How the material world, and people shape each other:

Following technological developments within all material based areas of life, including the building of dams in order to ‘control’ the entity of water, or the increased level of deforestation thus far affecting the way in which trees and wood as a material shape our existence as humans have changed. Now entering an epoch referred to as the ‘Anthropocene’ – defined as a time where ‘the human footprint has reached levels akin to the ice age’ (Meybeck et al, 2017); we now shape the material world just as much as it does us.
Within everyday life material culture has become a defining element of the individual, identifying ourselves based on our material possessions; two people could possess objects each made of the same material i.e. wood; and yet one will be acclaimed as a high status and wealth based on how society labels said object in terms of the material culture concept, for example, a violin and fire logs could be the exact same wood however society as a whole would label the violin as a more prestigious object although they are materially the same. This is identified as “agential powers of nature and artefactual things” (Bennett, 2004) although it is the same material, individuals will perceive each object differently based upon “the experience of our own body” (Bennett, 2004) if one person had experience playing the violin they would draw upon a more in-depth relationship with that material in that form however a tree surgeon could form and value the logs in a greater capacity. The difference between the ‘scrap’ material we would burn on a fire and that we would craft an item from is merely dependent on the form humankind manipulate the material to form – the material still shapes people’s lives in whichever form it takes.
A violin could enfold and shape an individual based upon the music it is used to play, whereas the wood used to burn on a fire shapes the lives of an individual based upon its environmental effects; the abuse of materials shows how people shape the material world based upon consumer demand, Euro-American culture has led to increased deforestation in order to fuel the consumerist ideologies of modern society thus far the material world is forced to adapt and grow differently – water is forced to act differently due to the building of dams and boreholes in common drought-ridden area where the water is naturally needed and active and forcing it into an area where it is forced to adapt in order to provide items such as bottled water and clear land for the consumer market. Therefore, “Hyperobjects” (Morton, 2010) are formed we have distanced ourselves from nature in order to adapt to the materialistic culture of the ‘Morden’ world. It is now a dominant livelihood to live in a house and shop in a supermarket rather than live off the land and open to nature as we were previously historically inclined to do so; rather than living with nature with now strive to live through it “we chat about weather, due to the distance between us and nature” (Morton, 2010).
The idealism surrounding hyperobjects shows the inclined divide between nature and humanity – we no longer connect ourselves with nature upon a raw material basis, we don’t live with nature and accept the fruits of its labour to a seasonal degree. We now expand and attempt to control elements based on the demands of societies material culture, in favour of capitalist gain; “The will of the capitalist is certainly to take as much as possible.” (Marx, 1848), the epoch of the Anthropocene is taking liberty in shaping nature – there is increased volcanic activity since the industrial revolution due to the overuse of fossil fuels and demands of the dominant population. “It’s been established that melting ice caps and volcanic activity are linked – but what we’ve found is that erosion also plays a key role in the cycle.” (Sternai, 2016). Over time this suggests how the relationship between humankind and nature has changed, We now not only shape the material world based on our activity differently to the past when the dominant lifestyle was to live off the land and with nature; increased natural disasters and changes in climate have led to increased demand for items such as sandbags and flood shields have been drawn into demand – material culture has adapted to accommodate to the changing life of an individual; but the individuals demand has been shaped by the material world – in current times we are attempting to adapt in order to accommodate to climate change by using more recyclable materials and protesting against issues such as deforestation thus far highlighting how the material world shapes people and vice versa.  “if incurrence premiums rise as insurers factor in the increased risk of flooding due to climate change, and house prices consequently fall, some of this loss can straightforwardly be blamed on past greenhouse gas emission” (Allen, 2003). However the geographical location of an individual can affect the way in which the material world shapes them, for example, changes in the material world can lead to sand storms in Arabia but flooding in Europe – each individual shapes and is shaped by the material world differently, but are moulded all the same; created by a chain reaction of individual events.
Although it is argued that a single natural anomie cannot place “extreme weather blame” (Hulme, 2014) on a discrepancy; it is impossible to measure the effect of human activity on an isolated event “no single home run can be attributed to steroids” (Hulme 2014) just as no single volcanic eruption can be attributed to the incline in climate change – there is still a clear relationship between increased industrial activity to accommodate to the material culture and the level of volcanic activity since the enlightenment period. Furthermore, developing upon the idea that the material world and people both shape each other equally – they both adopt a change in order to accommodate the other. People shape the material world by attempting to control it building things such as wind turbines and the material world shapes people by adapting to reverse the effects of their damaging labour – increased flooding as a knock-on effect of the burning of fossil fuels.
Overall there are many indicators that suggest the material world and people shape each other however it may differ to the individual and geographical location; despite these dividing attributions the material world and people are shaped the same.
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