Methodology – Write up
Introduction 
In regard to the previous chapter. An overview is provided of how policing changed during the COVID 19 pandemic, looking closely as the different levels of crimes and the different trends between crimes were identified. However, it also shows a comparison of the different police approaches within different forces across Wales compared to other forces in the UK. These two objectives have been achieved through the research carried out in the literature review through secondary research. This methodology will provide an overview of the topic of policing in South Wales during the COVID 19 pandemic with a large focus on the different types of research carried out in order to reach all three objectives. The final objective is evaluating public perceptions on policing in South Wales during the pandemic, this objective will be met through conducting primary research.
The Methodology chapter of a dissertation is a way of outlining research methods. A methodology looks at the overall approach to how research is conducted throughout the dissertation (Stinetorf, 2024). A methodology can be known as a variety of different methods that are used to conduct research. It allows research to have meaning and is used as a theory to “show how research should be undertaken” (Niada, 2022). 
The research onion can be defined within a research methodology. This approach is identified as ‘a research onion’ as it is known by the different layers like an onion has. It allows individuals to be able to give a clear structure to describing the different choice that were made throughout the research conducted. In order to use this model, it is vital to ensure that it is used from the outside layer inwards. The research onion is good to use not just for the structure but to allow individuals to think deeper with gathering research (Phair and Warren, 2021).
This is an image of the research onion displaying the different layers of the structure (Saunders et al., 2019).
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Philosophy is the idea within a thought process within research or in order to gather information. It allows individuals to identify the ideals of “assumptions, meanings, beliefs and theories” behind research (Pecorino, 2020). The research philosophy in any written study is the framework to ensure all research is carried out effectively (Gialdino, 2009). The image above of the research onion showing the identification of each layer shows within the philosophy layer lies positivism, critical realism, interpretivism and postmodernism. Within this dissertation the chosen philosophy type that will be best is interpretivism. According to the University of Nottingham (2023) the inductive approach can be identified through observation potentially between people and objects. This method has a large focus on people which therefore, this will then allow the researcher to be able to look closely at what is being investigated in order to gain a wider knowledge and understanding. However, it is often shown that interpretivism has a larger focus on qualitative methods within the layer of data collection on the research onion. Therefore, within this dissertation this type of philosophy will be used as this allows more qualitative methods of data to be analysed.
Approach
In the approach section of the research onion, it is vital that the correct approach is chosen to ensure the different ways of reasoning and research conducted. The chosen approach for this dissertation is inductive research. According to Streefkerk, (2022) inductive research allows the researchers to “develop theories” through observations. In order to justify using this method of approach, it does not require a hypothesis in the first place therefore will allow for a wide range of research to be carried out which allows for more meanings, and it makes it easier for the research to identify different patterns and find a conclusion (Bernard, 2011, pp.5–8). According to Dudovskiy (2021) inductive research will allow the study to progress with existing research and knowledge being used to build a theory on answering the overall aim of analysing how policing changed during the COVID 19 pandemic. The research being carried out will include both qualitative research and quantitative research. Quantitative research can be known to base findings on gathering statistical data, so this method therefore should be based on numerical data including percentages averages and mathematical methods, whereas qualitative research is based on data that does not involve numerical information. This type of data can be carried out through analysing different feelings and opinions of how policing during the pandemic affected the different communities (Greetham, 2019, pp.167–173).
Research Strategy 
Within this dissertation the secondary research strategy will be carried following objective 1&2 whereas the primary research will be carried out following objective 3 through a survey. A survey is a common research strategy in order to obtain research from certain participants. Within this research strategy it allows for individuals to answer open or closed questions in an organised structured way. Each participant will answer the same questions surrounding the area of policing during the COVID 19 pandemic (Matthews and Ross, 2010, pp.200–215). A survey allows for a large target audience to be reached through the access of google forms. The chosen strategy is a survey over an interview as it is a quick and easy process to follow to gather data easily (Jain,2021). According to Jones, Baxter and Khanduja, (2013) interviews are usually done face to face or over the phone and can be time consuming depending on the participants answers. A survey is beneficial as it can allow quick responses whilst only using a small amount of the participants time, it is a cost-effective method, however it is not always guaranteed that every individual will participate or answer the questions correctly.
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Choices
The methodological choice of the research onion allows the research to determine which method is best for the research being carried out, Mixed method research is a term used when both qualitative and quantitative research methods are used within a research document in order to obtain a wider range of data from both research types (Bryman, 2016, pp.634–660). Mixed method research will be used as both qualitative and quantitative data will be gathered from the survey. By combining these methods, it can allow for a stronger understanding of the research question with more answers from the variety of different questions in the survey. However, it can be a lengthy process as it requires both methods therefore more information to gather and analyse from the results (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020).
Time
On the other hand, the chosen time horizon for this dissertation will be a cross sectional time horizon. This method is completed through observation where the information gathered is transferred into findings over a period of time for the research project (Institute for Work and Health, 2015). This time horizon aims to identify the overall outcome of the primary research, it is often completed through a survey as they look at different variables and outcomes within findings (Jesson, 2001).The time horizon for this study with be completed between October 2023 with the completion of the study in May 2024.
Technique
The technique section of the research onion identifies the data collection and data analysis. The data collection method is a survey, which will therefore gather a sample analysis of participants who meet the requirements for the chosen research. Sampling is a process where researchers gather information from a wide target audience in order to find information (Tuovila, 2020). Systematic sampling will be used to ensure participation is voluntary for individuals over the age of 18. This chosen sample will allow an ethical decision as it will not be asking any children therefore will not require parental consent. The survey will be produced on google forms which will allow for the survey to be posted online for participants within the south Wales area to answer. In order to ensure that it is only individuals from this area it will be specified within the brief of the survey as well as being shared with individuals from this area. The data can then be collected from social media platforms through sharing the survey.
Ethical issues can be known within research to ensure that there is no “ethical misconduct”. In order for the research to be ethical it must be clarified that the university has ensured that the subject means the ethical standards of UWTSD, therefore minimising any risks to participants as all guidelines are followed. However, within this study all ethical concerns have been looked at, approved and adhered to. (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2024). It is vital to follow the guidelines to ensure the rights of individuals are protected as well as insuring the researchers attain the right “quality and integrity of research”
Reliability and validity 
What is reliability? 
Validity – accuracy of the measurement 
Limitations/Potential Hurdles 
People are being asked information from 3 years ago – studies of covid 19 individuals have to recall information from years ago therefore could be a threat to the accuracy of the information.
Not sure what I could write about here.
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Figure 4.1 The ‘research onion’
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