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Site
The ‘location’ I have chosen to research is not a singular location. While walking through Swansea, I often notice interesting architectural quirks on buildings, many of which have fascinating historical contexts. During my walks into town, I began noticing a high number of blocked-up windows on certain streets. These are a result of the window tax, which was introduced in the 17th century and remained in place until the 19th century (UK Parliment, n.d.). Some of these blocked windows had plants growing through gaps in the brickwork, which immediately caught my attention. I began imagining what could occupy the spaces where the windows once existed.
When we were given the task of identifying potential territories for a group exhibition, I thought back to these ‘windows’. I began imagining different ways of using them as an exhibition space for photography; by using vinyl, projection or sculpture. I was particularly interested in how these existing architectural features could be used to create a relationship between the artwork, the history of the building, and its surrounding environment.
In terms of accessibility, it is important to consider that these ‘windows’ are situated throughout many of the residential areas of Swansea and are predominantly located on privately owned houses. This means that permission would need to be obtained from multiple property owners, which could prove difficult and potentially limit the number of suitable locations. Additionally, some of the windows are situated on the second storey of buildings, meaning that appropriate safety measures and equipment would need to be considered and put in place. These would therefore need to be considered when deciding whether this idea could realistically be used for an exhibition.

Research
I already knew a small amount about window tax before beginning my research, but I had not realised why the system was introduced. According to letusfurnish.co.uk, William III introduced the idea of income tax when he became king in 1689. The general public viewed this as a “threat to their liberty” and opposed the idea. However, in 1696, William III introduced the window tax as different approach of taxing the public in Wales and England based on their income. (letusfurnish, n.d.)
“They suddenly found themselves being taxed on the number of windows in their home when King William III tried to overcome his subjects’ opposition to paying taxes.” (letusfurnish, n.d.)
As a way of avoiding large tax payments based on the number of windows in their homes, people began bricking up windows. This impacted the appearance of many buildings, so some people responded by painting “trompe l’oeil” windows to disguise the blank spaces (letusfurnish, n.d.). Although I have not seen examples of this around Swansea, the idea has inspired me to consider what I could create within the bricked-up windows if I were given the opportunity to use them as exhibition spaces.
The (literal) windows into the lives of residents of Swansea are now completely obscured, due to a tax law that was enacted centuries ago. Swansea still holds onto this part of history by keeping these aspects of the buildings. The bricks will most likely never be windows ever again, despite the tax law having been abolished in the 19th century (UK Parliment, n.d.); which I believe makes for an interesting space to exhibit work that delves into Swansea’s past. 
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Examples of bricked-up windows on Carlton Terrace, Mount Pleasant, SA1
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