UWTSD’s 3rd years’ Loveplay Review, 
Love and Sex through the eyes of women.

Consent among humans has been an ever-invisible line for some, and to none has it been more obvious to, than women. Loveplay (by Moira Buffini and Directed by Dan Jones.) brings to light the struggle women have faced with love and consent in relationships through the ages while weaving a tasteful light-hearted humour throughout with time-travelling tinder, and precisely placed jokes to alleviate tension.  
The play starts in modern times with a woman signing up for tinder, starting the chain of tinder matches to appear throughout the entire play. The first moment that consent is brought into question is when we are thrown into roman times where a soldier fails to pay for sex with a peasant it leads to an incredibly heated argument where he claims he could just take her but in the end he leaves.
Starting the play and throwing the audience into a scene like this is marvellous, it shows the audience just how serious the rest of the show will be, and like an overture for a musical, it gets the audience more comfortable with the rest of the show. It also brings consent forward as one of the key factors, this is further explored later in the show as well. 
I think the most interesting moment in the entire show is during the medieval era, two medieval soldiers are standing and talking about the Abbey ruins behind them, while another soldier is audibly raping a woman out of sight. As one of the two men goes over to try to sleep with her next, it turns out she was beaten unconscious, so the men hurry out and away from her body.
However, it’s later revealed that she wasn’t in fact unconscious and proceeds to stand in front of the audience panicking. Slowly she starts to do quiet short screams, increasing in both volume and length until eventually, the scene hits a crescendo and her final goosebump-inducing scream is echoed around the entire theatre leaving the audience close to tears until the entire theatre is left in darkness. 
The sound designer did an incredible job with the scream and making it affect the audience so much. The woman’s scream is also incredibly important throughout the show but would go unnoticed if you weren’t concentrating on looking for it. Director and Sound Designer Dan Jones stated that the scream itself is “echoed and the audio of this is used in every time period.” – Dan Jones and is often only heard by women, most of whom are in a situation to do with love or sex while on the same ground that the raped woman had been on before them. The scream itself normally happens right before a moment where consent is a theme, once again bringing consent to the forefront of the play.
Loveplay, had some incredibly well thought out moments, where scenes about love and consent leave the audience sat on the edge of their seats only to be uncontrollably laughing minutes later at a gag placed so perfectly it smoothed out any tension. Dan Jones not only picked a play that so perfectly encapsulates modern problems, but he also balanced the uncomfortable moments with humour without it seeming tacky or forced.
