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Dissertation Report

Dissertation question: ‘How medieval English rulers utilised the Christian movement within England during the years 596-1095’
Aims 
This Dissertation aims to discuss the relationship of Medieval England and Christianity through the evaluation of the way in which English kings have used Christianity for furthering their own aims such as political and territorial strength, from the years of 597 to 1095. Whilst displaying how Christianity was introduced, accepted, presented and later adored by England during this period.

With the dissertation focus being that of the ruler’s response in England towards the resurging Christian movement from 596, much of England’s wider response can be understood. By way of explanation, the individual ruler’s response would have both influenced and reflected popular sentiment of their subjects with due considerations and exceptions.
Methodologies
Methodologies used within this dissertation will be largely based on Documentary Analysis from key primary texts within the previously disclosed period of study. These works include the Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People, A. Savage’s Translation of The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles as well as a few selected poems such as The Battle of Maldon and Aelfric’s life of king Oswald in Aelfric’s life of saints. From these sources analysis can be drawn of the attitudes towards Christianity regarding its use by medieval rulers.
Through other readership arguments will be presented by key historians regarding the relationship of the Christian church and secular rulers during the medieval period, from early members of the debate to more recent scholars. Their published works will be extracted to discover their standing as to whether they agree that the church orchestrated or unintentionally allowed medieval rulers to use their conversion to Christianity to further their own aims of self-empowerment and those who agree that these medieval rulers may have had more genuine motivations behind converting. 

From analysing key primary sources and scholars these three elements will be explored in detail. That medieval pagan rulers were motivated to join the Christian movement through their marriage into powerful Christian households, also in order to further legitimise their rulership as divinely aligned rulers and for reasons of ‘divine protection’ in regards to  impending battles.
Amongst current scholarship, the following works have been selected.

Savage’s Translation of ‘The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles’ which will be used to give insight into the state of religious piety within England and how rulers utilise conversion and their Christian identity to further their own aims, of legacy, legitimacy and to booster moral within battle. Further primary sources will include the works of Bede, following Price’s translation of the Ecclesiastical History of the English people which will be used to craft an understanding of how St. Augustine’s mission progressed throughout England  leading to the conversion of rulers and the subjects they ruled. From current reading of Bede’s works it has become clear that conversion to Christianity was greatly unstable and depended largely on the individual ruler’s preference of either Paganism or Christianity, there are instances of a single kingdom switching religious prominence depending on the current ruler’s preference. These examples will be used to argue that the individual desire of rulers and their utilisation of Christianity played a large part in the establishment of Christianity and the church within England from 597 onwards.
Additionally the works Sarah Foot will used to form other readership, Foot being a prominent early medieval historian and academic, understanding her assessment of early Christian settlement within England for comparative measures, will be deduced from reading her more recent works, ‘Monastic Life in Anglo-Saxon England, C.600-900’ (2006) and ‘Bede's Church’ (2012).

Other key historians for comparative reference include Deanesly, having established several works surrounding the early medieval English church, she will be an appropriate point of reference, her works include, ‘Side-lights on the Anglo-Saxon Church’ (1962), ‘The pre-conquest church in England’ (1963) and A History of the Medieval Church, 590-1500 (1969). As well as Historian’s Moody and Norwich which will form part of the dissertations modern scholarship within the dissertation chapters both one and two which focuses on the early formation of Christian conversion. Of their works which have been selected to be used are, Moody’s ‘St. Augustine’s first footfall’ (2013) and Norwich’s ‘The Popes, a history’ (2011), other modern scholarship is to be later determined.
Progress of research

The progress of study so far has been engaging with the constant refinement of research aims and objectives the original topic of study being ‘the development of Christianity within medieval Britain’ however this being too vague and too generalised with the need to be focused. This was achieved with difficulty during topical discussions with the personal tutor the result having arrived at a specific span of time. The parameters being from the year 597, a key date of the resurgence of Christian sentiment within England, with the arrival of St. Augustine’s mission, the closing date of study being the year 1095, an appropriate time of transition of the church with the calling of the first Crusade by pope Urban II. 
In terms of the outcome of this dissertation, it will produce a clear concessive study of how the church progressed from a nation largely made up of heathens to devout Christians ready to fight overseas, this will be in relation to what motivations did the English rulers hold in order to make this lasting conversion that led to such cultural change. 

For this dissertation the process of research, draws on analysing the works and opinions of key historians tied to this period within Britain and those more specifically aligned with this area of study, to allow for base of knowledge and review of theological arguments within the assessment of how British kings engaged with the Christian religion. Additionally other forms of research include documentary analysis of primary source material, such as the works of Bede has been a fruitful venture. Though this has been marginally successful, some problems that I have come across with regards to obtaining a breadth of sources that are subject specific and are within the parameters of what period will be studied has been difficult. This has been further problematic due the nature of this research having poor survival of sources, for the distance of study from the present day. Additionally deciphering whether the source is appropriate, engaging with the research aims, as well as trustworthy has taken time. 
Dissertation structure
The first chapter will contain an analysis surrounding medieval rulers of England and their use of Christianity following St. Augustine’s mission to Britain from 597 onwards. An in depth study using primary material such as Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People will help explore what motivations may have lead to such a welcome of St. Augustine and his company as well as later conversions. Motivations expressed may include the argument that the presentation of gifts and knowledge by Augustine were appealing incentives to medieval kings, that by converting they were gaining powerful allies. Alternative temporal reasoning behind the early conversion of medieval rulers will be explored through sources including The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle such temporal reasons include the use of conversion to Christianity as part of a process to obtain godly favour and so have the ability to overcome an enemy, as seen in king Edwin’s case, during the year 626- his promise to convert and gift his daughter to the service of god, in exchange ‘that he might strike down his enemy.’

The second segment will express the utilisation of Christianity or Christian belief by English rulers following conversion. Investigating motivations that may have come from the idea that rulers were obtaining a greater power and ability of rulership beyond merely their own kingdom by aligning themselves with god. Whilst analysing later uses of Christianity in furthering king’s in their own legitimacy, such example may be found in the trend of rulers building churches and monasteries, from rulers such as Alfred the great who did so in light of his victory against the Danes, Edward the confessor. The argument that kings built them as a sign of their affection towards god as well as being a public statement of their divinity, for critically they were expensive monuments of a ruler’s success and dominance over the landscape. This segment details how rulers used Christianity in order to pursue their aims of legitimisation and dominance. In accordance with this objects such as the seals of …will be compare the how kings used Christian iconography in order to assess how kings utilised their Christian identity to further their objectives and public personas.
The third chapter will explore the ways in which Christianity is used as a tool by kings in order to inspire devotion of warriors before and during battle using both literary primary sources such as ‘Aelfric’s life of king Oswald’ in Aelfrics life of saints which displays the prayer and erection of a cross before battle in order to obtain success. Another literary source is the Battle of Maldon which displays the medieval sentiment of Christianity used to aid in the moral of warriors with the developing idea of divine protection expressed within the medieval literature. The concepts of Christianity used within battle to dictate success and to aid Christian forces throughout the years 597 until 1095 will be discussed within this segment with reference to early primary sources and critical events, such as Pope urban II speech. 
Conclusions from this research will be drawn on findings, through the use of current scholarship and primary sources, explanations for these findings will be attempted in the process of explaining ‘how medieval English rulers utilised the Christian movement within England during the years 596-1095.’
Originality
Following the research of comparative thesis surrounding the conversion and utilisation of the Christian church by English Kings, there has been gross similarity of these themes such examples includes Robinson, The geography of Augustinian settlement in medieval England and Wales.
However comparing previous scholarship majority of these studies do not cover the perimeters with which this dissertation takes issue with, only covering the latter half of the medieval period, instead of covering the initial conversion of kings following St. Augustine’s mission whereby this dissertation aims to cover. Additionally only few academic examples discuss the conversion by English kings or the state of Christianity within England during the late 6th Century up until the late 11th Century, these include Johnson’s PhD thesis, The priesthood in Anglo-Saxon England which explores ‘the life and work of priests in England between the arrival of St. Augustine in 597 and the reforming Council of Clofesho of 747’
 Johnson’s  research discusses the role of early priests in the conversion of the English which in some aspects parallels the themes, that are to be discussed in this dissertation. For example the state of conversion of kings following st. Augustine’s mission, however, this dissertation aims to discuss and analyse from the perspective of how kings use Christianity which Johnson does not discuss, therefore highlights how this research will obtain originality.
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