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Food, Sex and Strangers. Understanding Religion as Everyday Life, Graham Harvey, Pp. xi + 244, Acumen Publishing, Durham, 2013, £26.99 (paper). ISBN 978-1-84465-693-6. 
Graham Harvey’s ‘Food, Sex and Strangers’ comprises of debates and opinions whilst examining and considering how scholars and students should attempt the study of religion. It was developed from discussions with his students and inspirational scholarly pieces.
Upon first impressions it would have been beneficial to have supporting images especially within the exercises. This exclusion is left unexplained but one can deduce a reasoning from chapter one (p8). Using a camera as an example of separation Harvey claims that a photograph takes us back to these places, but they lack the experience of being physically there.   
Obscure chapter titles create a sense of interest which reveal no obvious meaning to their content. The first chapter ‘Of god and goats’ provides an overview of each chapter and through its persuasive, positive tone and an element of humour it tries to engage the reader to rethink how they approach the study of religion. Encouragingly it stimulates scholars to acknowledge their preconceived ideas of religion and through bizarre exercises it succeeds in helping the reader to contemplate their approach to the subject. But it may be difficult to grasp the examples without a theoretical mindset.
Chapter two ‘Religioning elsewhere’ emphasizes elements to be considered when trying to define religion (p23) and how this can be attempted in the ‘real world’ highlighting bodily modifications, pilgrimages, cleaning and actions which all could be deemed religious. Constructively it urges the reader to consider actions in religious contexts and whether they should all be classed as being religious. It considers a religion without boundaries and possibilities of religions being in contact. There appears to be a lack of cohesion but adding subheadings would have been beneficial. Although the chapter provides many examples it seems imbalanced using mostly Christian references.   
‘Christianity is not a religion’ seems quite a controversial statement to entitle chapter 3. It focuses upon the terms belief and believing frequently used within religious studies. Harvey states that the term is identifiable with Christianity implying that Christianity consists of belief systems and should not be classed as a religion. Agreeably scholars overuse the word belief and sometimes can be guilty of using their understanding of Christianity to explain other religions. This chapter intentionally incites debate on Christian use of methodology and terminology. 
Chapter 4 ‘Talking like a pirate’ engages the reader to debate the terms secular and god and Christian theologians attempt to mislead. It makes readers aware of the conscious duality scholars create. But its direct approach against Christians continues which overshadows the authors objective. 

‘Real world’ chapter 5 allows scholars to contemplate the real world and to consider how humans act, perform and behave within this setting. According to Harvey scholarly research is out of context and they should approach religion within this real world. Agreeably scholars should recognize the environment and setting in which these religions occur. However the author leaves ideas suspended, for example considering matter (p89) and does not elaborate or explain how this affects our understanding and approach to religion.                

Chapter 6 ‘Doing violence with impurity’ was inspired by Tawhai’s work, acknowledging peoples’ interaction with space, with each other and the environment. Positively it identifies cooking, carpentry and meeting as part of religion, but it could have included scholarly work from Ingold and Tilley to further explain these points. Also it would have been advantageous if further examples were used to show how this could be expressed within other religions.  
‘Respecting relations’ chapter 7 is similarly formatted focusing upon the work of Hallowell to explain respect between people, animals and the environment. It correctly criticizes the terms nature and supernatural in describing the North American Indian religion which may be a misrepresentation of their concepts. Similar to the last chapter further examples would have been helpful to explain these points further. 
‘Things full of meaning’ chapter 8 looks at the overuse of the terms symbol and representation which separate concepts and materials. This chapter enables readers to consider images of deities as god(s) not a representation of god(s). Disappointingly the chapter is compiled of scattered and open-ended ideas.   
Chapter 9 ‘Purity and Pilgrimages’ the author provides an example of the Jewish experience of Hillula at Meron to demonstrate the boundaries which are created by scholars. Notably it recognizes that the ethnic diversity of Jews is complex, but these boundaries are permeable due to their mutual collective religious interests. But it is questionable whether Harvey fully comprehended what he observed at Meron due to him being an outsider. 
‘Enchantment and emplacement’ chapter 10 focuses on Pagans. It recognizes their diversity whilst not being bound to one religion. It also looks at the word syncretism for its flaws and favours the word fused. This is an important chapter to demonstrate that all religions cannot be boxed into one set model. The only drawback is that in some instances it seems to reiterate points already tackled in previous chapters. 
Chapter 11 ‘Christians do religion like other people’ is an attempt by the author to prove that Christianity may be classed as a religion after all if it were approached in another way. It encourages scholars to see Christianity as a way of life and as a performance. However the main issue with this chapter is that it is extremely brief and one cannot help but feel that the chapter has been included to pacify Christians due to his previous criticisms. 
The final 12th chapter ‘Religion is etiquette in the real world’ summarizes the whole book recognizing that religion is about ‘relational’, ‘performance’ and ‘material’ (p220). It recaps the authors argument well and does eventually provide an idea in his opinion of how religion should be approached, which could have easily functioned without the added unnecessary exercises.  
Overall the book is a contributory piece which encourages readers to contemplate the ways in which they approach, observe and interpret religion. Its in-depth theoretical framework is broken up using humour to reinforce points, allowing the reader to enjoy the composition and comprehend his views on the subject. Its style is highly academic making it potentially a scholarly piece. By using examples and observations Harvey demonstrates how his theoretical approaches can be used. This consequently encourages scholars and students to apply and develop upon these theories to be used within their own case studies. His aims and ideas are clear throughout the piece and he delivers them with conviction. His tone is persuasive as he executes his concepts with precision and achieves his goal in making his arguments credible.   
There are some improvements which would enhance the book. Harvey uses selective evidence to support his points and it would have been beneficial if more examples were provided. His language is sometimes difficult to comprehend because he is so desperately and passionately trying to explain his points that his ideas become scattered and fragmentary. Therefore the book maybe a difficult starting point for those who are unfamiliar with religious studies or theoretical approaches to religion. His ideas are bold, satirical and audacious that sometimes he oversteps boundaries to arouse debate which in some instances may cause offence. This can overshadow his opinions and the purpose of his research. More importantly Harvey omits and disregards the human element of religion, particularly emotion, cognitive awareness and thought processes. By disassociating religion from humanness one cannot hope to achieve a complete understanding of religious thought and practice. 
Overall the book contributes in helping scholars and students to question preconceived ideas and to reconsider their approach to religious studies. 
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