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Task 1


In Iceland and other countries like that they think it is really important that children are playing outdoors in their life. Some people wrote about government papers which say that outdoors is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big thing on outside as learning environments as a place for making children think more about the natural world, and as a place where you can do things like exercising and healthy living according to Norodahl and Johannesson (2013).
This emphasising on outdoors has happened for a long time in Iceland for children aged between 1 and 6 and they play outside every day in schools. For children between 6 and 16 then they only get to play out with their mates when it’s playtime. They do not know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but they think it is going to be really different depending on what teacher you get and school. But there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they used to and in Reyjkavik the capital 70% of schools say that they do outside education more than indoor education (Oladottir, 2008).


Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Foundation. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.



Task 2


This essay is about forest schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, it says that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). People are a bit worried that little ones in school will not get the opportunity to explore the woodlands and outdoor spaces like their parents did because they are too worried that something will happen to them. Children can do so much indoors now and that’s what O’Brien and Murray believe. There is also research that tells us that if children do not experience the outdoors when they are young they are less likely to go out when they are adults, this can have a negative impact on both their physical and emotional development. Outdoor play is essential to the healthy development of physical and emotional well-being (Ward Thompson et al. 2004). That’s because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in their own schools now, especially in Foundation Phase. 

Reference List: 
Murray, R. O’Brien, E. (2006) A marvelous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research. 
Ward Thompson, A.C. et al. (2004) Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh.
Welsh Government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WG. 


Task 3


Students should avoid plagiarism in their academic writing by writing notes in their own words, when using quotations from resources to make sure that you are using a direct quotation and write a reference list at the end of your work.

True, you only have to reference when using a direct quotation. This demonstrates that you have researched the topic and acknowledged other people’s work and not as your own, it also helps tutors find the information if required.

False, other people can add information which is not relevant to the assignments and also alter information.

The correct process to reference a long quotation is to do the following method:-
· Enter the quotation as a separate paragraph
· Indent the paragraph
· There are no need for quotation marks
· Follow with the in-text citation


Students can begin to conduct research for academic assignment by the following methods:- 
· Academic journals – published journals can have relevant information for helping with the assignment.
· Books relevant to chosen subject – there are a lot of books available to read regarding chosen subject.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Online research – researching the relevant topic on line and reading accredited information.
· Library – books 
· Lectures – note taking, attending regular lectures and taking relevant notes regarding the assignments.
· Work based learning and work placements – gaining experience with regards to chose subject can help with assignments.


Task 4


It is a well-known fact that children are born with the curiosity to discover things out and one way of doing this is by play, whether it is indoor play or outdoor play. This article however is young children accessing outdoor play in early years. The article has been written by authors Davies, R. and Hamilton, P. (2016) ‘Assessing learning in the early years’ outdoor classroom: examining challenges in practice,’ Education 3:13: international Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education, pp. 1-13. [On-Line].  From the abstract of the article I believe the article to be focusing around young children and the small amount of time which they receive in outdoor education and how this conclusion has been based from findings of 37 practitioners from 9 early years setting in North Wales. After reading the introduction of the article which was long and confusing that I lost concentrarion many times. According to Cottrell (2013) an introduction should have enough key information but with as few words as possible. In the introduction it mentions that there have been many scholars such as (Rousseau, Steiner, the McMillan Sisters) who have endorsed that having the natural learning experiences benefits the children development. According to (waite, 2011). That some believe the indoor based education alone is not sufficient to fully educate children. In the article it mentions how they distributed 50 questionnaires to 10 early years settings and from the 50 given out only 37 from 9 settings were returned resulting in a 74% response. The response from the questionnaires were all filled and the follow-up interviews were answered by female staff which included head teacher, deputy heads, teachers and teaching assistants, this is all one sided as there are no male opinions been taken into consideration. From the data gathered through critical analysis of data which is gathering data by means of questionnaires and interviews they have been able to calculate the results of  37 participants, they all agreed that accessing outdoor environment has some value: 20 considered it to be extremely valuable, 12 said it was valuable and 5 said it had some value even though the results do have limitations as this was only based around 9 settings in one part of Wales. The article mentions that nearly half of the participants expressed that it benefited a certain group of children more.  The structure of the article was not very clear as it bounced around in the introduction making it difficult to read with quotes and authors names being placed in there. The use of the graphs was not very clear as they did not provide sufficient information with regards to what they were trying to explain such as figure 1.How often areas of learning are assessed in the outdoors, the graph does not label the side number giving the total, this is also evident in figure 2 & 3. The article highlights how boys are stereotyped as most beneficial to learn from outdoor play whilst girls learning preference for reading and writing. After getting through the introduction parts of the main article draw you in and make valuable points, Example: “treating boys and girls as if they were homogenous groups is problematic as the difference within gender categories may be greater than those between them” (Sundaram, 2010).
The method to gather the evidence is not clear or accurate as the lack of males asked to provide their information is none and the graphs do not provide valuable information on the findings of the questionnaires and interviews. The evidence of the data cannot be classed as accurate due to the study only being based on 10 setting in North Wales as to which 9 answered and all were English speaking settings, for this to have and accurate effect the study should have been conducted to the whole of Wales. It was mentioned that a number of practitioners had already come to the conclusion that certain groups of children benefit more from outdoor learning especially those who had been judged as low expectations from lower social-economic groups and are seen as being more suited to outdoor learning, mostly boys (Estyn, 2011; Bradbury, 2014). Although proceed with caution as the evidence to prove that learning preferences are gender specific even those for outdoor learning are not conclusive (Thompson, 2011; Bartlett and Burton, 2016).
The Foundation Phase Nuresary (FPN) has been developed by the Welsh Government as guidance to assist local authorities in Wales with good quality (FPN) provision for 3 to 4 year olds. Within the guidance criteria The Foundation Phase emphasises on how children of early years should learn and that this should be done through play and active involvement so that they can have first-hand experience and opportunities to learn rather than formal education and completing exercise in textbooks. By allowing children to have this experience it encourages the children to be more creative, imaginative and to have fun whilst learning. By allowing children to have the opportunity to have outdoor experiences they gain knowledge about the world around them and also an understanding on how things work by taking part in practical activities relevant to their development, they discover friendship, learning skills and also problem solving, this they do not always learn from indoor education (Gov.Wales, 2018).
The potential for children to have the opportunity and learn outdoors is that it provides the children with adequate amount of space to run around and move freely (Rivkin, 1995).


In conclusion the article has valued points with regards to the fact that young children do not spend enough time playing in the outdoor environment. Despite the fact that the study was only conducted in 9 English settings in North Wales and also only 37 early years practitioners had participated in the study. The article had highlighted that whilst children were outdoors that teaching assistants were having a more active role with outdoor education than actual teachers as they carried out more educational learning indoors. The article suggested that boys are more likely to benefit from outdoor education than what girls are, this is not the case and both boys and girls should have the right to outdoor education. The evidence from the study suggests that there is insufficient training provided for early years practitioners and that they require training and the opportunity to implement this training to the children.
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