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AIM(S)
· To provide a broadly based understanding for students of the evolutionary origins of humans.
· To explore human interactions with other non-human primates.
· To introduce students to various theoretical and conceptual questions and perspectives surrounding the issue of what it means to be ‘human’. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· demonstrate a detailed understanding of the evolutionary origins of the shared phylogenetic heritage of humans and other primates;
· demonstrate an awareness of how this shared genetic heritage enables anthropologists to consider what it means to be human in comparative relation to our most similar extant species;
· display a sophisticated understanding of the historical relationship between social and biological anthropology;
· critically evaluate a wide range of human interactions with other nonhuman primates and ground these evaluations in appropriate theoretical perspectives.

CONTENT

The discipline of primatology, practiced in both zoology and anthropology departments, has a very interesting relationship with the anthropological endeavour, bringing the work of animal behaviour scientists and field ethologists to the attention of anthropologists. Animal ethologists have traditionallyviewed anthropomorphism (the attribution to animals of features supposedly unique to humanity) as tantamount to scientific heresy. This was acutely felt by observers of wild primate populations e.g. Fossey with mountain gorillas in Rwanda and Goodall with chimpanzees in Tanzania. Their long-term field observations led them to name individuals within social groups such that their field research came to approximate ethnographic studies of communities of non-human persons, thereby challenging the distinction between ethology and ethnology, and the proscription of anthropomorphism in orthodox scientific practice. Observation of the transmission of regionally-specific practices amongst various non-human primate species also led to the question of culture in non-human primates, previously considered the exclusive distinction of humanity. These issues, and the way that primatologists have responded to them, represent a key area of investigation in the first part of the module.

The second part of the module explores the ethnographic investigation of interactions between humans and other primates, and the constitution of ethnoprimatology as a distinct sub-field at the intersection of social anthropology, biological anthropology and primatology. This includes consideration of human values, beliefs, knowledge and practice in relation to other primate species. The contexts of interaction include animal companions, visitor attractions, laboratory subjects, biodiversity conservation programmes, and zoonotic disease transmission. 
ASSESSMENT
Course work	(100%)
Two written assignments (of 3000 words each) each worth 50%. 
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* More detailed, topic-specific reading lists will be provided in the module handbook.


