[bookmark: _GoBack]There is always apprehension for the future, for what is to come, in recent decades this apprehension has been placed upon political ideologies, technological advancements, modern art, modern music to the next generation. The world is moving so fast and we can barely keep up with it. From my A level one of the topic areas we studied was performing arts and music. A key part of this was the sudden boom for new types of music, then art, then politics in the 1960s as the youth between the ages of twelve and early twenties suddenly had more money to spend. This was due to the economic success in America which then followed into Great Britain and Europe. This led to a ‘youth culture’ of many varying identities which continues to exist today, young people did not have stay at home as much or have to go to work to help their families in the same way but could spend the money they earned on themselves. Of course this gave the rest of society an enormous jolt as this was a humongous change in the societal structure and thus invented the image of the teenage years becoming a tricky and rebellious phase of life in the way we see it today. 
Alex, the Droogs and the state.
A part of this fear seems to have landed within the pages of a clockwork orange in the form of Alex, his ‘Droogs’ and the violent youth culture which casts a fearful nefarious shadow over society within a Clockwork Orange. Violence, gang violence, rape and murder are key themes showing the darkest fears of attitudes about the new generational behaviours. I found this book tricky to read, not because of the language but because of the sheer sense of abhor I felt for Alex. I found him, his acts and his attitude so brutal and draconian and acting with no care nor conscience I found myself struggling to focus on other parts of the text. This is partly why I read it as the state being too lenient or to be beneficent within certain respects, as they tried to simplify a damnable set of acts into something they could cure in nearly an instant as if it were more of an inconvenience on both sides rather than facing the reality head on. The violent police on the other hand where the state recruited violent teenagers into the police force was a stupid act to try and remove dangerous people off the street and put them to a more constructive use, but again, not dealing with the real issue head on and was yet another huge blunder by simplifying something much more complex. It suggests an inept ability to cope and create a genuine preventative measure whilst these violent teenagers take advantage of this ineptitude. In any case Alex’s personality is one of a psychopath, incapable of empathy with other people and can only pity himself. This is partly why he results in beating up and robbing people, murdering two women and one man, effectively raping two ten year olds and a writer’s wife. He has a nice home with parents who do care about him but who are also afraid of him yet he shows not a care in the world for any of these people and the perennial effects his actions have or will have on others long after. 
Art, Language and Music
Several themes kept cropping up within the text and that was to do with heavily with music, fashion, language and somewhat with art. Several times as Alex narrates to us he states ‘dressed in the height of fashion’ or ‘Listening to J.S Bach’ which he then continues;’ I began to pony better what it meant now, and I thought, slooshying away to that great German master, that I would have tolchecked them both harder and ripped them to ribbons on their own floor’. Both seem to add more of an edge to this sinister character and world rather than make it better. In 1984 it seemed to be the complete removal of art and dumbing down of language that aided ingsoc to control everyone and in Herland the beauty and artfulness of the gardens was a staple of civilisation. In all civilisations a certain set of themes in art, architecture, fashion, language and music can often be found and depending on certain complexities will define what is termed as a ‘civilised place’, as the three men in Herland state, and such a place is often associated with good things especially if it is beautiful, elegant, smart or ornate. Whereas here in A Clockwork Orange the presence of art, fashion, language and music seems to enhance and intensify barbaric and cruel behaviour of the youth. This is the total opposite of what these themes are usually associated with. Language does the opposite than it did in 1984. This is because it is used to control people’s minds and behaviours whilst here it is freely expressed and makes Alex and his Droogs more sinister in nature and behaviour because it intensifies their dissenting attributions. People are clearly scared of them whenever they appear in the book even if they don’t do anything towards them. 
There is a reminder here of the apprehension felt towards the future and future generations but it has been fascinating to see that the arts and language can amplify the effects of evil just as much as good in a far more obvious way. I had no sympathy for Alex as he made his choices and ultimately his choices came back and made him. In the end the government in A Clockwork Orange turned out someone who went back to their old ways after everything and nothing had really been solved, Alex just begins to grow up at the end as he slowly loses his taste for violence.

