Senior Fellowship
Supporting Statement Template

	Your Name

	Paul Wright

	Institution/organisation/other

	UWTSD

	Job Title

	Part Time Lecturer (former Asst Dean)

	Email address

	p.wright@uwtsd.ac.uk

	Your Fellowship Status (if appropriate)

	Fellow

	Relationship to Applicant

	Colleague and Former Line Manger

	How long have you worked with the applicant (insert dates)

	2011- to present.

	




Declaration
	
In submitting your supporting statement, you are confirming that the applicant’s submission relates to their higher education professional practice and that your statement is your own work and has been written specifically for this applicant. If the professional integrity of the supporting statement is in question it will not be accepted.

I confirm that I have read and agree with the declaration above.


                                                                              
 Date: 29/7/24
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Supporting Statement

Please provide your statement to support the applicant’s submission for Senior Fellow in the following section. You are required to comment on the applicant’s recent higher education practice, providing examples to support your statement wherever possible. 
Two sides of A4 will normally be sufficient for this category of Fellowship.
	
I have worked alongside Dr Peter Mitchell for over a decade and was his line-manager for several years.

Dr Mitchell has nearly 30 years of experience in Higher education and has worked at UWTSD Lampeter and one of its fore-runner institutions, as well as holding fellowships elsewhere. He is currently a Senior Lecturer in Early Modern English.


As Programme Co-ordinator for a range of under- and postgraduate programmes, Dr Mitchell led on the curriculum review, revalidation and implementation (A1, K5-6) of a range of programmes. This entailed careful and ongoing reflection on the impact of ‘block’ or immersive teaching (arguably, a particular challenge for text based academic disciplines) and a simultaneous move towards interdisciplinarity between a range of Humanities programmes, at both a programme and modular level (A1-4, K1-4, V1, 3-4). As part of this process, and in an ongoing commitment to the student experience, he has enhanced the use of resources such as the University Special Collections and Archives as a core part of the student experience (A1-4,K1-6, V3-4). His focus here on actively encouraging and enabling students at all levels to engage directly with primary materials in a meaningful way is highly commendable, and is, indeed, unusual at undergraduate level. 

At a modular level Dr Mitchell integrates his own research and wider knowledge of the scholarly environment in specific module content (A5, K1, V3-4). He is able to evidence in his submission, both in general and in the case studies provided, how he shapes this knowledge in an iterative and self-reflective manner, making active use of best pedagogical practice and methodologies (A4, K5, V4) – particularly the use of ‘guided discovery’, to support student learning (A1-4, K2-5, V1); and how this approach is appreciated by learners, and indeed colleagues, in formal and informal feedback (A4, K2-3, V1). The testimonials to the excellence and reflective nature of his teaching, of often challenging materials and topics, is noteworthy (A3, K3, V5).

He evidences, too, a clear reflective and self-critical awareness of issues at play when working with students from diverse backgrounds and levels of prior experience and attainment; and the need to take into account the specific needs of international students, particularly but not exclusively at postgraduate level. (A4, K3, V1-2) Linked to this awareness he clearly has, and continues to develop and reflect upon, appropriate and varied assessment practices which are informed by an understanding of the specific academic concerns of his discipline(s), best pedagogical practice (A3, K3-4, V3), and opportunities afforded by technological developments (K4). Here, his awareness of the need not only to make use of the range of opportunities offered by VLEs and other technologies but also to ensure that all students understand how to use them appropriately is highly commendable (A4, K3-4, V1).

The case studies provided give a clear insight into Dr Mitchell’s approach to integrating scholarship and teaching in a self-reflective and iterative manner, making use of appropriate technologies and the ‘guided discovery’ approach to teaching and learning he identifies as fundamental to his practice. 

Dr Mitchell’s work on The Special Collections research module can be seen as an exemplary case study in how to develop, deliver and continuously reflect upon a module which is clearly not only enjoyed by students but enhances their understanding of what might perhaps be  seen as  a dry topic, and, indeed, provides direct employment and other opportunities (A1-5, K1-6, V3-4). Here, Dr Mitchell clearly evidences how actively and iteratively he makes use of his expertise, research interests and ongoing scholarly networks (A1, A5,) to inform the content of a module which is excitingly interdisciplinary, academically robust, and makes use of a range of appropriate learning technologies (A2-4, K4).

Dr Mitchell’s commitment to reflectively integrating his own ongoing research and scholarly expertise in a range of modules (A1-5) is evidenced in the second case study. Here, in particular, he reflects on an iterative process of responding to both the demands and also the opportunities of interdisciplinarity as a process of ‘guided discovery’ for the learner (A2-4, K2-6), not least through careful reflection and planning of modular content (A1, K6), approaches to delivery (A4, K1-4, V1, V3 -4) and varied and evolving assessment tasks (A3, K4, V1, V4).

I have no hesitation in supporting Dr Mitchell’s application to be considered for Senior Fellowship.
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