford and Jonathon Jackson, 2012). But exact problems that have been produced by the police have also played a role. Different indignities started to become apparent in the 1960s. They have proceeded to exist in the present day (Reiner, 2000). Most everyday policing on the streets is held up to an escalating amount of scrutiny and deliberation. This has been assisted in recent years by constant access to mobile communication technology, that this can demonstrate police activity and enable it to be more visible than ever before. It is apparent that the police forces in the United Kingdom are less reliable now than the police forces in the United Kingdom were in the 1960s. However, comparing the police forces in the United Kingdom with other public organizations. The police force maintains a massive level of public confidence in comparison (Ben Bradford and Jonathon Jackson, 2012). 
The Independent Office for Police Conduct is described as the well needed reform of the Independent Police Conduct Commission, many people have agreed this is well overdue. However, in what way will it change the police complaints system of the future. The Government have changed the leadership of this role, increased the powers the Independent Police Conduct Commission lacked before (Donoghue, 2018). The Government have also increased the use of the technology of today and have a user-friendly website and influence the general public on social media. The Independent Office for Police Conduct looks over the police complaints system and sets standards on how the police deal with various misconducts in England and Wales. These days, the Independent Office for Police Conduct have more authority and responsibility, they are able to keep more public bodies in check of their misconducts to improve efficiency and public co-operation in the future. These new powers have been established from the Policing and Crime Act 2017. Following this reform many people believe the system will uphold the legitimacy of the police (Donoghue, 2018). 
 
  In conclusion, the definition of police misconduct refers to illegal activity or inappropriate measures taken by police officers. Police misconduct can range from discrimination to causing difficulties to prevent the course of justice (Content Team, 2017). Unfortunately, there will always be police misconduct in the minority, the aim of the Independent Office for Police Conduct is to uphold the legitimacy of the police and ensure the officers who are seen to have misconduct are dealt with fairly and appropriately (Tankebe, 2014). This will uphold the legitimacy of the police in the future and lessen the chances of misconducts like the Hillsborough Disaster and the murder of Stephen Lawrence repeating themselves. The key term Legitimacy is now a permanent topic in policing of today. The weight of the evidence from researches is that public opinions of police legitimacy are built in the fairness of the techniques police engage in their interactions with the general public. The term Legitimacy has been found to change legal agreement and the general public’s enthusiasm to assist the police to tackle crime (Tankebe, 2014).
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