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Topic: Archaeology and Empire

            According to the Society for American Archaeology, Archaeology is the study of the ancient and recent human past through material remains. An Empire is a political construct in which one state dominates over another state, or a series of states - According to World History. Org. Colonialism, according to the Oxford dictionary is defined as the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically. The topic Archaeology and Empire was chosen to evaluate the influence of Colonialism on Archaeology and Empire, along with analysing the effects it has. Another reason why this topic was chosen, is to reflect on postcolonial approaches to interpreting and problematizing the influence it has on the chosen topic, Archaeology and Empire.   
Archaeology has many different aspects, there are different Archaeological sites, there are Features - archaeological features, are defined as an aspect of archaeology that can be seen in the ground but isn’t moveable like other artifacts, Examples of features can be walls, pits and even the Layou Petroglyphs in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. There are Eco facts – In archaeology, this is organic material found at an archaeology site that carries archaeological significance, some examples are animal bones, charcoal, plants and pollen. There are also Artifacts – this is any object made or modified by a human culture, individual or group. Normally, this is recovered long after it has served its purpose through an archaeological endeavour. In my understanding, an Archaeological site coincides with the placement of archaeological artifacts. There are many different types of artifacts, these include old cemeteries, art, stone quarries, villages and cities. Plant, animal and human remains, or leftovers help archaeologists to study how these groups lived, what they ate to survive, how they managed to survive in the past and even what their diet was like before our existence presently. The archaeological relationship between organisms and their surroundings, along with each location where an artifact is or was found has a detailed background that brings a different definition or meaning to each artifact found, this is mainly referred to as architectural context. 
Architectural context covers the empire & colonialism sector immensely because it gives researchers a huge boost on their search as to where to go to see the pieces or the burials of artifacts and the remains of persons, so that they can be retrieved and examined. Archaeology significantly coincides with the empire because archaeologists can study past ethnic groups -the way they were ruled, how they were governed and by who they were governed by, along with an idea of each group’s Hirachi, by simply using remains, artifacts, Eco facts or features. For example, the Aztecs, Mayans and Amerindians. Researchers can study their way of life through archaeological remains, these include specific combs for hair and pots for cooking. This includes what material these artifacts were made from, why they made them from the specific material – for example, pots from clay because of the longevity, effectiveness and the materials were right on hand, so they were easily accessible and easily made. Some of these groups mentioned play a significant role in our world now and why we are in the stage we are in – regarding growth and expansion of livelihood or simply how their way of life has a tremendous effect on our lives now. This is regarding the way we speak – including many different languages, the way in which each ethnic group talks, the tools we use, even the way we live and manage each household.
Colonialism has been countered to have political and aesthetical representation; it has been committed to globalization and global modernity, as well as being invested in reimagining politics and ethics from underneath imperial power, an effort that remains who suffers from its effects. It has been perpetually discovering and theorizing new forms of human justice from environmentalism to human rights. Colonialism can affect archaeology and empire in various ways, these are: wrongfully removing remains from archaeological sites; in this case the problem can surface when architects or researchers go to a specific area or country and remove their ‘prized’ possessions – this can be seen when researchers remove bones and bodies from old cemeteries; some cultures frown upon this and state that this is disrespect to the dead and they are meant to lay to rest – in peace and not provoked, Another instance can be when Archaeologists Force entry to examine remains; this can relate to earlier times where settlers were being ambushed for their properties and goods by larger countries, forcing them to stand in defence to survive. Cannons can be an example of remains, where some settlers used this as a defence mechanism– this now being a peak for archaeologists to use as research, however, some archaeologists may forcefully enter a space that is protected to research, and this can cause a problem which is colonially linked where initially rulers in the past forcefully retrieved objects without any permission. Examining remains without permission also remains a factor because, it coincides with the fact that in the past this was very prominent (stealing) and since then, there has not been many changes so this shows the vast effects too. Finally, removing artifacts without registering; this can be a massive problem and set back essentially, because if artifacts are not accounted for – it would be like a waste of search, just as if that specific part of history doesn’t exist to the present human eye.
According to the Oxford Dictionary, Postcolonialism is the political or cultural condition of a former colony. It was also highlighted by Masood Raja that Postcolonialism is the critical academic study of the political and economic legacy of colonialism and imperialism. Mainly focusing on the consequences of the control and exploitation of colonized people and their lands.  The postcolonial handbook written by Fane Lydon and Uzma Z. Rizvi and PDF by Stephen Williams, this handbook highlights the relationship between postcolonialism and Archaeology through a global survey of key concepts where archaeology plays a significant role in the identity of different countries – it basically shows the history behind each postcolonial artifact, it shows how ruling in the past affects authority now in the present times. The guidelines enable researchers and archaeologists around the world, it helps them to better understand the approaches. As mentioned by Neha Gupta in a report, the “Socio-Political” approaches can shed light on the political uses on Archaeology including maintaining “fundamental asymmetries” and justifying economic, social and political marginalization. It was said that these methods tend to underestimate the influence of changing geopolitical interests and alliances of newly independent states and the concurrent creation of “supranational “institutions and universal human rights in the after math of the Second World War. Regarding the many postcolonial approaches, many countries are merely affected by this, some countries are India and Asia. 
As mentioned by Jessica L. Nitschke and Marta Lorenzon, Architecture and the built environment should then hold a central place in postcolonial archaeology and especially the decolonization movement, which seeks to rebuild narratives of place through the empowerment of the underrepresented, despite the postcolonial critique for both archaeology and contemporary architectural theory. There has not been such a great impact that these two intersect. It was highlighted that understanding how and why some practices and goods were absorbed into the everyday lives of people, while others were ignored or rejected and how those objects or practices triggered processes of cultural entanglement and transformation. Developing the theoretical tools to accomplish this goal, and to enable a productive archaeology and colonialism, will require coming to terms with the issue of agency in the indigenous societies and abandoning teleological assumptions of inevitability that have underlain previous approaches. It was stated that the colonial encounter must be contextualized in the conjuncture of the different social and cultural logics of interaction and demands of different parties involved. Mainly because the significance of consumption to the construction of culture, material culture has repeatedly served as an instrument of colonialism. Focusing on the importance of consumption in constructing cultural and social relationships - not unexpected that goods have not only been appropriated but indigenized, they have been used by both parties in exchanges to attempt to control the other.
From the colonial perspective, improving their practice is now a part of the equation, for this was not emphasized in the earlier times – which gives archaeologist a higher drive to bring change. Making it more equitable and considerate to humans and their ill feelings towards archaeological practices. This is where some persons are sensitive towards the retrieval and examination of the dead and their remains– as mentioned before, it may be against their religious beliefs; for example: Christianity. This links to the empire where there are many new or coloured archaeologists who originated from ethnic and racial groups that were colonized, expanding on what is being explored in this field, how certain things are done, along with where it is done and insisting equality– as mentioned in the Sapiens article. They are now demanding that new areas are studied based on previous field restrictions in the past, this growth act can be referred to as racial development – In the book New Perspectives and Racial Identity, via an article published by Michigan State University – It states that racial development has been described as a dynamic development process that occurs over time; however, Racial development is about personal growth while racial identity is personal development that matures over time and is affected by personal, interpersonal, institutional and cultural environments. This goes hand in hand with the development of archaeological practices. 
As mentioned by Michael Dietler, the museums of northern Europe and North America are now filled with treasures of Greek and Roman sculpture, architecture, bronze works and ceramics as a result of the acquisitive urge that motivated the development of Archaeology as a means of bringing back the tangible relics of ancestral past. It was highlighted that we need to think not only the archaeology of colonization and the colonization of archaeology but also about archaeology of colonialism. It was indicated that give its role as the symbolic reservoir for modern colonial ideology, there is a an especially pronounced need for critical analytical scrutiny of ancient Greek and Roman colonialism by archaeologists. It also suggests that it is impossible to evaluate and improve upon current understandings of this ancient colonial encounter without situating approaches to the archaeology of colonialism with a simultaneous critical socio historical examination of the role that the ancient encounter played in both the development of modern European culture and the institutional context in which the discipline of archaeology was formed.
In conclusion, Postcolonialism, archaeology and empire go hand in hand to show the development of the archaeological field. Archaeology significantly coincides with the Empire because archaeologists can study past ethnic groups by simply using their remains from the past and it is also highlight’s the different races that can be archaeologically linked, this can include their daily survival practices in the past or their features (human looks or background). It shows how the Archaeological field has gained assistance from archaeologists, researchers, persons and ethnic groups that existed in the past and are currently existing today. It displays how archaeological practices are being altered and developed because of opinions and practices of others. There are mentions of the various sectors of Archaeology and how the relationship these sectors share with different organisms and surroundings. This piece also gives an insight on post-colonial approaches and how it affected countries in the past and even presently. The relationship between archaeology and postcolonialism through a global survey of key concepts where archaeology plays a significant role in the identity of different countries – it basically shows the history behind each postcolonial artifact, it shows how ruling in the past affects authority now in the present times. Although Archaeology is considered as a wide range of research, it is now being demanded that new areas are being studied and explored based on previous restrictions in the past, this is archaeological growth. 
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