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[bookmark: _Toc23525573]Section 1 – Introduction

The ability to critique your own work is a valuable asset in the world of engineering. No matter how well something has gone, whether it be a physical part created or a piece of research, there is always something new to be learnt in order to grow as an engineer. During this report I will be reflecting on my foundation year, going through three of my assignments; assessing what I did well as well as what I could improve on to further my studies and on top of that better my general knowledge in engineering. 
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[bookmark: _Toc23525575]Section 2.1– Introduction

This aim of this assignment was to create a technical poster detailing an advancement in the past 50 years that has had an impact in motorsport. For this, I chose the vast aerodynamic changes in Formula One over the last 60 years as this has been a gigantic change to the face of not only Formula One but to the entire motorsport world. On top of this, aerodynamics is a big interest of mine and at the end of this degree my dream would be to end up working in the aerodynamics department of a motorsport team, making this the perfect opportunity to show off my current knowledge of aerodynamics as well as growing my knowledge of this area of motorsport.

[bookmark: _Toc23525576]Section 2.2 – Positives

The feedback for this assignment was very positive with an overall grade of 85/100. The assessor said that ‘the poster flows well and gives a good oversight to the developments. It is clear you have a good level of understanding. There is also some good analysis included’. 
I agree with the comments made by the assessor as I feel that I found a good amount of credible references using the resources available to me in the library as well as using the internet. These references paired with the paraphrasing skills I had been taught during the Academic Writing lectures enabled me to write flowing and coherent sentences, whilst also not plagiarising the research at the same time. 

[bookmark: _Toc23525577]Section 2.3 – Negatives

Despite the overall response from the assessor being quite positive, there are always negatives to be learnt from. I felt that the poster is quite word heavy as I found it difficult to write concisely whilst keeping all the necessary points in. On top of this, I have noticed that the poster has a few minor pieces missing, for example an author photo and reference numbers. Looking back, I did not proofread this assignment and therefore did not see these missing parts. 

[bookmark: _Toc23525578]Section 2.4 – Conclusion

Overall, I would say this assignment was a success. The poster flowed well and showed a high level of understanding but for future assignments, I will need to proofread them either myself or get someone else to do it to ensure that mistakes like the ones mentioned in section 2.3 do not happen again.
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[bookmark: _Toc23525580]Section 3.1 – Introduction 

The aim of this assignment was to create a technical poster about a technical advancement that will affect the motoring world in the next 50 years. For this, I chose the introduction of hybrid and electrical engines into the world of motorsport. With the growing climate change problem posing a threat to the validity of motorsport, the industry must respond with changes to make itself more environmentally friendly and therefore I thought this would be the perfect topic for this poster.

[bookmark: _Toc23525581]Section 3.2 – Positives 

On a whole, the response to this assignment was quite positive. The mark for this piece was 79/100. The assessor said that ‘it is clear that you have thought about the topic well. This leads to some clear analysis from which you have been able to pull some conclusions as well.’. As well as this, the assessor said that the poster is ‘supported very well with references and in text citations.’.
Much like the technical poster in section 2, I was able to find good references using the library’s resources and the internet. Any argument I did make was backed up well by reliable sources allowing me to give a fair and honest review into the use of hybrid engines in motorsport. 
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Despite a large number of positives, I felt that I could have still done better. The poster is too word heavy as I again found it difficult to mention all the key points I wanted to make whilst also keeping my sections concise. On top of this, I didn’t invest as much time into this poster as I did the poster in section 2. This is because, as mentioned before, I am heavily interested in aerodynamics and because of this put much more time into that poster and therefore this hybrid engines poster does not feel as in depth as the one in section 2.

[bookmark: _Toc23525583]Section 3.4 – Conclusion

In conclusion, this assignment was a success with a high grade being obtained. The arguments made were all backed up using trustworthy references giving a fair review of my chosen topic. However, in the future, I would spend more time on this piece to ensure that it is as in depth as other assignments I have done.
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This assignment was an experimental report that aimed to find the acceleration due to gravity using a simple pendulum as well as proving that the period for one oscillation of the pendulum is proportional to the square root of the length of the string. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The final mark for this assignment was 81/100, with the assessor’s comments being quite positive. I felt that the report had lots of good references from credible sources that helped me back up my calculated data and prove what I needed to. On top of this, I felt that I was able to conclude this assignment well, with clearly made points and some in depth analysis properly prove the aim of the assignment. 

[bookmark: _Toc23525587]Section 4.3 – Negatives

Moreover, there were also bad areas of the assignment. The structure of the report is poor, with certain information in the wrong places as well as some information not really needing to be involved at all. This disrupted the overall flow of the report and in places made the assignment confusing. 
I could have been a lot more concise in areas as well, for example the background information section. Throughout the report I am talking far too in depth about the topic and by the end of the report I am well over the given word count, which instantly drops marks in the assignment.
Finally, there are a few places where I could have used more references to back up my points and in certain area’s I have missed citations all together. This is most likely down to not proofreading my work thoroughly enough, allowing for these errors to slip through. 

[bookmark: _Toc23525588]Section 4.4 – Conclusion

In conclusion, I feel that I did well on this assignment with everything needing to be proved being proved. However, for future assignments I will need to work on my structuring and proofreading to be able to write a clear and consistent argument in order to not confuse the reader. 
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Overall, I am happy with my first year in university as my assignments were completed to a high standard and my assignments came back with high marks. I feel that I was able to show my current knowledge in motorsport whilst also showing that I am learning more and more about the sport using the lectures, library and the internet. 
I do also feel that there is more to learn. Over the three assignments I reflected on in this report a trend did appear. I need to proofread my work much better to avoid the small mistakes I have been making in my assignments. On top of this, I need to work on my ability to properly structure an essay in order to obtain even higher marks in the future. Despite this, I am proud of what I have achieved so far, and I hope to keep this going into the future. 
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