Suzanne Lamb
'Deconstructing' research projects formative exercise
Past Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills
17 October 2024. 

In her article, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida’ [footnoteRef:1] Janet Burton begins with an overview of Martin Heale’s account of three medieval conflicts at Strata Florida as described in his book The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England[footnoteRef:2]. This secondary source material is the probable inspiration for her research, as Heale’s short account of the conflicts led to the questions Burton attempts to answer with her research. Particularly, the reasons for rivalry that led to the three conflicts within the monastic community at the abbey.  [1:  Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019): 377–407.]  [2:  Heale, Martin, The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England (Oxford, 2016; online edn, Oxford Academic, 20 Oct. 2016), https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198702535.001.0001, accessed 15 Oct. 2024.] 

Burton’s article directly refers to several primary sources, including:
· General Chapter of the Cistercian Order records;
· Abbey of Strata Florida records;
· Government and episcopal records;
· Petitions from White Monks in Wales to the English king; and
· Petitions to the English Crown and subsequent responses.
These primary sources provided contemporary accounts of the business of Strata Florida and the best information available to interpret the cause of the conflict at the abbey. It also provides the best clues to date the conflicts, which is one of the questions Burton attempts to answer through her research. 
The National Archives in London is identified as an archival source in her footnotes. It can also be inferred that she used archives in The National Library of Wales[footnoteRef:3] as it contains the Peniarth Manuscripts, a collection of medieval Welsh manuscripts including Peniarth MS 41, a 15th century manuscript of the Statute of Rhuddlan[footnoteRef:4]. The statute is referred to in the article. Burton may have used archives of the University of Oxford as well, as the Bodleian and other university libraries contain over 2,500 western medieval manuscripts. [3:  https://www.library.wales/, accessed 17 Oct. 2024.]  [4:  https://viewer.library.wales/4781214#?xywh=0%2C-793%2C4544%2C2588/, accessed 17 Oct. 2024.] 

It is likely Burton accessed much of the reference material in The National Archives online due to the archive’s location in England. The Center for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies[footnoteRef:5] is mentioned in Burton’s footnotes, as is the ‘Monastic Wales’ project,[footnoteRef:6] and it can be reasoned that both the online sources were used to identify source material. Many of Burton’s secondary source material was published in the 19th and early 20th century, and it seems likely this material is no longer available or hard to find in print and was also accessed online. She references only one website, www.gutorglyn.net/gutorglyn/poem/?poem-selection=108,[footnoteRef:7]  directly as a source. [5:  https://www.wales.ac.uk/centre-advanced-welsh-and-celtic-studies/, accessed 17 Oct. 2024.]  [6:  https://www.monasticwales.org/, accessed 17 Oct. 2024.]  [7:  www.gutorglyn.net/gutorglyn/poem/?poem-selection=108/, accessed 17 October 2024.] 


Burton used the source material to provide probable reasons for conflict in the monastic community at Strata Florida. Through review of the primary source material, Burton also discovered information that led her to question the previous date associated with the second conflict at Strata Florida. Burton’s comparison and analysis of data provided enough information to support her identification of an earlier date for the second conflict. The author successfully used source material to justify her assertion that the previous date attributed to the second conflict is incorrect.  
