Encyclopaedia entry-Hinduism within the United Kingdom.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: This encyclopaedia entry will concern itself with the beliefs, practices, history and association within the United Kingdom. It will be found in the Religion chapter of the publication within the subsection of Eastern religious traditions.

Introduction. 
Hinduism is a major world religion commonly placed within the main four world religions originating within the Indian sub-continent and comprises of several different belief systems alongside philosophy and ritual. Whilst its name is relatively new according to scholars its roots and customs can be seen dating back more than 4,000 years, however as there is no strict founder or charismatic leader it is difficult to trace its exact origins. According to statistics, over 95 percent of the Hindi population reside in India. (Editors, 2018) 
The term Hinduism having been coined by the British within the first decades of the 19th century was not the original name for the religion, as was common at the time, British scholars named and compared the religion to the established Christian doctrine of the time. The term itself is most commonly used by those in Northern America and Europe had has since been adopted by many as the name of the religion.  It is believed however that there may be other influences to the term such as the Persian translation of Indian هندوستانی or the corruption of the word Sindhu referencing to the river Indus where many practitioners resided. (B.A, 2014)  
Since the 19th Century practitioners have reacted to the term in numerous ways, whilst some embrace the namesake, others will adopt the term "Vedic religion" with the term Vedic referring to not only the doctrine within in the ancient texts named Vedas but also as a way of life. However, others again will adopt the term Sanatana Dharma which translates as “eternal law” emphasising the timeless significance and transcendence of the religion and its teaching. (Buitenen, 2019) 
History. 
Hinduism’s early history can be seen as under much debate within scholars due to the religion encompassing numerous traditions which may individually be traced back thousands of years with some practitioners claiming the revelation is eternal. Whilst Hinduism encompasses various beliefs and practices, its history can be seen as closely entwined with that of social and political developments. 
Within Hinduism, the notion of time can be seen to differ to that which is seen today. They believe time is cyclical, eternal rather than bounded within a set frame of time, therefore, challenging the secular belief of human progression. (Flood, 2009) 
Whilst early historical Hinduism is difficult to determine, its timeline can approximately be divided into seven sections each with its own historical significance :
1. Pre 2000 BCE- Indus Valley Civilisation
2. 1500-500 BCE- The Vedic Period
3. 500 BCE- 500 CE- The Epic, Puranic and Classical
4. 500-1500 CE – Medieval
5. 1500-1757 CE- Pre-Modern	
6. 1757-1947 CE British Period
7. 1947 CE- Independent 
Discovered by Sir John Marshal in 1921, the Indus Valley civilisation centred on a river near modern-day Pakistan developed from approximately 200 BCE however its origins may have been established earlier. (Flood, 1996) Its development was urban in nature similar to Mesopotamia which was also discovered around the same time. Cities within the civilisation which have been excavated include Mohenjo-Daro discovered by R.D.Banerji IN 1992 (Kenoyer, 2019) at their peak, these civilisations will have been home to approximately five million. The religion present at the time is little known, however, evidence suggests the involvement of temple rituals, bathing and animal sacrifice. Scholars argue a number of terracotta figures were present alongside images of a possible deity surrounded by animals suggesting an archetype of Shiva, a deity today associated with Hinduism (Flood, 2009)
The Vedic period represents a second urbanisation period whose name derives from the Vedas, sacred texts utilised within Hinduism which originally were transmitter orally until the end of the Era. (Flood, 2009) The early religion of the time centred around the many gods or devas sacrifice and a communal meal. Each of these practices were aimed at specific gods or goddesses with their specific roles within nature. (Flood, 2009)
Bhagavad Gita which is part of the Mahabharata an ancient critical text of Hinduism was alleged to be written within the Epic, Puranic and Classical era, whilst its official authorship is unclear, traditionally the accreditation of its authorship is given to Vyasa who according to scholars was more of a legend than historical figure similar to Homer as depicted within ancient Greek theology. (Violatti, 2013) Within this time the belief of Dharma becomes more prominent whilst the sacrificial element begins to diminish although not completely. In its place, the practice of Puja a form of devotional worship arose alongside elements of the Hinduism commonly known today with the development of poetic literature and the traditions of Vaishnavism, Shaivism and Shaktism. (Flood, 2009) 
Within the medieval period, the major temples associated with the earliest years of the movement are recorded to be built such as the Temple to Sri Brahadeeswarar in Tanja alongside many others, each of which was associated with its own deity belonging to the religion.

Within the Pre-Modern period, alongside the spread of Hinduism in the south the rise of Islam reached India and its territories. Muslim political power arose within the nation leading to those practising Hinduism being largely excluded from public life and the destruction of many temples. (Editor, n.d.) 
British occupation of India brought much change to the nation, with its original hands-off approach to the culture eradicated by the arrival of missionaries and scholars in the 1800’s the attempts to westernise and Christianise India caused many to retaliate and feel the need to defend not only their religion but a way of life also. (Editor, n.d.)Therefore, causing an arise in leading Hindu figures as Mahatma Gandhi to assert the importance of national identity and consequently becoming instrumental in the string of nationalise and missionary spirit which aided Hinduism in its grown to what is seen today. (Flood, 2009)
Since the partition of India in the late 1940s and the associated bloodshed further embedded the notions of India being a nation of Hindu religion. These tendencies, whilst continued to modern day have also become instrumental in the attempt to save some of its most historic sites such as the Babri mosque which according to practitioners was built over the birthplace of one of its most important deities- Rama. (Flood, 2009) 
Within the twenty-first century, the nature of Hinduism has changed. With the migration of many Indian people to the United Kingdom from 1960 onwards, the religion became more widespread and available with the travelling of Gurus from the East to Western civilisation. From the 1970s to present day movements such as Transcendental meditation Yoga and Puja have become a part of every-day western culture, either as a form of exercise or mental calming technique.

Beliefs and Practices. (festivals and community)
“Given the diversity in Hindu belief and practice, it is nearly impossible to define such a thing as ‘the Hindu belief structure’ in the singular” (Warrier, 2007) Therefore below will be outlines of two specific popular beliefs and practices seen within Hinduism today. 
Karma Samsara and Moksha
In order to understand the meaning of karma, first, we must outline the belief of reincarnation within Hinduism, therefore the belief that life is infinite with a continuous loop of life, death and rebirth. This cycle is called Samsara. Within Samsara, multiple layers can be seen each representing a different form of rebirth depending on an individual’s actions within the previous life. These actions are called Karma.
Broadly the word Karma means cause and effect, it is this belief within Hinduism which governs an individual’s life. Therefore, allowing the individual to have a direct impact on their re-incarnation into the next life. However, this is not the sole purpose of reincarnation, within Hinduism, the ultimate aim is to break free of the wheel of samsara and achieve Moksha, a state of liberation. The aim is met through inner discipline and therefore creating a detachment from the affairs of mundane life, therefore seeking a form of spiritual enlightenment. (Editors, 2006)
Atman and Brahmin.
Hinduism places much influence on the essence of the self and the universe, therefore Brahmin and Atman each represent a portion of this. Brahmin concerns itself with the essence seen within the universe, whilst Atman concerns of the self, similarly to that of the soul seen within Christianity. (Warrier, 2007) Commonly the Atman and Brahmi will be treated as a duality, therefore, each individual soul is believed to be from the same reality. In essence, one may not exist with ought the other as they are part of the same system. (Warrier, 2007) (Jill, 2019)
Data and Ethnicity. 
According to the 2011 Census, Hinduism is the third largest religion practised within the UK following after Christianity AND Islam there are 816,633 Hindus within the UK indicating a 0.44% rise since the 2001 Census which declared 552,421 members of the population registered as Hindu. (Centre, 2018) The movement of practitioners to the UK is not a recent phenomenon. With data suggesting early settlement began in the 20th century due to colonisation, three main waves describe the form in which the biggest movements took place in the years of 1947, 1960’s and 1970’s (Centre, 2018) following policies governments wishing to grow and strengthen its workforce and population. In more recent years hoverer, many have migrated for employment purposes due to their higher level of education and subsequent lack of jobs within the home country. (Warrier, 2007)
Temples and Organisations. 
1989 was the list of officially registered temples and places of worship with England and Wales in the year 2015 increasing from 109 in 2000. However, whilst the temple is often the focal point for religious identity and community (Warrier, 2007) the numbers provided by The Hindu Council of the UK varies from that of the official statistics. (Warrier, 2007) They list 161 temples and 423 organisations, community groups and outreach projects. In a list provided by the National Council of Hindu temples, over 30 temples are situated in London alone however the list may not be comprehensive as it depends on a registration needed through the organisation alongside a lack of updated information since February of 2012. (WebAdmin, 2012)
Whilst a number of movements are popular within the UK with some promoting mixed membership and others drawing a primarily Indian devotional following. It is the work of Gurus such as Mata Amriitanandamayi  and Sathya  Sai Baba which draw the attention of many westerners alongside the ISCON movement (the International Society for Krishna Consciousness) and Transcendental Mediation movement each of which place emphasis on different aspects of Hindu teaching, charismatic leadership and miracles similar to that which is seen within different Christian denominations and New Religious Movements (NRM)

Discrimination. 
According to a report conducted by the Runnyme Trust, Hindu groups and organizations within the UK are at a systematic disadvantage of discrimination due to lack of public information and understanding of the religion. (Berkeley, 2006) Paul Weller a Lecturer from the University of Derby stated in his book: 
“Neighbourhood traffic and parking issues continued to be reported as a problem. For example, a leader of the Hindu community told us that his time was not given permission or space for worshippers to park outside the temple during festivals – which occurred only a few times a year. By contrast, he drew attention to parking restrictions have been lifted every Friday for the local mosque and identified this as unfair. A Hindu woman in another field research location described problems with securing planning permission to build an extension and car park for her local temple. She contrasted this with the experience of Muslims who, according to her, had been allowed to build a mosque on 'each and every road”. (Weller, 2015)
Therefore indicating the discrimination seen not only through the public but the local council offices also.
Conclusion.
The major world religion which is Hinduism has over 1.08 billion practitioners and has seen a vast change since its establishment more than 4000 years ago.   Whilst racism and inequality is still something the religion faces within the UK slowly attitudes towards what is seen as ‘new’ are changing.
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