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“The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system” Discuss the extent to which the above statement is correct.

In the English and Welsh justice system, the police play a crucial part in keeping society peaceful and in balance. They go beyond their duty to keep communities safe by actively preventing crime and reducing fear. This assignment will look at how important the police are in the justice system, looking at laws such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and how cases like R v. Sang to understand how these laws shape what the police must follow, and how their actions affect fairness, individual rights, and the harmony of society. 
The police play a significant role within the English and Welsh justice system, as they have the powers to arrest individuals, to search people and property, to enter buildings and to seize objects. Many of these powers are included in the piece of legislation known as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE). PACE is known for providing the balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public. The PACE Act 1984 contains legislation relating to the process of criminal investigation in England and Wales, applying the principles of justice, honesty, and workability during the process of an investigation, protection of an individual’s rights, and the police power for search and arrest. Within PACE there are Codes of Practice which provide guidelines for the police on how investigative processes should be conducted. The Codes are divided into eight main sections, A-H and refer to contacts between the police and the public during certain police power exercises. 
The powers of the police regarding stop and search procedures are outlines in the PACE Act 1984 Codes of Practice. Under Code A, officers are required to record public encounters during a stop and search. Section 1 of the PACE Act 1984 gives officers permission to search individuals, vehicles, or related items if they suspect that they may find any stolen property or prohibited articles such as weapons, or any connections with any theft or criminal damage. In addition to this, Code A claims that a police officer must meet a legal test based on reasonable grounds for suspicion, under the power of PACE and section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. Under Section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994, police have the power to stop and search an individual upon reasonable belief that they are carrying dangerous weapons or that an incident involving violence will take place. 
The police have a power to detain an individual who they believe to be involved in a crime or to prevent a crime, which can be with or without a warrant that is issued by magistrates that includes the person’s name and the crime committed. Section 24 of PACE states that a constable can arrest an individual who is about to commit an offence or is in the act of committing, and who is suspected to commit or about to commit an offence. Whereas a person other than a constable may wish to arrest without a warrant someone who is in the act of committing an indictable offence or suspected to be committing an indictable offence. According to Code G section 2.1, for an officer to lawfully arrest an individual it is key that the person is suspected to be involved or attempted involvement in the commission of a criminal offence and reasonable grounds for believing that the individual’s arrest is necessary. 
Ensuring that there is a fair and lawful treatment for suspects lies at the core of the English and Welsh justice system, where the police’s powers meet the need to protect the people’s rights. Code C covers the detention, treatment and questioning by officers to a suspect under arrest. A suspect can be held in custody for 24 hours, this can change if it has been either extended under section 42 of the PACE Act 1984 which goes to 36 hours. Under section 43 and 44, magistrates can extend this further with the longest someone has been held is 96 hours. Section 76 of PACE, which can be seen in the case R v Mason (1988), emphasizes that confessions that are extracted under oppressive conditions cannot be used as evidence. This is an important rule that ensures confessions are done fairly, without mistreatment, it is a crucial step to keep the justice system honest and fair. When a suspect is in custody, they will meet a custody sergeant who has the job to ensure all legislation and codes are upheld. The individual in custody has many rights according to Code C.
A suspect must be informed of their rights to a lawyer, if they are not then the police breach Article 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 which states the right to a fair trial. The police have a duty to respect people’s rights by safeguarding them from unwarranted searches. This is an important part of ensuring fairness and respect in law enforcements. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Article 8 and Code B of the Codes of Practice both mention the power of justice to authorise entry and search premises if reason to believe that an indictable offence has been committed and that there is certain material on the premises that are likely to be relevant evidence. During a search, an officer must have documentation for the search, any items that have been seized, and the legal basis for the search. The police can search a specific premises (a specific premises warrant) if there is reason to believe that the items will be significant value to the investigation. They can also carry through a search for any premises that were owned or controlled by an individual who was connected to an offence (all premises warrant). Article 5 of the Human Rights Act 1988 states an individual has the right to their own personal freedom, meaning they cannot be detained without good reason. The officer must tell them that they are under arrest and for the crime they think that they had committed or been involved in all in a language that the individual can understand. 

Police officers engage with many cases and crimes a day, varying from petty offences to heavy crimes such as homicides or drug-related incidents. Their experiences mean they often find themselves being a witness in a courtroom, recounting the events they dealt with firsthand. Stockdale and Gresham (1995) did a study where they explored the accuracy of witness testimony as a police officer. They had discovered that officers struggled with remaining calm whilst being challenged and controlling their emotions, which would impact the credibility of their testimony. 
According to Joining the Police (2020), a police officer is expected to present “clear and accurate evidence in court”. Once they are in court, officers face intense scrutiny especially during cross-examination. The position they hold as law enforcers means that their testimony is hit with many questions, evaluating its accuracy and consistency. A police officer’s credibility in courts holds immense weight as they have the status as guardians of the law, which can have an impact and challenge their testimony. The judge or jury will carefully weigh the statement given by the officer while considering their expertise and evaluating their truthfulness. 
However, despite the pressure a police officer feels when in the witness stand and the stress that comes with it, their firsthand knowledge helps establish key points that influences how judges or juries perceive the situation. Their honesty shapes the case’s narrative and affects the final decision of the case. 
The changes in how the police are held accountable have been quite significant. In the past under Labour, they had introduced partnerships between local communities and the police, along with bodies like the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC). However, there is a push to make policing more local by electing a Police and Crime Commissioner rather than police authorities. It would be an innovative idea to put more focus on the community and making sure that officers involved are accountable to the locals. Perhaps reorganizing the forces to make them work better together could be more efficient. 
The role of the police within the English and Welsh justice system holds the most power granted by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), which aims to keep things fair between what officers can do and the people’s rights. There are rules called the Codes of Practice in which helps guide them on how to complete a stop and search, how arrests should be whilst ensuring that everyone is treated fairly. 
However, the role of the police can be difficult at times, such as being in court as a witness. This highlights the importance of the police in the justice system as their testimony is what shapes the outcome of a case. In the end, the police have a big and important job. They must keep things fair whilst enforcing the law. The changes that the government are making aims to bring them closer to the community, but keeping things fair and honest in the justice system remains extremely important. 
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