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Now a days developing essential academic and employment skills is crucial for long-term career success. Academic skills form the foundation for professional skills. These include critical thinking, research ability, problem solving, communication skills and digital literacy.
Critical thinking involves analysing, evaluating, and applying reasoning to information and arguments rather than accepting them at face value. It is essential for effective academic reading, writing, and decision-making in study contexts [1].
Research ability encompasses the competencies needed to design inquiries, find and analyse sources, assess evidence quality, and synthesise results into coherent findings, supporting independent research and scholarly investigation [2].
Problem-solving is an essential academic and employment skill involving identifying issues, analysing causes, planning solutions, and reflecting on outcomes; it enhances students’ ability to tackle academic challenges and workplace tasks effectively [3].
Communication skills are the abilities to express ideas clearly and effectively through speaking, writing, listening, and nonverbal methods. They are essential in education, workplaces, and personal interactions, helping individuals convey information accurately, collaborate with others, and solve problems efficiently [4].
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Figure 1: Essential Academic and Employment Skills
Digital literacy is essential in today’s workforce due to rapid technological adoption. Vocational education must equip students with these skills. Research highlights best practices, challenges, and recommendations, emphasizing teacher training, equitable technology access, and collaboration between institutions, industry, and policymakers to prepare students for successful careers in a digitalized labour market [5].
Numeracy skills are vital for employment and labour market success, as employers often use numeracy tests in recruitment and improved numeracy increases job prospects. Poor numeracy can limit graduate employment opportunities across sectors, making development of quantitative competence essential for workforce readiness and career advancement [7]
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