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The report is primarily based on the common law of the UK. It also describes the civil law system and provides a comparison between the two legal systems of the state. The report discusses the origin and history of common law in England in detail. Lastly, the current practices of the common law in the legal systems are provided through the description of case laws which till today form the crux of procurement of certain judgments. 
English common law or common law of the UK is defined as judge-made laws. The foundation of these laws is the customs and precedents. It came into existence during the 12th century in the era of king henry ii. The word common is used to describe these laws because the basic purpose behind the establishment of these laws is their applicability in the entire country equally. Both the substantive and procedural laws form the basis of common law. The doctrine of binding precedent is the driving force behind the origin of common laws in the state. The applicability of the doctrine is through the utility of the judgements passed by the senior or higher courts in deciding and disposing of the cases in lower or subordinate courts by taking into consideration the decisions as an example. These rules of common law can be easily substituted by the legislative laws of the land. As soon as new legislations and statutes come into force for specifying the objectives, purposes and punishments for a particular crime or wrong, the utilisation of precedence or common law ceases then and there and no further trial decisions can be upheld on its basis (ICLR, 2023). Just like the legislative and statute laws the vital purpose of common law is the protection and maintenance of public order as well as other orders like the political, social, economic, moral, etc. (Partington, 2021). Common law and laws of equity go hand in hand but are distinct from each other. In the modern legislative laws days, the significance of common law cannot be underestimated and is still considered as the most important source of law for deciding the cases of present days in civil as well as criminal decisions (Ward, 2011).
Civil law is described as every such law which is not criminal. Technically this law deals with people, properties, relationships and other matters of such nature exclusively. Civil law not only is distinct from criminal law but also excludes the operation of commercial, labour law and other such laws. These laws are mostly codified in nature. Civil law systems govern every continent of the world and it constitutes almost 60% of the laws of the world. Civil law comprises a system of rules and regulations which is established for the jurists and citizens of the nation. The civil law system is aimed at achieving harmony and cooperation and maintaining law and order for protecting the rights of citizens and identifying the roles and responsibilities to be performed by them. This is purely legislative but still leaves space for bringing modifications into the system as per the changing needs of the society through judicial and legal precedents (LSU Law, 2023). Civil law consists of both private and public laws. Civil law is everything which is excluded from the purview of criminal law. The infringement of the civil laws does not make the citizens a criminal unlike the violation of criminal laws (Gillespie, 2013).
The features of the civil legal system are the codification of rules and principles which forms the basis of the other civil laws and codes in the nation, and it forms the foundation of the primary source of laws. The role of the justices in civil laws is to identify the issues and facts relating to the specific case and accordingly apply the provisions of civil laws for bringing out effective decisions in the case. The judges are the chief investigator and the makers of rulings in civil law systems. Civil laws are operated throughout the continent of Europe, especially in the UK. Civil laws are always governed with the help of constitutions. The precedents in civil law systems are mostly applied to determining the administrative factors in court matters relating to the Constitution. In the civil law system, the jury may not necessarily have to opine unanimously on any matter. Civil laws are not the same and uniform throughout the nation and keep modifying from state to state and country to country. It is the judge's responsibility to ensure the prevalence of law over passion (Diffen, 2023).
The features of the common law system and the development of the common law is based on the case laws and judicial precedents of judges. The judges rule certain decisions on particular cases which serves as an example for the occurrence of similar cases in future. The judge's role in this legal system is the formation of rulings, establishment of precedents, and acting as a referee among advocates. Matters of law are mainly decided by the judges by the case presented before them for fair decisions and justice. This system is mostly regulated in England and that is why it is often regarded as English common law. The presence of the constitution is not always required in the common legal systems. The precedents, in this case, are utilised mainly for ruling future and current cases. The juries in common law systems are composed of laypersons only. Judges never form part of the jury (Diffen, 2023).
The origin of common laws in England can be traced back to the Middle Ages. It was developed from the varying and centralised powers possessed by the kings of the Middle Ages. The mediaeval kings in 1066 AD after the Norman conquest commenced to gather power together and founded modern institutions of justice and authority. Fresh procedures of legal action evolved under these crown kings which were governed by the structure of writs and riyal orders which described particular solutions for particular errors or misconduct of the subjects. The writs established by the kings became too stiff and rigid for their application in the law courts for accomplishing justice efficiently and effectively. This caused a lot of difficulty and an appeal for justice had to be made to the kings directly by the courts. For resolving this issue, a new court emerged known as the Court of Equity also referred to as the Court of Chancery as it was ruled by the chancellor of the kings. The two different kinds of courts i.e., the courts of equity and courts of law operated distinctively until the abolishment of the writs system in the 19th century (Berkeley, 2023). The reformation of the legal system by king Henry II lays the foundation of the common law system in England which is being prevailed till date (Klerman and Mahoney, 2007). 
We can certainly confirm that English legal system is based upon common law, as there are a couple of breaking cases that defined it.
As per the case Entick v. Carrington (1765) ,John Entick a principal and writer was charged on suspicion of writing a defamatory pamphlet condemning the government. For taking action against this Nathan Carrington was sent along with a few other people of the kings to conduct a raid in the house of the author for extracting the evidence related to the suspicion. The men were sued on the charges of trespass by Entick. It was decided by the court that Carrington did not possess the authority to raid the house of Mr Entick without a valid and proper search warrant and that he had committed the offence of trespass. This judgement is still utilised as a precedent for the application of the maxim that no man is above the law and the state is also bound by the laws and only has the authority to act by it (Clapham, 2021 and Lexis,2023).
Another famous case Carlill v. Carbolic Smoke Ball Co. (1893) shows the distinction between an offer and a mere invitation to treat is highlighted and argued extensively. The case is about one of the essential elements of contract formation and is to date being used as precedent in cases arising about the issues of offer as an element in forming a valid contract. The facts of the case are described as one Mrs Carlill bought the carbolic smoke ball which was advertised for treating the symptoms of influenza and whosoever catches it after its usage will be compensated with £100. Unfortunately, the plaintiff caught a cough and cold after its consumption and demanded compensation from the seller of the medicine which was denied by the company claiming that it was a mere invitation to treat and not an offer which binds the parties into a contractual agreement. The court ruled that this was a valid contract as the plaintiff agreed to use the medicine on the consideration of compensation (Clapham, 2021 and Lexis,2023).
Donoghue v. Stevenson (1932) is the case of negligence, where it was alleged by Mrs Donoghue that she purchased a ginger beer bottle from Mr. Stevenson which was filled with the dead remains of the snail. It was contended by her that she suffered serious ailments of gastroenteritis and shock. But the point to be noted was that she claimed that the drink was not directly purchased by her and so she was not in a direct contract with the seller. However, the court still ruled in her favour as this was a sheer case of negligence and warned the company to be more careful in their business. This case is to date utilised as a precedent for deciding the cases on torts of negligence (Clapham, 2021 and Lexis,2023).
The report has discussed the English common and civil laws in detail. It has also provided a brief contrast between the two systems of law. The report has also included a description of the origin and history of the English common law still prevailing in the UK. The prevalence of these common laws in the legal system of England at present is discussed along with the case laws of Entick v. Carrington (1765), Carlill v. Carbolic Smoke Ball Co. (1893), and Donoghue v. Stevenson (1932). 
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