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Needs Analysis for the City of Nottingham
This needs analysis will assess the need for the implementation of a specified project within the city of Nottingham. According to World Population Review (2018), Nottingham is a city situated in the East Midlands in England in the county of Nottinghamshire. The population of Nottingham is only around 306,000 due to the small borders of the city. However, if suburbs and urban areas are included the population grows to around 733,000. Nottingham is a very heterogeneous community with residents from all kinds of backgrounds. The issues discussed will include the rise in knife crime, social mobility and ethnic diversity.
Population Breakdown
(See appendix 1)
As seen in appendix 1, according to Nottingham Insight (2017), the ratio of males to females is fairly balanced. Around 166,000 of the population of Nottingham are males and around 162,000 are females. The working aged population (people aged 16-64) of Nottingham is approximately 230,000. Approximately 37,000 of the population are over the age of 65. Much of the remainder of the population is made up by citizens aged between 0-17 (around 67,000). This information along with appendix 1 suggests that Nottingham has a relatively young population. The mean age in Nottingham is 34.8 and the median age is 30. My personal experience of the city supports this; from what I have seen, people of working age are well represented in the areas I have visited.
Employment
(See appendix 2), (See appendix 3)
According to NOMIS – official labour market statistics (2017), between January and December of 2017 there were 31,200 non-working households in Nottingham. This accounts for 28.3% of the population. This report also stated that 24.8% of children in Nottingham are raised in non-working households.
According to Dryden (2018), Nottingham is one of the worst places to live in terms of employment and pay with £486 being the median weekly wage for Nottingham citizens. According to The Office for National Statistics (2018) (See appendix 3), the national average weekly wage in October 2018 was £528. This suggests that those employed in Nottingham are being paid less than the national average.
Ethnic Breakdown
(See appendix 4)
From personal experience, I know that Nottingham is very culturally and ethnically diverse with people from all backgrounds, ethnicities and religions. NOMIS (2011) break down the population into ethnic groups (at this point the population was 305,600). Great British (English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish & British) make up 65.4% of the population with 199,990 citizens. Citizens of mixed or multiple ethnic groups make up 6.6% of the population (20,265). There are 40,039 Asian and Asian British citizens. This equates to 13.1% of the population. Black, African, Caribbean and Black British citizens account for 7.3% of the population (22,185). Finally, other ethnic groups make up 1.5% of the population (4,493). For further breakdown see appendix 4. From personal experience I have noticed the vast range of ethnicities within Nottingham in comparison to the small town in which I was raised. Although I have never personally observed any hostility between members of different ethnicities I know that there are sometimes conflicts between the various communities.
Religious Breakdown
As well as a broad range of ethnic groups, Nottingham also contains a wide range of religious faiths. NOMIS (2011) also break down the different religious groups within Nottingham. Out of a population of 305,680, 57.4% have stated they follow a religion. This equates to 175,548 members of the population. The most widespread religion in Nottingham is Christianity. 44.2% of the population identify as Christians. This is 135,216 members of the population. There are 2,051 members of the Buddhist religion in Nottingham (0.7% of the population). 4,498 citizens stated that they are members of the Hindu religion (1.5% of the community). 1,069 report that they are part of the Jewish religion (0.3% of the population). 26,919 state that they are part of the Muslim religion (8.8% of the population). 4,312 state that they are Sikh (1.4% of the population). Other religions account for 0.5% of the population (1,483 members). This religious breakdown also states that 35% (106,954) of the population are non-religious and 23,178 (7.6%) did not state their religion.
Social Mobility
(See appendix 8)
Social mobility essentially refers to moving up within society and to how easy it is to do this. The East Midlands in general performs poorly in terms of social mobility according to the authors of the Social Mobility & Child Poverty Commission with Nottingham in particular performing extremely poorly. Referring to appendix 8 it appears that both children and adults have poor opportunities to progress in society and education in Nottingham and that it is therefore a zone 4 city. Nottingham is classed as a social mobility cold spot. It is stressed that Nottingham’s social mobility is a serious problem. Specific problems include the educational outcomes for children from poorer backgrounds. There is clearly a real need for a programme aiding children into the working world from education. This would be considered a normative need given that Nottingham’s children are falling behind where they should be.
Secondary School Performance
According to GOV.UK, secondary school performance varies in Nottingham. The national average for children achieving grade 5 in English and Maths is 52%. In Nottingham certain schools achieved averages as high as 54% whereas others such as The Bulwell Academy average was 12% according to GOV.UK (2018). This is shockingly low compared to the national average. Another important figure is the percentage of children staying in education or going into employment post Key Stage 4. The national average is 94% according to The Department for Education (2017). Nottingham secondary schools’ statistics range from highs of 97% down to 80%, again in the Bulwell Academy.
Crime in Nottingham
(see appendix 5, 6 & 7)
UK Crime Stats (2018) break down the crime that occurs in central Nottingham. Firstly, crime will be assessed within central Nottingham (NG1 and NG2 postcodes). This area is around 8 miles squared. The population of central Nottingham is 71,912. In the month of November 2018 1,845 crimes were reported in this area. Out of these crimes 417 were described as violent crime by the Nottinghamshire Police. These violent crime statistics seem consistent throughout the months of the year. 16 weapons were confiscated in November 2018. This equated to around one every two days. This figure may seem insignificant but it is important to remember that this figure only represents the offenders who were actually caught. Other weapon related statistics are much more shocking. 26 robberies were reported in this month also. This is almost one every day. For all other crime stats see appendix 5 and 6.
Nottingham is notorious for its high rate of crime involving weapons within the UK. Although knife and gun crime does seem to be falling in the city it is still a prominent problem which needs to be addressed. Jarram (2018) states that in the year of 2017, 100 gun crimes were reported in Nottingham as reported by the Nottinghamshire Police.
Unlike the trend in gun crime, knife crime is on the rise in Nottingham (See appendix 7). A spike in knife crime can be seen in April 2016 according to Nottingham County Council authors (2018). After this date, knife crime is consistently higher throughout 2017 and 2018. It can be seen that knife crime in Nottinghamshire peaks in May 2017 at 90 crimes involving a knife. This equates to nearly three a day. Areas such as Bulwell and St Ann’s are notorious for such crime. It must be considered that this information does represent the whole of Nottinghamshire. However, most of these crimes do occur within the city. 57% of 487 knife possessions in Nottinghamshire occurred within the city and 58% of violent knife crimes in Nottinghamshire occurred in Nottingham.
These rates of knife crime seem especially high when compared with other counties and cities such as Gloucestershire. In Gloucester city centre there were only 41 possessions of weapons reported and confiscated between December 2017 and November 2018 according to POLICE.UK. This equates to an average of around three per month compared to sixteen per month in central Nottingham per month.
Although there are already knife campaigns within the city that I have witnessed e.g. ‘Lives not Knives’ there is still an obvious need to address knife crime in the city. Young people are often involved in gang activity involving weapons, especially in areas such as Bulwell, Radford and St Anne’s states Pittam (2018). The young/working population need to be informed about and protected from knife crime as they make up the majority of the population.

Child Poverty
According to Nottinghamshire County Council authors (2016) child poverty is a big problem across the UK with 19.9% of all children living in poverty. Many families cannot afford school uniforms, heating or social outings for children. The term ‘poverty’ refers to children who are part of families who receive less than 60% of the median income. Nottingham child poverty figures differ from area to area. The average in Nottingham is 14.7% which is below the national average. However, some areas such as Arnold have child poverty percentages as high as 28%. Therefore, in certain areas child poverty is a real issue. Contrastingly in affluent areas such as Wollaton the child poverty figure is 5%.
To conclude, this needs analysis has identified several issues in Nottingham as a community. In some areas of the city, educational outcomes are well below average and this may be contributing to the poor social mobility in the city. Other issues, too, such as crime and social cohesion between different ethnic groups obviously need serious attention. Ideally a community engagement project could begin to address some of these gaps.
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