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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

In this assignment I will discuss an incident in which I played a vital role in a victim of assault and Anti-social behaviour, I will discuss the incident and the legislation surrounding the incident, the details of the offence will be discussed and the outcome after the arrest as to how the offender was processed. I will evaluate how I believe I performed in the incident in the conclusion and what amendments I would make.

I was made aware of an abandoned emergency call that was made to by a male who would not identify himself, I was informed over the air the only information we had received off the caller was “Police to the bus station immediately”. Following this, we had received a call over our airwave radio systems from Swansea City CCTV, that staff had detained a juvenile male who been extremely irate and aggressive with staff.

At the time I was on route to another call but as I was close to the location I offered to divert to the call, to which my supervisor agreed and advised he would join me and to support.

Upon arrival I heard a loud disturbance from inside the terminal and was directed by members of the public to a what I identified I believed to be a member of the public being restrained by two employees of the bus terminal, prior to engaging and possibly provoking a further violent situation. I mentally consulted my method of approach via the National Decision Model.
The National Decision Model has provided police officers and staff a functional model to aid in them in their duties, the purpose of the model is to assist the user in their decision making to keep their overall mission in mind, to act in a professional manner, to protect and serve the public (College of Policing, 2018).

I approached in calm and concise manner, not to cause any further agitation to incident and I could make any decisions in professional manner and not based on the emotion of the incident.
I identified that the restrained male was shouting obscenities at staff and whilst attempting to resist their restraint. I approached and the male and requested in a clear concise tone to calm down, which the male would not comply with after several attempts. I used a calm and tone and, in an attempt, to bring the male down to my calm level, as I was an outside party initially to this incident so my initial hope was that my calm demeanour would in turn calm him (Caldwell, 2020).

Due to the male refusing to comply and attempt to I was forced to apply pressure to the Mandibular nerve, before making this decision I followed the NDM protocols and ensured I was acting in a lawful manner before I proceeded, I followed my Police Officer Safety Training and applied the pressure with enough force to distract the male long enough to stop resisting long enough for my supervisor to apply handcuffs.

The male was restrained and removed, the male was identified as a juvenile male, later we discovered he was autistic, and required an appropriate adult. Autism can be defined as

“A neurodevelopmental condition of variable severity with lifelong effects that can be recognized from early childhood, chiefly characterized by difficulties with social interaction and communication and by restricted or repetitive patterns of thought and behaviour (National Autism Society, 2023).

Due to this condition the juvenile would require an appropriate adult to be present for his rights and interview in custody. The role of an appropriate adult is to safeguard the interests, rights, entitlements, and welfare of the children and or vulnerable people who are suspected of a criminal offence ensuring that they are treated fairly (National Appropriate Adult Network, 2023).

The male was conveyed to Swansea Central Police Station, and I remained with the bus driver, who was in a state of shock. I identified that the there were beads of sweat glistening from his forehead, he was breathing heavy and appeared very tense when I initially spoken to him. This combination of reactions to stress is also known as the "fight-or-flight" response because it evolved as a survival mechanism, enabling people and other mammals to react quickly to life-threatening situations (Cannon, 2016).

Although the situation may have not appeared life threatening, the situation appeared foreign to the driver who is not used to confrontation.
The driver advised he was familiar with the male, who is usually seen causing a distress in the bus station, he has attempted to enter the bus multiple times without paying the cost of the fare and had become verbally abusive on multiple occasions. However, on this occasion he began displaying violence and was kicking the bus, and when asked by the driver to leave the bus he refused, and his behaviour caused the driver to feel fear.
Fear can be described as an emotion or the subject is frightened or worried by something dangerous, painful, or bad that is happening or might happen (Cambridge Dictionary, 2023). Due to the driver feeling he advised that he struck the male once in the sternum area in a pre-emptive strike in self-defence,
According to CPS (2023), There is no rule in law to say that a person must wait to be struck first before they may defend themselves. However, A man who is attacked or believes that he is about to be attacked may use such force as is both necessary and reasonable to defend himself. If that is what he does, then he acts lawfully.

The male explained the situation and I used my officer discretion, police officer discretion can be defined by the college of policing (2023),

The power, held by police officers as holders of the office of constable, to decide whether and how, within legal bounds, they enforce the law. The part of discretion most often used is the power not to act.  In this instance I consulted the police National Decision Model.

It is my belief that the bus driver acted under Common Law, that recognises that there may be circumstances in which one person may inflict violence on another, without committing a crime. It recognises as one of these circumstances, the right of a person to protect himself /herself from attack and to act in defence of others and if necessary to inflict violence on another in doing so. If no more force is used than is reasonable to repel the attack, such force is not unlawful. If you have an honestly held belief that you or another, are in imminent danger, then you may use such force as is reasonable and necessary to
avert that danger (CPS, 2023).

In this instance the driver struck the male once to the chest to shock the juvenile and deter him from causing any further violence, I also viewed the CCTV on the vehicle which captured the incident, and the incident was recorded on social media; which displayed the behaviour of the juvenile, based on this I established that the male was well within his right for his reaction felt my officer discretion was fully justified.  Desjarlais (2019), describes that recent mentality with people’s involvement with incidents, how they would rather film the incident for social media attention opposed to involving themselves, the mentality of assisting others in need opposed giving someone help when the situation of someone requiring aid presents themself.

The juvenile was escorted to custody where he was arrested on suspicion of criminal damage and breach of the peace.
Gov (1936) A breach of the peace can be defined as the following from the Public Order Act 1936
“Any person who in any public place or at any public meeting uses threatening, abusive or insulting words or behaviour with intent to provoke a breach of the peace or whereby a breach of the peace is likely to be occasioned, shall be guilty of an offence.”

CPS (2023) defines the criminal damage act as the following.
“Section 1(1) Criminal Damage Act 1971 A person who without lawful excuse destroys or damages any property belonging to another, intending to destroy or damage any such property, or being reckless as to whether any such property would be destroyed or damaged, shall be guilty of an offence.”

Due to these offences no charges or rights could be read until the juvenile had an appropriate adult present, in this instance the juvenile had no immediate family available, they advised that they were not interested in supporting him will not be attending. This initiated concern that the juvenile was from an unsupportive family which has then caused him act out in this way for attention.

According to the HM Inspectorate and Probation (2021) The quality of parenting is crucial to a child’s prospect of leading a crime-free life. Poor parenting can lead to pro-criminal associations and learning pro-criminal attitudes, with lack of parental oversight allowing young people to associate with antisocial associates without censure. Disruptions to parenting have also been found to be associated with large increases in offending. This can be supported by Smith (2007) who states that an additional function to this behaviour is the ‘Dadlessness’ concept which states that households with an absent father to provide security and guidance to their children as they struggle through the difficult years of being a teenager. This can be further supported by Wincup (2013).

Due to the unsupportive family, social services acted as the appropriate adult, Harris and White (2018) define social work as a government-led organisation that aims to protect the wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults, in this instance they were to assist the juvenile and explain that he understood his rights and entitlements. During the interview the juvenile fully admitted to his behaviour and showed remorse for his actions towards, due to the difficulty of this juveniles’ family life, and this being his first recorded involvement with the police, I felt the best appropriate course of action would be to process the males through to the Youth Offending Team to offer the male support and deter the male from committing further criminal incidents. GOV (2023) stated that the Youth Offending Team investigate the background of a young person and try to help them stay away from crime, this involved crimes prevention programmes, assisting juveniles at Juvenile Court.

Due to the lack of empathy and support from the juvenile’s family, I submitted a public protection notification to make social services aware to make them aware of the situation in an effort for them to offer support.

In conclusion to writing this assignment I have reflected on this incident, and this was one of my first incidents in which a victim initiated the use of a pre emptive strike for self-defence, I had the opportunity to use my officer discretions and used my experience gained from previous incidents to utilise this opportunity. Although the incident itself was relatively simple in its own right, the juvenile was from an unsupportive family and the outcome of the incident seemed more beneficial to deter the juvenile from continuing to go down the path of criminality as he was vulnerable to further incidents, which could potentially become more serious, due to the males vulnerable nature the male could potentially become a target for Organised Crime Gangs for county lines as this is a growing occurrence in Swansea. If I was to approach the performance in a different manner the alternative procedure would be to charge the male with the criminal offences. However, I still feel this would not be appropriate as this would have not provided the male with potential support, and he would he need to prevent him from going further down the route of criminality.

Words count 1959. 













































Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:


In this assignment I will discuss an incident of historic domestic abuse whereby I was asked to attend an incident, where a female victim had made a report to the police of initial Section 5 Public Order which initially led to a disclosure of domestic abuse of a period of 10 years. In this I assignment I will be referring to various facilities the police offer to victims of crime and the further support that can be offered such as DASH Model and I will discuss the details of the incident and how I took the lead with the situation, taking the initiative and offering the appropriate support at the time of the report and incident. 

I was requested by my supervisor to attend an address to discuss the initial incident which I was advised was Section 5 Public Order that has occurred in a major Supermarket in Swansea City Centre. I had been advised by previous colleagues that the victim had reported to the incident, then become extremely evasive to officers and would not respond when contacted. After receiving this information, I made several attempts to contact her via mobile phone and attended her address. 
The victim eventually made contact and advised that she would only speak on the phone, Due to South Wales Police Domestic Violence policy (South Wales Police, 2020). I could not comply with the victims request and I had to attempt to win her trust and build rapport with the victim.

Cambridge Dictionary (2023) defines rapport as two people or groups have a rapport, they have a good relationship in which they are able to understand each other's ideas or feelings, in this instance I had to establish my goals and ensure the victim could appreciate my point of view, I expressed that this conversation had to take place over the phone in a calm and professional manner and explained that it had to be recorded on body worn video as per police procedure (South Wales Police, 2023). 
Due to previous incidents and my development as an officer, I have appreciated and understood the necessity for the appropriate tone in conversation as that can assist or have a detrimental effect to the rapport between the officer and the person of interest. 
According to Cook (2002) the tone of voice and mannerisms in the way you speak to someone partnered with nonverbal communication such as eye contact speaks more is a more powerful form of communication than words and is an essential part of rapport building. In this instance the victim advised she did not want to meet at her home as she treated that as her safe place and wanted requested if we could meet at a neutral place, to satisfy both parties requirements, I agreed to meet the victim in a neutral place in Swansea Waterfront, the victim initially disclosed that she had attended the supermarket in the company of her two juvenile daughters, whilst in attendance to the premises her ex-partner has also been in attendance and caused the victim to feel harassed alarmed and distressed which would constitute a Section 5 Public Order offence. 
GOV (1986) defines section 5 Public Order as the following.
“A person is guilty of an offence if they use threatening or abusive words or behaviour, or disorderly behaviour, or displays any writing, sign or other visible representation which is threatening or abusive, within the hearing or sight of a person likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress thereby”.
In this instance the victim had disclosed that her ex-partner had approached her in public and was insinuating words of slander and abuse towards the victim in an aggressive manor and attempted to intimidate the victim with aggressive body language. 
Haller (2014) defines displeasure by body language can be expressed nonverbally in the form of clenching a fist, “puffing out the chest”, attempting to tower over the victim. In this instance the victim disclosed that the perpetrator was significantly larger and attempted to use his size to his advantage.
When discussing the incident, the victim disclosed that whilst she was married to the perpetrator he engaged in a behaviour of coercive control, several incidents of assault and rape, which occurred over 9 years.
I identified that the victim was displaying nonverbal ques of becoming upset nonverbal communication can be defined as  
"Those behaviours other than words themselves that form a socially shared coding system” (Afifi, W. A. 2007). The victim speech was slurred with emotion and water eyes, to calm the situation I interjected, and she disclosed that she had not reported it and was willing to support a police investigation. Due to the disclosure, I conveyed the victim to a place of safety. 
The mental health act of England and Wales (1983), defines a place of safety as 
An adult (“A”) may only be removed to, kept at, or taken to, a place of safety that is a police station in the exercise of a power to which section 136A of the Act applies.
The victim expressed that she had suffered Post Traumatic Distress (PTSD), because of the instances and requested a place of safety which was alternative from her home. 
An anxiety disorder that develops in reaction to physical injury or severe mental or emotional distress, such as military combat, violent assault, natural disaster, or other life-threatening events. Having cancer may also lead to PTSD. Symptoms interfere with day-to-day living and include reliving the event in nightmares or flashbacks; avoiding people, places, and things connected to the event; feeling alone and losing interest in daily activities; and having trouble concentrating and sleeping. Also called post-traumatic stress disorder (National Cancer Institute, 2023). 
The victim disclosed that she had been a victim of coercive control, this can be defined as controlling behaviour, designed to make a person dependent by isolating them from support, exploiting them, depriving them of independence and regulating their everyday behaviour (Women’s Aid, 2023). Her ex-husband has controlled her social activities, wages, and when she could see her family. She had also been a victim of several incidents of assault and rape. 
Section 39 Assault Criminal Justice Act 1988 defines. 
“An assault is any act (and not mere omission to act) by which a person intentionally or recklessly causes another to suffer or apprehend immediate unlawful violence” (GOV,1988). In this instance the victim had been stuck on various occasions often in situation where her ex-husband had been heavily influenced by alcohol, she advised that she had that he had a had developed an addiction due to the loss of his father and had struggled with the grief. 
Addiction of alcohol can be defined as 
Alcohol addiction is a chronic relapsing disorder associated with compulsive alcohol drinking, the loss of control over intake, and the emergence of a negative emotional state when alcohol is no longer available (National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 2023). 
Dransart et al (2021). State that is a direct correlation between the loss of a loved one and the developing an addiction of alcohol and or drugs. 
The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that roughly 55% of domestic abuse perpetrators were drinking alcohol prior to assault (Alcohol Rehab guide, 2023). 
The victim also disclosed that she was a victim of rape, this offence can be defined as A person (A) commits an offence if he intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of another person with his penis, B does not consent to the penetration, and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.
Due to the disclosure made by the victim, I could not conduct a standard police procedure, I had to conduct a PPD3 Sexual Offences Statement. 
I order to proceed with this statement, I had to discuss incidents that had caused emotional trauma, to build rapport. 
Sieff (2014) advised that the damaging consequences of the incidents become ingrained within our psyche and physical body that the trauma prevents us from observing the damaging side effect that said trauma has left us.

I found this part of the process extremely difficult, the victim was not initially forthcoming, and had difficult focusing on the question at hand and would often develop into discussions which were not police related, I had to develop a strategy in order to keep focus on the issues relevant to the police investigation and probe further details from the victim in a manner which also caused her the least possible trauma; to achieve this I implemented methods of Cognitive Behavioural therapy (CBT), in which I encouraged the victim to focus on the challenge at hand, which was providing the information to support a police investigation, as opposed to focussing on past experiences and attempting to hide it (Royal College of Psychiatrists, 2023) . 
I encouraged the victim to voice the detail in as much detail as possible. This method of probing did meets it challenges as, said previously the victim would then go off topic in matters about the divorce. However, the victim would advise me later that she felt that the process eventually felt like a therapy session. If I was to repeat this session again, I would use alternative methods such a more variety of open questions, in hindsight that would have been the best method of approach and the possibility of requesting a more senior colleague to assist due to the complexity of this incident. (Beck, 2011).
As this is there was a historic sexual offence disclosed, I gathered the evidence and informed the on the duty Criminal Investigation Department Rape Investigation Team, who are specially trained for sexually offences and can probe in an emphatic way to for further information and extract the specific required detail in the form of a further interview of ABE (UK Government, 2023).
Due to the domestic nature of the incident, I referred to the victim to the Victim Focus Referral, which is an independent charity which has a range of services it can offer to support victims of trauma and affected by crime (South Wales Victim Focus, 2023). 
As part of South Wales Police Domestic Abuse Policy, I had to complete a Domestic Abuse Stalking and Harassment questions also known as DASH, the questions as developed to established that who is at risk, the context of the behaviour of the perpetrator, and the risk factors involved between each party. The victim perception of the risk between themselves and the perpetrator, in this instance the victim had been separated from the perpetrator for 3 years and had not seen each other since that time frame, the initial encounter was a chance encounter. Due to the historic meeting, and the perpetrator being aware of the victim’s residence, I felt appropriate to grade the risk a medium risk, which established that there here are identifiable indicators of risk of serious harm and perpetrator has documented the probable indications to cause serious harm. However, the probability for this is lower unless there is a change of circumstances, in this instance if the perpetrator had encountered the victim while under the influence of substances the risk would have been escalated to ‘High’ (Shropshire Council, 2020). 

As the victim had not been receiving any outside assistance I referred her to various domestic abuse charities, such as Women Aid which is an independent charity, whose objective is to improve the society response to ensure to they get the required response needed of them at any time (Womens Aid, 2022). I also referred the victim to Live Fear Free which is government lead charity for victims of domestic abuse which can be used to report and support victims, it is also used a reference for any MARAC referrals (GOV,2023). Multiagency agency risk assessment centre (MARAC) are frequent meetings of professionals who review what support they can offer victims of domestic abuse who are at risk of serious harm to domestic abuse and violence (Safelives, 2022). 

In conclusion to writing this assignment, I believe I approached this incident with what I initially believed was an open mind, one of my weaknesses that I have noticed is that I unfortunately have tunnel vision when I initially became an independent constable, and I believe that my previous life experience of building rapport with a new person greatly assisted me in this instance, and building on prior experience I was able to allow the victim to give have the confidence to open up at the historic abuse and I ensured it had been reported once it had been disclosed, If I was to approached this method again I would attempt to implement an alternative technique to probe the information from the victim, I found it initially difficult as the victim would not focus and often go off topic. I would potentially ask a more experienced officer to sit in on the next PPD3 I take to establish that the correct information is probed and the element of control of the interview is established. Overall, I believe I performed well in this incident, I offered the correct support and approached in a manner that believe was methodical. 



























Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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