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After researching a number of primary sources, I decided to focus on the journal titled “Religious education in a secular society” written by Fiachra Long. He begins by explaining secularism stating that it is ‘understood to limit human knowledge to what can be examined using the senses to advise against speculation about what might lie outside them.’[footnoteRef:1] His idea is supported by biologist Richard Dawkins’ view of religion, where he discusses that religious people are under God’s delusion and that in order to step away from this delusion they should think more rationally as their beliefs must be backed up with scientific evidence. Long then explores extreme secularism which is completely intolerant to religious education in society as ‘it is ethnic, monocultural and hostile to modern life’[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Long, Fiachra, “Religious Education in a Secular Society.” Furrow, vol. 63, no.12, (2012), pp. 603]  [2:  Long, Fiachra, “Religious Education in a Secular Society.” Furrow, vol. 63, no.12, (2012), pp. 605] 

This source also discusses the relationship between religion and state institutions and whether religious education should be taught during the rise of secularism. Long highlights that religious education in schools is seen as social engineering children through religious teachings. He also shows the views of extreme secularists who are against social engineering as human knowledge based on experiences in this life and reject focusing on beliefs that have not been scientifically proven. 
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