Main Weakness of Primary Source
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Description automatically generated]Concerning the Relief I chose as a primary source, the predominant weakness is the room for interpretation concerning an old piece of art. The piece in question has lost its original paintwork therefore leaving room for modern scholars to make some guesswork. Another issue concerning the analysis of the source is the literature surrounding the relief and other architectural remains. The Homeric Hymns to Demeter have been dated to circa 500 BC and is a supporting source to the relief of Persephone, Demeter & Triptolemus. This is one of the only surviving literary sources concerning the myth therefore clouding the validity of conclusions drawn on my chosen subject.

Another major obstruction to the coherence of my primary source is that the Eleusinian Mysteries are by their very nature elusive in the information we can draw from them. A goal for my upcoming PowerPoint and essay is to attempt to demystify some of the uncertainties regarding the traditions, mythologies, and practices regarding the mystery religion.
Regarding steps to lessen the impact of weak primary sources good academic practices are needed in order mitigate any inconsistencies. This involves a broader consideration of primary and contemporary sources, checking if arguments are being repeated in other reviews of the mysteries. Albeit there are weaknesses to the primary source, the challenge in a university setting is summarizing propositions with the sources that are available to us.
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