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Activity. 
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Presentation Script 
Introduction. 
Prynhawn Da. Good afternoon. My name is Katie Taylor and welcome to my presentation on bilingualism. Article 7 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child also known as UNCRC States that every child has the right not only to a name but to also belong to a country (Children’s Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, no date). The main aim of this presentation is to gain a deeper understanding of bilingualism in the Early Years. Firstly, this presentation will explore the benefits of bilingualism and Welsh as an additional language also known as (WAL). Moving on to then identifying the effects bilingualism has on brain development and divergent thinking. Frameworks and policies that relate to bilingualism will also be acknowledged before concluding the presentation. 
What is bilingualism?  
Bilingualism is a contrasted term. According to NALDIC (2011, p.1) bilingualism is a complex term to define as it means different things to different individuals. According to Colin Baker and Wayne. E. (2021) bilingualism is focused on only two languages. Chen and Padilla (2019, p.1.) states that bilingualism is covered by a criteria that analysis the acquisition and proficiency of the language spoken. The two types of bilingual acquisition that will be focused on in this part of the presentation are simultaneous bilingualism and sequential bilingualism.
According to Royal College of Speech and Language therapy simultaneous bilingualism is often a term used to refer to children who learn two languages from birth or before the age of 3 (Children and Family Health Devon, no date). Gabrielle Kotkove (2021) believes that simultaneous bilingualism is when an equal amount of time is given to both languages. 
In contrast to Simultaneous bilingualism sequential bilingualism is a term referred to when an individual is fluent in one language then learns another language after the age of three years old (Welsh Government, 2016). For example, a child will learn the language spoken at home first and then start to build acquisition in another language due to external factors such as nursery (Bilingual Kidspot, 2023). 
A good example of sequential bilingualism can be seen in the activity by the practitioner, where the focus task incorporated English as the first language and then Welsh as the additional language

Benefits 
As shown in figure 1 there are many benefits of being bilingual  in this presentation only two will be focused on these are the social and cognitive benefits. 
Bilingualism is deeper than a child speaking two languages, but it influences how they interact with their peers, while extending and supporting development socially and emotionally (Fluency School, 2024). According to Bassett (2019) an individual being bilingual can improve their social life as it extends their social opportunities. Postan (2020) shares similar views she believes that by being bilingual a they will have a deeper understanding of varied cultures and will be more likely to take part and experience customs in those cultures. 
Bilingualism enhances the opportunities presented as an individual grows beyond social skills (Maryel School, no date). Building social skills through being bilingual can lead to more opportunities within employment as in the current economy more employers are appointing those who are bilingual especially if they have international officers (Global Languages, 2022). Bilingualism links to self-esteem in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs as it is during this phase they want to master a new language to reach their goals (Valentinaesl, 2017)
Spitzer (2016) suggests that bilingualism shapes the structure and function of the human brain. According to Melucci (no date) this enables the child to cultivate key cognitive skills at a more enhanced level to a child who is not bilingual. 
According to Chumbow (2018) being bilingual supports an individual being more creative and stimulates their brain for better capacity of recollection. Children who are bilingual have a greater cognitive flexibility which allows them to solve complicated problems creatively (Cohen, no date). 
 Providing children with the opportunities to acquire a second language through education they are more prone to develop a more advanced memory which supports them having the capacity to control data (Martinrochevisionf, 2024). 
For children acquiring a second language there will be cognitive benefits for them later in life, according to research bilingualism delays mental disorders such as dementia and Alzheimer’s by approximately four and half years (Tubby, 2017).   
Brain Development 
The auditory cortex of the brain is the area that process information and enhances the phonological awareness. It is this area of the brain that sends messages to the Wernicke’s area (Kuipers and Thierry, 2015). 
The Wernicke’s area of the brain is the areas that is involved in the language production and comprehension (Hofman, 2020). 
The area of the brain known as Broca’s area is responsible for receiving information for Wernicke's area. It is this area of the brain that controls the muscles required for speech (Hoffman, 2020). When children acquire a second language from a young age the same part of the Broca’s area is utilised (Discover, 2019). 
The area of the brain known as motor cortex is associated with both production of speech an also the perception. It is this area of the brain that supports the construction of a second language (Treutler and Soros, 2012).
Studies have revealed that bilingual children are able to retain more grey areas than those of monolingual child (Fabulingua, no date). Through extensive research it has shown the amplest time for language acquisition due to the critical period when the brain develops (Ohwovoriole, 2023). Neurologist Eric Lenneberg theory of the critical period  was that it starts during early infancy and goes through into puberty (Sorace and Bak, 2018). Lenneberg suggests that during this period it is the prime time for children to acquire a second language as during this period the brain is the lateralisation process which is where the brains language functions (Language alive, no date).  Norrman (2024), suggests that because of the critical period of brain development acquiring a language out of this period is restricted by biological factors. 
EAL/WAL 
Article 28 of the UNCRC states that every child has the right to access education (UNICEF, no date). According to the Welsh Government (2014) the term Welsh additional language also referred to as WAL is a term used to refer to those children who with support can access the whole curriculum through the medium of Welsh.. 
According to the Commissioner for Wales (2023) children who have additional learning needs cannot be supported through Welsh-medium provision due to the local authorities and this needs be examined thoroughly. 
Within WAL acquisition there is framework set of five stages of development of where the child is within the language (HWB, no date). As seen in video the practitioner’s activity links to stage B in the acquisition framework as they are beginning to use Welsh and understand to follow simple instructions.  
A written statement by the Welsh Government was issued in 2015 acknowledging the barriers practitioners face in education when teaching WAL (Welsh Government, 2015). Within this statement it outlined the changes that were made to the curriculum. 
As show in figure 5 the progression steps for WAL the practitioner was carrying out was supporting children achieving progression step one. The children were being provided with opportunities to follow information from familiar routines, while having visual resources to support their understanding of words. 
 The Welsh Government have constructed a vision to increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales to one million by 2050. The Welsh Government intends to push boundaries to provide a sense of accountability and foster ownership towards the Welsh Language. (Welsh Government, 2017). 
The practitioner within the focus activity was following the three strategic themes to support the Welsh Government focus. The practitioner was working with children to start the foundations of increasing Welsh speakers through an activity that included repetition The activity provided favourable conditions for the Early Years children as it was engaging and age appropriate. 
Repetition is a referred to when an induvial repeats words (BBC Bitesize, no date).  According to Arnerich (2023) repetition is an excellent way to support cognitive development as it provides an opportunity to build confidence and engage with the child as it provides a sense of familiarity. The neural connections in a child’s brain can be enhance and developed through carrying out activities that include reputation (Active Learning Space, no date). A Montessori environment is constructed around supporting a child develop through repetition as this supports the child in building their confidence and the foundations required to retain information (Montessori Academy, 2017).

Divergent thinking 
According to Kitch (2023), divergent thinking allows an individual to generate new ideas. Through divergent thinking it allows children to build on their problem-solving skills as they can analyse the problem from different angles and produce a creative solution (NHS Wales, no date, P.2). Wignall (2018), suggests that divergent thinking allows individuals to build on their ideas creatively. Flexibility is one of the four characteristics of Guildford’s (1967) properties of divergent thinking. 
Children especially those in Early Years can be supported with Divergent thinking through Play. The children who express themselves imaginatively through play are often referred to as better thinkers (Hoffman and Russ, 2012).  Wiesberg, D.S et all (2013, p.39-54) suggests that play will also supports language acquisition as children flourish when they are having the opportunity to socialise with their peers and practitioners.  According to theorist Vygotsky, he suggests that children flourish from pretend play and the practitioner support the child’s learning by being the more knowledgeable person (Smolucha, L. and Smolucha.F, 2021).  Vygotsky researched and developed the Zones of Proximal development (ZPD) which supports practitioners understanding where a child is with their development and where they need to go (Brodie, no date). According to Vygotsky because of ZPD not only was a teaching strategy provided to practitioners, but it is also the most prolific learning method (Cherry, 2023). Language is fundamental to Vygotsky’s theory (Structural Learning, 2022).  
The practitioner in the video demonstrated a good example of allowing the children to socialise with a practitioner through a structured playful activity due to the songs and the facial expressions while also being the more knowledgeable person by introducing the variety of emotions in both English and Welsh language. In the activity the practitioner with the Early Years Children were in the ZPD of where the learner could accomplish the activity with support from the practitioner. 
However, according to Booton, et al (2021) they suggest there is insufficient evidence of how monolingual and bilingual children vary in divergent thinking. 

Policies and frameworks. 
The Welsh Language Act 1993 have been replaced by The Welsh Language (Wales) measure 2011. This legislation provides legal framework to support Welsh Language. This framework has been created to ensure that individuals and organisations are working together to promote the Welsh Language (Welsh Government, 2024). Article 30 of the UNCRC states that every child and young person have the right to learn and speak the language of their family even if is the minority language spoken in the country they are living in (UNICEF, no date). The Welsh Language Act have created Welsh Language Standards that provides the Commissioner with the power to be able to enforce organisations to not only follow the standards but to also treat the Welsh Language equal to the English Language (Welsh Language Commissioner, no date).  According to Care Inspector Wales ‘CIW)’ (no date) they inspect CIW registered settings and compile a report outlining if the service is promoting the Welsh Language. The Welsh Government through the active offer have outlined that Welsh Language speakers should have the offer to speak to services using the English or Welsh Language this will support empowerment and building confidence (Welsh Government, no date).   Aswell as framework and policies set out to promote and protect the Welsh Language, Local authorities are also working with external agencies such as Urdd and Partneriath for further support 


Conclusion. 
To summarise this presentation has thoroughly explored bilingualism. Throughout this presentation there have been relevant, reliable sources on the varied terms of ‘what is bilingualism’ and the legal legislation that coincides with Welsh Additional Language. Acknowledgement have been made throughout the presentation to theorists related to bilingualism. 
This presentation has analysed in depth and provided sources on benefits of being bilingual while understanding there are disadvantages. To concluded Bilingualism plays an important part for cognitive development. 
Thank you for taking your time to watch my presentation. Diolch yn Fawr. 
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