Description of William Cragh’s dead body

And the at that time when the said witness saw the aforesaid William Cragh, he had a totally black face, and with bloodied or blood encrusted parts, and the eyes of William himself had popped out of their place, hanging down outside the eyelids of the said eyes, and the hollows of the eyes themselves were filled with blood. Moreover, the mouth of the said William Cragh and [his] neck and throat and all other parts situated around about, and even [his] nostrils were full of blood.†   When they questioned him, the same witness answered in this way: that it was impossible that the said William Cragh would have been able to breathe in or breathe out air through his said nostrils or though his mouth, or through his throat, or through his neck according to the way of nature, because it was inflamed and swollen and misshapen on account of the aforesaid hanging. Foremost he said he believed that (according to the way of nature) he was not able to breathe in and breathe out air through the mouth, and through his throat, and also through the neck, or the neck veins, because the tongue of the said William was hanging outside of his mouth further than if it was the length of the middle finger of a man’s hand; and the said tongue was black and inflamed with his own blood, and as swollen as if an ordinary man was holding two fists together at the same time; that therefore if he had been alive the said William would not have been able to withdraw his said tongue naturally for it was so swollen and inflamed, nor would he have been able to breathe in or even breathe out air through his mouth. This had been seen by the witness at that time, and it seemed the same to him up until this point, just as he said.

Vatican City, Vatican MS Latin. 4015, fol. 11r, trans. H. Webster

