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Executive Summary
The study is going to present the importance of a Virtual Learning Environment in the present era. Moreover, in the era of digitalisation, the Virtual Learning Environment has become very much important. Moreover, the conventional method of teaching-learning process is changing throughout the globe. The University of Wales Trinity Saint David also wants to bring changes in its teaching-learning method. The study aims to understand the effectiveness of the VLE in enhancing the technical skills of the students in their University. The objectives of the study are to determine the effect of VLE on increasing the skill set of students and to identify the various techniques that have been included in the Virtual Learning Environment and also to evaluate the impact of technological skills in the learning process of the students.
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[bookmark: _Toc91786592][bookmark: m_6498914719448029634__Toc90577582]Introduction 
Title
The influence of VLE on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: m_6498914719448029634__Toc91700369][bookmark: _Toc91786593]Aim and Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc91786594]Aim
To understand the role of VLE on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus in increasing technological skills 
[bookmark: _Toc91786595]Objectives
1) To determine the effect of VLE on increasing the skillset of students.
2) To identify the various techniques that has been included in Virtual Learning Environment.
3) To evaluate the impact of technological skills in the learning process of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc91786596]Rationale 
VLE is a web-based platform that helps an educational institution and its members to have a digital gateway to the courses and studies. VLE is very efficient for the present pandemic situation as the classes cannot be held in the university. The students can study from their home with full convenience and they do not have to worry about missing out on their studies. The research has allowed me to gain proper knowledge about technological advancement and its usage in the learning process. I have also gained knowledge about the benefit that VLE provides in the pandemic situation including the improvement of the learning environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc91786597]Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc91786598]Effect of VLE on increasing the skillset of students 
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Figure 1
Source: (Evans, 2020)
VLE is a web-based platform that has high implementation of technological factors. The modern world has witnessed a rise in the usage of technological factors. Advanced technology has impacted our live and every single aspect of it in a positive way. It has also impacted on the lives of the students. With the help of VLE the students get more inclined towards the learning processes. The various technical aspects tend to attract the attention of the students. This enhances the technological knowledge of the students which will prove to be highly beneficial for them in future. Apart from that, the decision making and critical thinking skills of the students are also supported with the help of this method (Mendez, 2018, pp. 215-227).


[bookmark: _Toc91786599]Various techniques that have been included in Virtual Learning Environment 
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Figure 2
Source: (Brown, 2019)
VLE is a diverse process and has various processes induced within it which supports the overall process. Some of the most important techniques of VLE are audio-visuals, content management, collaboration tool and real-time data management. These are certain aspects which must be focused on in order to support the learning processes. With the help of audio-visuals, the engagement of the students towards a topic can be easily increased (Brown, 2019). Besides that, using content management supports the management of the topics which are to be taught in the class. Then comes the collaboration tool which allows the students to properly collaborate with others in class to support process of learning. Further, the real-time data management allows the teachers to monitor the students properly and provide feedbacks.


[bookmark: _Toc91786600]Impact of technological skills in the learning process of the students 
[image: ]
Figure 3
Source: (LMS, 2020)
The technological skills prove to be highly beneficial for the students as this helps them develop properly. This supports their learning and at the same time also supports their future endeavors. The students get easy access the information required for their studies with the help of the proper technological skills. Besides that, the learning process of the students is also accelerated with the help of proper technological skills. Apart from this, the technological skills also provide proper opportunities to the students through which they can be a part of fun activities while they take part in the learning process (Jackson, S. and Fearon, C., 2019, pp.245-259).

[bookmark: _Toc91786601]Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc91786602]Introduction 
The methodology is a set of procedures and techniques that is used for providing suitable structure to research based on the research problem. The procedures are selected, analysed, and selected considering the information about the research topic. In this research, the student will be doing data analysis after selecting the individuals for the primary data collection by following all the guidelines.
[bookmark: _Toc91786603]Data Collection Tools and Techniques
The techniques and methods that are used in research for gathering required data are referred to as the data collection tools and techniques. Here, the student has used both primary and secondary data. He has collected the primary data by conducting a survey that has provided real-time data(Ethington, 2019). Moreover, the secondary data has been gathered from journals,books and articles. These sources are already published and for this reason, the student has got authentic data. Both sets of data have benefitted the student to get a truer outcome(statisticshowto, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc91786604]Sample Size
This is referred to the portion of the population that has been selected for the survey that has been conducted for getting real-time data. The survey has been conducted on 10 students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The individuals are selected by simple random sampling in which all the students had a similar chance of getting selected(Shin, 2020). This has helped the student to have results with high accuracy. The student has chosen whichever option they wanted to select in the questionnaire and the survey result has not been biased.
[bookmark: _Toc91786605]Data Analysis 
The student has used a mixed method of data collection and analysis, in which he has collected both qualitative and quantitative data. The qualitative data has helped him to characterise the datasets based on their properties and attributes which helped to have flexibility in the research(fullstory, 2021). Quantitative data has helped the student to have knowledge about statistical analysis through the numbers and the content of the full datasets. The studenthas combined and compared the two sets of data to get a truer outcome from the research (Holton and Walsh, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Toc91786606]Ethical Consideration
The student conducted the survey by following all the guidelines and the Data Protection Act. He has firstly taken consent from the individuals before doing the sampling and the survey responders had full independence to select the options as they liked. Along with this, the collected data and the information of the survey responders have been safeguarded with strong IDs and unique passwords to progress the survey in an ethical manner (Hammer, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc91786607]Summary 
The above discussion has mentioned the procedures that have helped the student to produce an effective methodology. In which there are tools and techniques that benefited him to get a correct, true and authentic result from the research.
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Figure 4
Source: (docs.google, 2021)
Analysis
From the survey, it can be derived that 20% of the students of the survey responders agreed to the fact that VLE has enhanced their learning abilities and another 20% has disagreed with the fact. However, 60% of the survey responders were not sure about the fact. 
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Figure 5
Source: (docs.google, 2021)
Analysis
According to the survey, 70% of the students who have participated in the survey stated that VLE has reduced the stress level and 20% has responded negatively. 10% did not respond to anything in particular.
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Figure 6
Source: (docs.google, 2021)
Analysis
40% of the survey responders think that VLE is better than offline learning and it has helped them. However, 30% think that offline learning is better and 30% could not decide anything as they respondedmaybe.
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Figure 7
Source: (docs.google, 2021)
Analysis
It can be derived from the survey that 50% of the individuals have been helpful by VLE in the pandemic situation. 10% have selected a negative answer and 40% were unsure about the answer. 
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Figure 8
Source: (docs.google, 2021)
Analysis
According to the survey, 60% of the responders selected a positive answer to the fact that the university has provided sufficient resources for VLE. However, 10% have denied the fact and 30% did not have knowledge of the question. 


[bookmark: _Toc91786609]Recommendation
Analysing the above study and survey, some recommendations can be provided that will help to mitigate the challenges. It has been observed that in spite of having many advantages there are some challenges also present. 
1. Such as to implement VLE the teachers, as well as students, must have good technical skills. For this, it can be recommended that the University needs to arrange a workshop in order to train the teachers and to enhance their technical skills. 
2. Furthermore, as per the analysis it has been seen that not all students have enough technical skills to enjoy the advantages of VLE. For this, it can be recommended that a special training programme must be arranged to enhance the student's technical skills also.
3. Furthermore, the implementation of VLE various software tools are required such as Zoom, Google classroom, Floop, Slack. In order to implement Virtual Learning Environment University needs to develop its infrastructure. For this, the University is recommended to invest resources in order to improve its infrastructure. 


[bookmark: _Toc91786610]Conclusion
The study has provided sound knowledge about the Virtual learning environment. In this era, the demand for virtual learning environments has been increased. Furthermore, the pandemic situation has enhanced the popularity of VLE. In the modern world, the conventional process of teaching is changing. In that context, the University of Wales Trinity Saint David wants to implement the VLE to facilitate the teaching-learning process to enhance their learning experiences. The study has discussed the advantages and also the disadvantages of the Virtual learning environment. Such as, the students feel isolated and they do not get the chance to consult with peers and to complete a project in a collaborative manner. Moreover, the teachers do not have enough technical skills to operate the software tools. Data to complete the work has been gathered from both primary and secondary sources. In order to collect data, a survey was conducted to gather information from university students. It has been seen by analysing the primary and secondary sources that the VLE is very much useful for the students. VLE helped to continue their study during the pandemic students. It has been observed that near about 20% of students agreed that VLE has helped to enhance their learning abilities and 40% of students agreed that VLE is better than the conventional teaching-learning process. The survey that was conducted showed that the application of VLE has reduced the stress level and helped them to gain knowledge. At last, the study has provided some recommendations to mitigate the challenges related to VLE. 
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Questionnaire 
1. Does VLE help the students to enhance their learning abilities?
Agree
Disagree
May be
2. Does VLE decrease the stress level of the students?
Yes
No
May be
3. Is VLE better than offline learning?
Yes
No
May be
4. Is VLE a useful learning method in the pandemic situation?
Yes
No
May be
5. Does the management of the university deliver appropriate resources to the students for VLE?
Yes
No
May be 
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