[bookmark: _GoBack]Exhibition Portfolio


My portfolio highlights the story of Eyob, an Ethiopian man, that threw himself in Swansea 

Marina after an incredible journey to Swansea. His story is a literal representation of the 

titled short story in a sense.

I wanted to get more information about him so I spoke to Chris Mathews (pictured) who 

works with the Red Café in Mumbles where Swansea foodbank is held every two weeks. 

The story I heard was an incredible one but was also difficult to even comprehend what 

Eyob had been through.  As a sports lecturer in Ethiopia and in a circle of people who spoke 

out about the government, he fled persecution through Sudan and Libya, finally getting to 

Swansea. 

I was informed by Chris that Eyob had witnessed Isis beheadings while in Libya and 

that the emotional distress this had caused him was significant. His asylum application

was declined by the government, making Eyob homeless. He manged to stay with a friend 

for a while in Carlton Terrace but there were 18 other people in the house. 

He was also helped by a group of Nuns in Swansea at one point but he could only stay there 

for a short period. During his time there, I understand from Chris that Eyob cut his wrists 

and ankles while in the shower and was hospitalised. 

I wanted to represent this in some kind of image and I feel that it is in the red water with 

gold bar looking steps.

For my research I watched Ai Weiwei’s Human Flow film and some other interviews by him.

I also took a look at Stephen Gill’s website and portfolio. 

I feel I’ve learnt a lot from this project and would like to create a book or something similar 

in future to highlight this story. 
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