
How effective was British opposition to the Roman invaders 54BC- AD83?
Abstract
In this dissertation I will be examining the short and long-term effectiveness of British revolts against the Romans during their conquests in Britain. This will entail the controversies of modern and ancient sources as well as focusing on the lack of archaeological evidence from this time period to see if these people existed. I will focus particularly on Boudicca, Caratacus, Calgacus and the Druids.
Plan
Introduction
Aim: To introduce controversies in modern scholarship and discuss aims and objectives.
         To introduce the ancient authors – Tacitus, Cassius Dio and Caesar. 
We mostly have to rely on ancient authors for evidence from this time period, especially with Caesar’s invasion, Caratacus and the Druids (Waite 2011: 139, Bédoyère 2016: 4, for archaeology see: Moorhead 2016: 62, Howarth 2008: 71-74)
Ancient authors: Tacitus – would have first hand knowledge of revolt: Pagan (2017: 2), Cassius Dio – wrote many years after: Mattingly (2007: 26), both of these use these individuals for their own gain, Caesar – writing about self to engage Roman listeners.
Section One – Caratacus
Aim: to scrutinise the evidence for Caratacus’ activities and his success.
His short-term and long-term effectiveness
He revolted against the Romans until 50 AD and was known throughout Rome. Bédoyère (2016: 16), Tacitus Annals 12.32-12.38, but not mentioned very often in Cassius Dio, Hind (2007:97) - but not mentioned in Suetonius (Suetonius Claudius 17).
Helped to influence the Silures and Orodvices, who although they did not have any major confrontations with the Romans, still revolted for a further 30 years. (Moorhead 2016:67)
Ultimately defeated by the Romans, which was a huge boost to the Roman side due to Caratacus’ name being well known, (Bédoyère 2016:26, Cassius Dio 60.22, Waite 2011: 138)
Lack of evidence of Caratacus and the Battle of Medway (but see disputed hoard of gold coins buried at Bredgar near Sittingbourne, (Bédoyère 2016: 19)
Section Two- Druids
Aim: to show the short-term effectiveness of the Druids as well as their ineffectiveness against the Romans.
Threat to Caesar: Caesar Gallic Wars 4.23- 4.36, (Waite 2011:29, 31)
Helped with Boudicca’s rebellion as drew soldiers away to Anglesey: (Bédoyère 2016:29, Moorhead 2016:73)
Aim to show that the Druids were effective in the short term with Boudicca’s rebellion but as a revolt they were not very effective as they were stopped fairly quickly, (Tacitus Annals 14.29-14.30.)
Section Three- Boudicca
Aim: To show that she was effective but question whether she deserves the fame she has when compared to the other revolts?
Did she exist?
Invention of ancient authors, Cassius Dio and Tacitus, (Adler 2008:176)
Would not necessary reduce effectiveness as she was still used to smear Nero’s reputation, (Bédoyère 2016: 27)
Archaeological evidence found in London, Colchester and Verulamium, (Moorhead 2016:78)
Her effectiveness
She burnt major Roman towns in Britain however her revolt did not last very long once it started, (Moorhead 2016:77, Bédoyère 2016: 31)
Only mentioned in Tacitus and Cassius Dio, Suetonius does not mention her at all, (Standing 2005: 374).
Major setbacks to native sociocultural structures as a result of subsequent enslavement, confiscation of animals and the execution of the men who participated (Tacitus Annals 14.38-39, Moorhead 2016: 83-84)
Section Four- Calgacus
Aim: To show that Calgacus was effective in stopping the Roman advance but in terms of revolt, he was fairly ineffective
Revolt effectiveness 
Only mentioned by one author, Tacitus, as opposition to his father-in-law Agricola
Ended with the death of many families who committed suicide and the abandonment of lands and burnt crops, (Moorhead 2016: 116, Tacitus Agricola 37-38.) Britons continued to be enslaved.
Roman advance
Agricola did not return to the highlands after this battle and forts built in this area, such as the legionary fortress in Inchtuthil, were abandoned after four or five years, (Moorhead 2016: 116-117)
Section Five- Other
Aim: To discuss the other revolts that happened during this time and how they affected the main revolts or were influenced by them as well as to continuing to question their effectiveness 
Major players
Britons did not hand over hostages that were promised in the first invasion which meant that it was a waste of resources and time as no footing was gained, (Waite 2011: 42)
Cassivellaunus
Multiple confrontations with the Romans during Caesar’s invasions, (Caesar Gallic Wars 5.14)
His confrontations may have led to the surrendering of other tribes to the Romans, (Waite 2011:56)
Revolt failed and he ended up surrendering to Caesar, (Moorhead 2016: 34) however once Caesar left, the Catuvellauni tribe continued trying to obtain power in Britain which gave Claudius a reason to invade again, (Waite 2011: 61)
Silures and Ordovices 
Silures ended up revolting for thirty years, (Moorhead 2016: 96)
Ordovices continued to be a pain for Frontinus and his armies even after the Silures had been defeated (Moorhead 2016:98)
Trinovantes
One of the first tribes to surrender to Caesar during the second invasion, which helped stop the Catuvellauni tribes revolt (Bédoyère 2016:7)
Joined Boudicca’s revolt against the Romans, (Moorhead 2016: 86)
They were however forced to Chelmsford after the revolt and they never recovered to their former strength, (Moorhead 2016:86)
Brigantes
Their queen Cartimandua handed over Caratacus to the Romans when he was caught seeking refuge in their territory, making her a friend of Rome which helped her during their civil war in 68 AD (Moorhead 2016: 63, Bédoyère 2016:25)
Conclusion
Aim: To draw wider conclusions from the earlier sections by showing who was effective and who wasn’t
All the revolts were effective as they delayed the Roman advancement into Britain
Caratacus caused serious delay and multiple casualties on the Roman side
Boudicca burnt the Roman capital to the ground, sending a message loud and clear to the rest of the empire
Calgacus and Boudicca were both used effectively to allow the Roman authors to get their points across about slavery and mistreatment of the Britons, (Adler 2008: 177, Bédoyère 2016:71)
The Druids were the embodiment of everything the Romans hated and although there is not much evidence for their existence in Britain, they were still effective in helping with Boudicca’s revolt
Their ineffectiveness 
All the revolts were ultimately stopped fairly quickly with the British side losing a lot more in the long run
Other ancient authors do not mention them, such as Suetonius, so they couldn’t have been such a significant threat to the Roman invasions of Britain 54 BC- 83 AD.
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