Welsh Reflection

General experience of using Welsh in teaching practice. 

Incidental Welsh
Within PTE1 I used incidental Welsh in a variety of my lessons. When entering the classroom I used basic greetings in Welsh, such as “bore da, prynhawn da, shwmae, croeso” to greet learners. I also ensured that when conducting the register, learners were to answer in Welsh by saying “yma,” when learners answered in English I would say to learners “yn gymraeg os gwelwch yn dda.” Within my lessons I used a number of basic commands followed by the English translation. I used commands such as, “edrychwch, esiteddwch, gwrandwech, dewch I mewn, dim siarad, dwylo i fyny.” 

I believe that using spoken Welsh is important as it helps develop learners confidence to use the language in a range of contexts. I believe it is important for learners to hear confident adults speaking the language effectively and it also encourage learners to do so themselves. This also runs well alongside the Government incentive to ensure that there is a million Welsh speakers within Wales by 2050.  

Below are some examples of feedback within my learning journal of teacher commenting on my use of Welsh within the classroom: 
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Welsh Sessions in University 

During the course of the PGCE programme the University put on a variety of Welsh teaching sessions in order to help develop Welsh language skills. These sessions focused on a range of different areas of the Welsh language and helped improve my confidence and understanding of the language. These sessions were extremely helpful as I took a number of what I learnt within these sessions into the classroom and into my teaching practice. 

Welsh Sessions in School 

Within my first placement every other Tuesday the school put on a “teacher tips” session after school. These sessions were set up in order for professionals to share resources, materials and various other teaching methods they have found helpful and influential within the classroom. One of these teaching tip sessions focused on using incidental Welsh within the classroom. The session was taken by the Welsh department and a number of resources were given out in order to help improve Welsh skills. The session also went over a number of common words and phrases that are commonly pronounced wrong.
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