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Section1: Explain and discuss your choice of speech; why this specific speech
While I was choosing my monologues, I looked through a variety of monologues throughout Shakespearian plays, for examples: female monologues from Two Gentlemen of Verona; Romeo and Juliet, and A Midsummers Night Dream. I decided to pick one of Kate’s monologues from the Taming of the Shrew. I chose this monologue because I feel given all the work I have done throughout this year, I feel like I have portrayed a variety of quiet characters, so while reading through this play, I thought that Kate is a very outgoing character and that she has some issues that she is dealing with, yet is really confident with what she believes in. From researching the character in more depth, I felt like she had very strong voice in what she believes in, as a result of her background as a child. I found out that at the time of Shakespeare’s work, women like Kate were called ‘Shrews’. Shrews were stereotyped as very aggressive and very tempered women. This is considered to be a bad thing in Shakespeare’s time, so I believe he tried to portray the society at the time in that he wrote characters to show how society and these stereotypes of women were frowned upon, and that he wanted to write women into his plays that had some sort of light shining upon them. It had to be possible for a man to play this role as at the time there were no female actors, so men were required to play all the female roles within the theatre community.  Another reason for choosing this monologue is when we looked at one of the scenes from Taming of the Shrew, when people played Kate her attitude really stood out to me, as a very different character from what I have chosen before, compared to the other monologues I have looked at. It shows women in a different light from how women are shown in other Shakespeare plays involving strong women as main characters. I found the play very interesting to research as an insight into the customs of late 16th century society in that the oldest was to marry first, the oldest being Kate. This can be relatable in some modern families and cultures, such as India’s Hindi culture where it is customary to have an arranged marriage. In this example, you have the taming process that Petruchio was trying to do with Kate. It is closely related to the good girl bad girl theme but with the roles reversed, as boys are considered to need taming not girls. They automatically have that switch or role reversal connected to modern times. On the other hand, I can connect to when they undertake these taming processes. One example of what he does to Kate is starving her and giving her no sleep. Such injustice and abuses are unfortunately still present in modern times. I feel I can relate to this story of Kate in a way, so I can relate to the monologue I have chosen because of some of my past life experiences. Another thing I found that is different with this character compared to my normal acting style is that the Taming of the Shrew is considered a Comedy, so it comes across in a funny manner. I find it very challenging to play comedic roles as I don’t consider myself to be able to play particularly unusual or comedic parts. The monologue I chosen I find informative as an oration type monologue being that Kate converses to the other female characters saying men are mean, but with an underlying care for them, and we need them in are lives. A safety blanket sort of speech. Connecting my feelings to this given my life experiences, especially as it’s a serious monologue within a comedic narrative, that I find it very challenging to learn because of the language but made easier by the fact I can connect with this monologue in a personal way. The contents of the monologue fits in with the overall theme of the play as you can connect what is happening with modern issues and understand how the times and society was back when Shakespeare wrote about society. For example, with the marriage as a ritual of the institution and using that fact as that Taming of the Shrew does nothing to show the love between characters, so marriage is used in perspective to show the life after marriage and flashes to the life before marriage itself. I found this interesting in the sense that this gives a good insight into 16th century society and how past customs and issues still relate to modern day.  This monologue is a big challenge for me as its seems like it is a very informative speech and is relatable comedically for the character to which I invested as a big personality. As an insight to the character I feel as if she does have some shyness to her but is forced be a very open and angry character to portray the older sister stereotype and being the older sister as an upper-class family as well as being seen as the Shrew. At first, I had trouble in choosing my monologue because I didn’t know whether It would be the right character in terms of my performances and what works for me. However, I choose a monologue that really spoke to me and I think that’s been a challenge overall through the choosing of a monologue that is very different from what I would usually choose. It would give me a challenge to present myself in a unique way that would challenge me to become a more vibrant and out there character. I felt like I considered my options well through the choosing my monologue an I have challenged myself by choosing my monologue and a character that will benefit me thoroughly. 
Section 2 – analyse and discuss the character in your speech with focus on your connection to, and creation of, the given character, considering the vocal, physical and interpretive skill required.
For this section I will analyse and discuss the character in my monologue with particular focus on my connections and interpretation of the character. When I first started to look at this character, looking at it though a perspective of the play, I looked discovered that she is a very confident character coming from an upper-class family and is the eldest of her siblings. Hence why its discovered that she is required to get married first so her sister can get married, as was the tradition of the time. While looking at Kate in perspective upon first reading the monologue, she seems to have to tell the girls what her experiences of men are throughout the monologue and say we love them but the are used for something else. This also may indicate that while I read thought this monologue, she may have lots of or has had much experience with men without her siblings or her family knowing about it. As a result, she has grown to be very confident with giving out advice and maybe while giving this advice, she may have been hurt and recalled some negative experiences which cause her aggressiveness and confidence naming her as a Shrew. I chose this speech because I think I have some sort of connection to the overall message in the monologue. Through an actual play I feel like I can connect and portray my own emotions into the piece. I feel like what she went though emotionally as a character is relatable to myself. For example, in the play she has an abusive husband that is trying to ‘tame’ her by locking her in a room and not letting her sleep or eat. From my own experience, I once had an abusive boyfriend and he was very demanding and very controlling psychologically, and so this is how I could relate my own emotion to the character thought the monologue. Also, within the monologue and throughout the play, I feel like Kate also has a very soft and caring side as she’s informing these girls to make sure they get the sense of what men ae like and I feel like I can play this to my advantage, as I’m very shy and I can portray a sensitive side to myself that I can express these emotions through. In terms of communication, I figure that if I had to portray it to enough people, I would use the audience to portray the girls and use the monologue as to inform them what men are like and set it up as if I was doing a play and I was performing a monologue. I’m on stage in a scene on my own and I have informed the audience. I feel like when I create this character I want to show off both the sensitive side but the comedic attitude side to Kate to make sure she is informing the girls what to do, even though she is married to a very abusive boyfriend but realistically I think she has no feelings for him. With her type of vocals, I don’t think she would be an over the top person realistically, rather I think she would be calm to be informative overall. In comparing that to other characters in the Shakespeare canon, they can be very over dramatic, but I would play her as a modern-day person because I connect more with Kate because I can relate her to modern-day character in other plays too. I feel the character Kate for this monologue and in a few unusual ways she can be portrayed as being nice and innocent even though she not, also she can express herself as the confident yet mean and feisty type as she’s considered in the play. If I were to play her angry and informing I wouldn’t know how to approach it. It would be a very challenging for me to get that across as I have a problem with getting angry with people and sticking up for myself, so I could never portray this as a character through the monologue as well as it should be done, so I would find it challenging. I just thought playing it the safe way to have her kind but aggressive and have her as an informative person would come across the audience and help break down that fourth wall and to portray what I have to say I terms of Kate warning the girls on what men are like throughout the play, and using my own experiences to portray her this way and also maybe seeing the sadness unfold as she’s telling the girls that she had been though a lot in the past. Maybe testing and placing the monologue on what it is like if the incident happened before or after the incident with her husband can change the emotional feeling a lot more, though if you moved that monologue around a bit, possibly you can have it meaning different things from the character Kate. Overall from my perspective of how to play Kate, I think she should be played through the monologue as to have a shy and sensitive side that I haven’t seen, to have this vulnerable side to make sure she can portray the sensitive side after being hurt by her husband. She also must make sure she is very informative about how men are not very nice realistically, but we all need a man from time to time and I feel I can insert my emotion from past experiences. I can feel that in playing the character Kate that it will unlock some emotions that I could use in other modules along the way and within the world of Shakespeare.
