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This paper aims to investigate the possible effects of the proposed Bill of Rights Bill in the United Kingdom, which aims to create a new legal structure for protecting human rights. The law that exists currently, i.e., the Human Rights Act 1998, has played a significant role in securing fundamental human rights and liberties for everyone in the UK. This Act incorporates the principles outlined in the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law, enabling citizens to hold public authorities accountable for any violation of their human rights. It has been instrumental in making sure that people's rights are protected, especially in cases where public authorities have acted unlawfully or beyond their authority. By examining the similarities and differences between the two pieces of legislation and evaluating the potential advantages and disadvantages of the proposed changes, this paper aims to contribute to the ongoing dialogue on human rights protections in the UK and provide a nuanced understanding of the potential impact of the Bill of Rights Bill.
[bookmark: _Toc130001017][bookmark: _Toc130053978]Bill of Rights bill
The Bill of Rights bill create a new constitutional document that enshrines the basic rights and freedoms of UK citizens (De Minico, 2015). The Bill is being designed to cater to the distinct legal system and constitutional framework of the UK, while also prioritizing UK law over international law. The Bill aims to strike a balance the protection of the rights and national security concerns, ensuring that the public's safety is not compromised (Douma, 2017). By introducing a new Bill, the UK government seeks to modernize and update the country's approach to the human rights, while addressing criticisms and concerns about the existing legal framework.
[bookmark: _Toc130001018][bookmark: _Toc130053979]Human Rights Act 1998
[bookmark: _Toc130001019]The Human Rights Act 1998 is a really important law that was put in place in the UK back in 2000. It aims to protect the basic rights and freedoms of all people living in the UK, regardless of their nationality, race, or religion (Dimelow, 2017). Basically, it says that public authorities, like the government or the police, must respect people's human rights and can be held accountable if they don't. This is a really big deal because it means that people in the UK have legal protections against things like unfair treatment, discrimination, and violations of their privacy or freedom of speech. It also helps to ensure that the government and other public bodies are acting within the law and not abusing their power (King, 2015). Overall, the Human Rights Act has been a major milestone in UK legal history, helping to uphold individual liberties and maintain the rule of law.
[bookmark: _Toc130053980]Aims and objectives 
The proposed Bill aims to overhaul the current Human Rights Act 1998 and establish a new constitutional document that guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms for UK citizens (Greene, 2022). The Bill seeks to ensure that UK law takes precedence over international law and that the judiciary plays a significant role in interpreting and applying human rights laws The government plans to clarify the roles of the different branches of government in enforcing human rights laws and ensure that the principle of parliamentary sovereignty is reinforced (Palmer, 2022). This new legislation could potentially bring greater clarity and coherence to the human rights protection framework in the UK. However, there are concerns that it could also undermine the current protections of the rights and weaken the rule of law. The debate on the Bill of Rights Bill remains ongoing, with both proponents and opponents voicing their views. In general, the Bill of Rights Bill represents a significant advancement towards creating a coherent and complete legal framework for safeguarding the rights in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc130053981]Reasons behind the Bill being created
The proposed Bill is a significant step by the UK government towards establishing a more comprehensive legal framework to protect human rights. The new legislation aims to clarify the role of the judiciary in interpreting and enforcing human rights laws, which is expected to increase transparency and accountability in the legal system. Additionally, the government hopes that the Bill will balance the protection of human rights with national security and public safety concerns (Kyneswood, 2015). However, some experts and activists fear that the Bill could undermine civil liberties and human rights protections, as it remains unclear how the new legislation will alter the existing legal framework. Critics also argue that the proposed Bill could undermine the principle of parliamentary sovereignty and limit the ability of UK citizens to challenge governmental decisions that infringe upon their rights (O'Cinneide, 2022). Despite these concerns, the UK government remains committed to introducing the Bill of Rights Bill, and it remains to be seen how it will be received by lawmakers and the public.
[bookmark: _Toc130053982]Changes that the bill would make
The proposed Bill of Rights Bill aims to bring about significant changes to the legal system governing human rights in the UK. Its principal objective is to replace the current Human Rights Act 1998 with a new constitutional document, which will define the fundamental rights and freedoms that all UK citizens should be entitled to (Donald and Leach, 2022P). The Bill is being drafted to address concerns about the impact of human rights laws on national security and public safety, while also ensuring that the protection of human rights is appropriately balanced. It also aims to clarify the role of the judiciary in interpreting and applying human rights laws and provide a more consistent and coherent framework for human rights protections (Hickman, 2015). However, the proposed reforms have sparked debate, with critics and proponents weighing in on the potential benefits and drawbacks of the changes and their implications for human rights and the rule of law in the UK.
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[bookmark: _Toc130001023]At present, it's not clear how the proposed Bill will impact the UK's legal framework for the rights protection. Nonetheless, it's likely that many of the rights and freedoms currently safeguarded by the 1998 Act will remain unchanged. These rights, including freedom of speech, fair trial rights, and the prohibition of torture, are crucial to protecting individual liberties in the UK (Dimelow, 2017). The judiciary's duty to interpret and enforce human rights laws and the principle of parliamentary sovereignty are also expected to stay in place. While the European Convention on Human Rights will likely still be part of UK law, changes may be made in how these rights are applied. However, until the Bill is officially introduced, it remains unclear how the UK's legal framework for human rights protection will develop.
[bookmark: _Toc130053984]Advantages and disadvantages of these changes
There has been a great deal of discussion and disagreement about the proposed changes under the Bill of Rights Bill. They also suggest that the Bill's prioritization of UK law over international law could help to address concerns about the impact of rights laws on public safety (Palmer, 2022). However, there are also many who believe that the Bill has several potential disadvantages. For example, some worry that it may weaken human rights protections in the UK, particularly if it does not offer the same level of rights and protections as the current Human Rights Act. Additionally, there are concerns that the Bill could damage the rule of law and limit access to justice for those whose rights have been violated (O'Cinneide, 2022). Some have also expressed concern that the Bill could harm the UK's reputation as a champion of human rights on the global stage.
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Various proposals have been put forward as alternatives to the proposed Bill for reforming the human rights framework. One option is to amend the Act 1998 to ensure it provides stronger protection of human rights. Another possibility is to introduce a UK Bill that builds on the existing legal framework, rather than replacing it entirely (Dimelow, 2017). This approach aims to address concerns about human rights laws' impact on national security and public safety while maintaining robust protections for fundamental human rights. 
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The proposed Bill of Rights Bill has generated a contentious discussion regarding rights protection in the United Kingdom. The government's objective to prioritize UK law over international law and specify the judiciary's role in interpreting human rights laws has elicited both support and opposition. Some argue that the Bill will enhance clarity and consistency in the protection of rights, while others are worried it could weaken current rights protections and harm the rule of law. Therefore, alternative reform proposals, including amending the 1998 Act or introducing a UK Bill of Rights, have been suggested. Any alteration to the UK's human rights framework safeguarding individual rights and addressing broader societal concerns.
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