















The Audiovisual Contract by Michel Chion
   The audiovisual relationship is unnatural instead it is a type of symbolic pact when the audio-spectator agrees to what he or she thinks about the features of sound and image to be working together in the same object and world (Chion, 1994). There are lots of examples of this contract but what they have in common is that they help make a good scene for the audience (Chion, 1994). 
In Chapter 1 of the book Michel Chion’s Audio Vision Sound on Screen, it talks about how the moving image and the soundtrack help make an impact on the audience in terms of what they are seeing and hearing. One of the films it talks about is Bergman’s Persona and it talks about a scene when the nail is piercing a hand (Persona, 1966). Without sound, there is no impact but with the sound effect, it frightens the audience (Chion, 1994, pp. 3-5) .           
One of the things mentioned in the book is when music values the scene.  We will be looking at the different types of music later on in this Write Up.







Types of Listening
Here are some types of listening that may be encountered in our scene analysis. This is important as this talks about how these different types of listening as they will be important to use in our analysis in the scene.
Casual Listening- This is about listening to the element of the sound in a way to gain some information about its purpose (Chion, 1994, pp. 25-28).
Semantic Listening- Michel Chion describes Semantic Listening as referring to a certain code or a language to understand a message or a spoken language (Chion, 1994, p. 28).
Reduced Listening- Reduced Listening (name given by Pierre Schaffer) is a listening method that concentrates on the characteristics of the sound and the independence of it’s cause and meaning.   (Chion, 1994).                             




              

Synchresis 
Something worth talking about is Synchresis.. It is important to look at Synchresis as it plays a part in the audio-visual contract and for discussing what is going on in the soundtrack.
Synchresis is when a piece of the soundtrack matches what is on screen. (Chion, 1994) There are a few things to consider about Synchresis and they are.
Post Synchronisation- When the sound for the scene has been recorded after filming. (O'Steen, 2009)
Foley- Foley is when the sound is recorded in sync with what is going on in the set. (O'Steen, 2009)
Looping- Looping is when the original dialogue in the soundtrack is replaced and re-recorded to sync with what is going on in the Moving Image. (O'Steen, 2009)







Types of Music
Now to look at the different types of Music that can be found in the soundtrack.
Empathetic Music- When the music’s mood and emotion reflect what is happening on screen (Chion, 1994).
Anepathetic Music- When a piece of music does not match what is happening on screen (Chion, 1994).
Score- When a composer writes up the music for the soundtrack in a film (O'Steen, 2009)
As you can see, Music is very important for when it comes to talking about the soundtrack to the scene. The reason why the music is important is because it helps bring emotion and tension for the audience watching and listening to the scene. 








Dialogue
Dialogue is when characters speak in a scene. Dialogue functions in movies to create a real life taste to what is going on in a scene. (Reference, 2017) This relates to sound as the audience are interested in knowing what all the characters are saying and the dialogue can reflect what is going on in the scene (Reference, 2017). 
Some of things that have been mentioned in this essay are relevant to dialogue and they are 
· Foley (O'Steen, 2009)
·  Synchronisation (O'Steen, 2009)
·  Post Synchronisation (O'Steen, 2009)
· Looping (O'Steen, 2009)
Not only are they important in talking about the dialogue in a soundtrack, they are also helpful in using the correct terminology for when it comes to talking about the different types of sounds that relate to the dialogue and how they are part of the Audio-Visual Contract. 





The Audiovisual Analysis
One thing to look at before analysing any scenes is Michel Chion’s Audiovisual Analysis (Chion, 1994, pp. 185-198), it is found in Chapter 10. 
The target of the Audiovisual Analysis is to comprehend the ways of how a film or any sequence works with the use of sound and images combined together. (Chion, 1994, p. 185)
What generally happens is people agree to the analysis out of interest for the full knowledge but with a different approach of visual modification. (Chion, 1994, p. 185)
Audiovisual Analysis does not include strong individuals or cores like the shot but it only effects something that is less decent. (Chion, 1994, pp. 185-186). 
Michel Chion’s way of analysing the scene is an exercise in humility with respect to the film, TV Series or anything that he audio-views. “What do I see?” and “What do we hear?” are important questions but the Audiovisual Analysis must have words when talking about what can be heard or seen in a scene (Chion, 1994).
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     One of the scenes to look at is from Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back (1980). 
This is when Luke Skywalker is duelling with Darth Vader on Cloud City near the end of the film. 
For this scene, we will be using Michel Chion’s audio-visual contract along with the audio-visual analysis (Chion, 1994) along with some terminology that we have gone through in this Write Up.
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The scene takes place near the end of the film. Luke Skywalker arrives at Cloud City to rescue his friends but he ends up in a dim and steamy room with orange lights and the sound of hissing gas and electronic beeps. 
What the director is doing in this scene is creating some tension for the audience. What he is trying to present to the audience is this very important confrontation and the audience would get nervous by watching the very dim set and hearing the almost silent generator sounds and gas hissing.
Luke then turns around when he hears Darth Vader speaking to him. The audience would jump and be frightened as his breathing  (which has been Post Synchronised) (O'Steen, 2009) and so is his line to make him sound scarier and intimidating. That piece of dialogue is a Voice Over (O'Steen, 2009). 
Darth Vader: The Force is with you Young Skywalker, but you are not a Jedi yet.
This is to inform the audience that Darth Vader is a very dangerous adversary to fight. 
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Luke then walks up to Darth Vader and as he walks up the stairs, the silent sound of his footsteps can be heard among Darth Vader’s breathing, the hissing sounds and the generator sounds . The director uses the audio and the moving image to try and explain to the audience that this is a very important moment in the film.
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Once Luke gets up the stairs, he ignites his blue lightsaber and Darth Vader ignites his red lightsaber. Just so the audience know that this is a Science Fiction film, the sounds of the lightsabers igniting and humming are post synchronised (O'Steen, 2009) to make it sound like something you don’t hear in real life. The audience also listens to the post- synchronised (O'Steen, 2009) sounds of the lightsabers as the battle is about to begin.
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There is a lot of action in this scene and it often cuts between Luke’s friends trying to escape from Cloud City which is under the control of the Empire. What we are going to do is carry on focussing on Luke and Vader’s fight.
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In this particular scene when Darth Vader walks towards Luke, you can hear Darth Vader’s breathing. It is non-diegetic at first (FilmSound.org) but then as he appears on camera, it becomes diegetic (FilmSound.org) (meaning you couldn’t see before but you could hear) and the breathing gets louder as he walks closer and then the music starts playing when the next part of the battle begins. The audience casually listens (Chion, 1994) to the empathetic music (Chion, 1994) which matches the dark and gloomy set shown on the screen. 
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When Darth Vader cuts off Luke’s hand and reveals that he is his father, that is a terrifying moment. How does the Audio-visual contract help make an impact on what the audience is seeing? When Darth Vader reveals he is his father, his dialogue is firm and clear so to do that, Post Synchronisation and Looping are needed (O'Steen, 2009). Those are the dialogue and the wind howling in the background.
Without the enhanced audio, the audience can’t have any emotion to the scene. This is the audio-visual contract in action (Chion, 1994).
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Another scene to analyse is in Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark (Raiders of the Lost Ark, 1981). This scene is near the end of the film when the Nazis have Indiana Jones and Marion tied on a stake and they are about to open up the Ark of the Covenant.
Just like in the analysis of The Empire Strikes Back, we are going to be analysing this scene in reference to Michel Chion’s 
· Audiovisual Contract
· Audiovisual Analysis
And the terminology that has been used in this Write Up to talk about the soundtrack.
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The Nazis are about to open up the Ark of the Covenant. There is briefly a little bit of wind. The score delivered by John Williams (Williams, 1981) is the loudest part of the audio that is playing to help deliver emotion.
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There is also a generator humming sound which is coming out of the camera. What are we seeing? We are about to see a big unravelling of what is inside the ark, there are crowds of men watching and there is a camera recording this important historical moment. What are we hearing so far? We have heard some wind howling and the humming diegetic (FilmSound.org) sound coming from the camera. But only the audience can hear the empathetic music (Chion, 1994) playing which the editor has put in to create tension for the audience.
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Then all of a sudden, ghosts come out and they fly around the Nazis. There is a lot of Post Synchronised sounds of the ghosts flying around (O'Steen, 2009) and there is a line of dialogue from Belloq shouting “It’s Beautiful” (Reference, 2017).
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Then one ghost makes a nasty snarl at Major Toht. scene and Indy shouts to Marion to keep her eyes shut, this is dialogue area (Reference, 2017). What is going on in the screen? The ghosts are starting to turn on the Nazis and Majot Toht is screaming in fear. 
What can we hear? We can hear screaming, shouting (Reference, 2017) and very dramatic music.
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The Nazis start getting zapped all around and Toht’s face melts. Belloq’s head also explodes The Music also becomes louder and frightening for the audience as they watch and listen to what is going on in the scene making it Empathetic (Chion, 1994).
 The combination of the imagery and the soundtrack helps makes the scene more terrifying to see and hear. If the audience were to see this scene without the audio, they probably wouldn’t be able to have any emotion and tension but with the audio and the imagery working together, then the director can convince the audience of this truly terrifying scene. This is the audio-contract (Chion, 1994, pp. 3-5).
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All of a sudden, fire comes out of the ark and swirls around Indiana and Marion as they scream in far, then the fire reaches out into the air and then the lid slams the box shut. When the lid closes the door, it syncs when it closes but it makes a convincing slam making it Post Synchronisation (O'Steen, 2009). And to help make sure that the audience that the danger is over, the music comes to an end thanks to the help of the audio-visual contract (Chion, 1994).


Conclusion
In this write-up, we have looked at the audio-visual contract by Michel Chion (Chion, 1994) and we have looked at other terminology to describe sound.
 With that, we were able to analyse 2 Movie Scenes using the audiovisual contract and the definitions of the many different types of sound to help us with looking at the scenes and how the audiovisual contract helps the audience with understanding the scene not just through imagery but with sound as well.
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