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Dating exercise
As with all the portfolio exercises, it has been necessary to rely more on internet searches than one would have liked. It would be preferable to have access to the library on campus!
(a)          Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
For the dates of the reign of any British monarch, consult C R Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History.[footnoteRef:1] There we see that Richard II reigned from 22 June 1377 until 29 September 1399, therefore the eighth year of his reign ran from 23 June 84 until 21 June 1385.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  C R Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History (London: Royal Historical Society, 1961)]  [2:  Ibid., p. 21] 

In the same book we find that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on 15 August. This is listed not under Assumption, but Maria, B.V., ascensio, assumptio.[footnoteRef:3] In 1384 this was a Monday therefore the date of the document was 18 August 1384.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Ibid., p. 55 ]  [4:  Ibid., p. 123] 

(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
Anian was Bishop of St Asaph from 27 September 1249 until 1266 and, although there was a second Anian from 1268 to 1293, it is probable that, as the bishop in question has no number, he is the first of that name. [footnoteRef:5] This is reinforced by no mention being made here of a previous Anian. [5:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_St_Asaph#Pre-reformation_bishops] 

The feast of St Mary Magdalen falls on the 22 of July[footnoteRef:6] so the date of confirmation was 23 July 1250. [6:  Ibid., p. 55] 


(c)           Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
Since the King Edward of this extract has no number, we may assume that he is Edward I, who reigned from 20 November 1272 until 7 July 1307.[footnoteRef:7] Thus the fourth year of his reign was from 20 November 1275 until 19 November 1276. In this year Ash Wednesday was on 15 February.[footnoteRef:8] Thus the date of our document is Thursday, 16 February 1276. [7:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 20]  [8:  Ibid., p. 112] 

(d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
Because of the lack of any date such as a regnal year or a saint’s day, it is necessary to discover who the named people were and when they lived. The first thing was to identify which Henry was king. It could have been one of several, so I began by looking up their dates in The Handbook of Dates. It later occurred to me that, as this Henry had no number, it was probably Henry I. This is reflected in my responses to the other manuscripts in this exercise. Cheney shows us that Henry I reigned from 5 August 1100/1 until 1 December 1135.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ibid., pp. 18-19] 

Bearing this in mind, I checked for Ranulf, Earl of Chester, first using Wikipedia to give probable dates. Again, there were several to choose from. During Henry I’s reign there were two men of that name: 
	Ranulf le Meschin, 3rd Earl of Chester	1120 – 1129[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranulf_le_Meschin,_3rd_Earl_of_Chester] 

	Ranulf de Gernon, 4th Earl of Chester		1129 – 1153[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranulf_de_Gernon,_4th_Earl_of_Chester] 

The manuscript goes on to say that he had a brother named William: ‘Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother’. I could find no record of either a son William for Ranulf le Meschin, or a brother William for Ranulf de Gernon. Thus the Ranulf here is Ranulf le Meschin, giving us a range of from 1120 to 1129.
Geoffrey Ridel had been a royal justice under King Henry died on 25 November 1120 in the sinking of the White Ship and it is his lands and his daughter which are the subjects of this document.[footnoteRef:12] The date of the disaster agrees with our earliest date given above. Henry is believed not to have resumed business before early 1121, and it is known that he departed for Normandy on 10 June 1123, and so our date range shrinks again to between early 1121 and June 1123. [footnoteRef:13] [12:  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (https://www.oxforddnb.com/search?q=geoffrey+ridel&searchBtn=Search&isQuickSearch=true)]  [13:  David Carpenter,  Richard Basset: Justice and tenant-in-chief of the honour of Great Weldon (Northants), (https://actswilliam2henry1.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/h1-richard-basset-2018-1.pdf), p.13] 

The date of Richard Basset’s marriage to Geoffrey’s daughter falls neatly into our date range between 1121-1123.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  K S B Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: a prosopography of persons occurring in English documents 1066-1166. II Pipe rolls to cartae baronum (Woodbridge: Boydell, 2002), p.166] 

The next step must be to compare the dates of the others named in the manuscript. Again, for an initial idea of their dates, I have referred to Wikipedia. And show only those dates that I could find.
Nigel d’Aubigny			d. 21 November 1129
Geva, mother of Robert Ridel		date of death unknown, but after 1123
Geoffrey de Clinton			d. 1134
Payn son of John			d. 1137
William d’Aubigny			1109 (?) - 1176
Humphrey de Bohun			d. c. 1123 (his son Humphrey d. 1165)
None of these are any help in narrowing our date range.
Try as I may, I have been unable to trace a date of death for Robert Ridel, not even a hint of the year of his death.
The creation of this document is a response to the sinking of the White Ship with the loss of life in that disaster. Carpenter in Richard Basset: Justice and tenant-in-chief of the honour of Great Weldon (Northants) gives convincing arguments for the unreliability of this document. If we support his arguments, we must find that it is impossible to date the document with any security, but to conclude that it was created at some time after early 1121 and probably after the unknown date of death of Robert Ridel. As the main beneficiaries of Robert Ridel’s death were Richard Basset and Matilda, it seems logical to conclude that the document was drawn up before their deaths, thus giving them a secure hold on Robert’s legacy, and as a result of several hours of detective work I conclude that the date range of the document falls between early 1121 and the death of Richard Basset sometime between 1135 and 1144. Unfortunately we do not know when Matilda died.
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