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Introduction
This assignment is an individual investigation into knife crime across the UK. It will evaluate the initiative relating to knife crime historically. Looking into the legislations and will pay attention to the effects and impact knife crime has made. It will consider how services are affected from practitioners to their practices, and it will also look at the people using these services and informal carers. We will also look at recommendations for future practice.
(Allen & Audikas, 2018) A paper conducted by Allen and Audikas for the house of commons library recorded that in 1977 135 offences were recorded by police due to knife associated crimes. This is the first known recording of knife crime by the home office of a significant proportion. 2011 was the next time knife crime was recorded due to an increase of reports to the police about this dangerous offence. Since then there has been an alarming increase in the number of crimes associated with a knife or sharp instrument. Statistics within the paper has shown that at the end of March 2018 40,100 knife crime offences were recorded that year alone, this has been said to be the highest rise in eight years where the recorded offences were in the region of 33 thousand.  knife crime data has been comparable since 2011. Knife crime has become more of a danger to the public as more reports are being issued than ever before. (The Week, 2018) The week has expressed that statistics from the office of national statistics have stated that the improvements within the police force has had an impact on the increase of knife crime offences. The independent has voiced their opinion in April 2018 that the lack of communal places for young people to go and interact with others could be a major factor in the rise of knife crime. Another factor that is being expressed is that the lack of funding to keep community projects going and safe places means that young people don’t have a place to gather to keep themselves out of trouble and gangs. It could also be argued that with the budget for the police forces being cut causes considerable stress on the police especially when they are at their lowest numbers since 1996 with limited resources being available.
(Dearden, 2018) A document produced by Dearden states that knife crime is affecting children as young as thirteen years old, an increase in stabbings and knife crime is being thought to be strongly linked to social media and drug dealers, police have asked for more funding to tackle the problem, as it is on the increase up by twenty two percent in 2017, this was the highest increase in one year ever recorded. (Childline, 2018) Childline has identified that knife crime is anything from carrying a knife, using it to threaten someone, a robbery where you have a knife with you for any reason, to using a knife to harm or murder somebody. (Bloom, 2018) Bloom produced a report containing information that evidence suggests people affected most by knife crimes are those who live in poverty, youngsters as well as black and minority ethnic communities. These people have limited access to amenities such as youth clubs, sport facilities and are more likely to become part of a street gang.
(Younge, 2017) Younge reported that John McShane wrote in his 2010 book Knife Crime: The Law of the Blade, declared that the youth of today no longer use verbal means to tackle confrontation referring to the 1995 murder of school headmaster Philip Lawrence outside of his school in London. The book also outlines how he thinks that knife crime is strongly related to racial connotations. Tony Blair even stated in 2007 that the black community as a majority are decent and law-abiding people that are horrified by what has happened, but also stating that we should not pretend that it is black kids that are the perpetrators of the crimes. Younge also documents that when ‘white’ children are killed, the public are quick to judge the state of the youth of today, however, when ‘black’ children are killed the public are quick to assume their race has a lot to do with it.
(Costello & McClatchey, 2011) Costello and McClatchey have said that when we think of street gangs we normally think of mafias, drug gangs and so forth, however, groups of teenagers in a street are classed as a gang, some of these are involved in small crimes which can progress to more serious crimes such as drug dealing and even more serious crimes. Due to lack of information about the extent of what a gang is, it is very difficult to tackle gang crimes. The home office doesn’t have any figures on the current number of active gangs or the level of their crimes in the UK. The home office can not even tell you what a gang is. (Shaw, 2018) Shaw has placed in his report that knife crime incidents are carried out more by those over the age of eighteen, however, statistics have also revealed that in June 2018 one in five under eighteens were part of the 20,113 which equates to 4,291 cautioned, reprimanded or even convicted of knife crime activity. 
(Busby, 2018) Busby has created a paper stating that Ofsted has provided a warning that schools should not be required to find a solution for knife crime within young people. The education sector should not be the only ones tackling the increase of knife crime and that all sectors should be raising awareness to help tackle the problem and in keeping young people safe. Being able to prevent knife crime within the society of young people should be tackled by all relevant agencies such as the police force and social services, this should in turn bring justice to those affected by knife crime. The mayor of London Sadiq Khan however has suggested that the programme Watchdog should be judging schools on the way that they are effectively dealing with the problem and how they are trying to keep it out of schools. Schools can provide teaching in the dangers of dangerous weapons and enforce a zero-tolerance policy to carrying offensive weapons during school hours. Ofsted has stated that schools cannot be substitute parents for young people and teach them how to tackle extra issues such as gang violence, knife crime, obesity and child neglect, due to having more important things to focus on. Furthermore, having to tackle these extra issues means that the schools would more than likely become distracted from their initial purpose…teaching.
(Atkins, 2018) Atkins revealed that in 2017 many charity organisations applied for funding to tackle the fight against knife crime, initially from £765,000, with the government investing another £1 million in 2018 for early intervention initiative. The home office will help support communities tackling knife crime that is urgently needed to help the fight against knife crime. The home office has also publicly declared that there will be measures brought into schools that will help fight knife crime. These lessons will target eleven to sixteen-year olds to educate them on how dangerous knives are and to give awareness of the aftermath of these crimes in doing so it is hoped this will help prevent knife crime. Celebrities across the UK have been helping charities immensely due to personal experiences due to knife crime. (Social Spark, 2019) Brooke Kinsella founded The Ben Kinsella Trust in 2008 with the help of Social Spark, when her brother was brutally killed by three teenagers with a knife on his way home from school. Ben was just sixteen years old and in the middle of completing his GCSE’s. In March 2010, the trust made its biggest achievement to date by increasing the sentence of a knife related murder from fifteen years to twenty-five. The law today is most commonly known as Ben’s Law. The trust also created a static, five roomed interactive exhibition to show the consequences of knife related crime/violence. In 2014 it was permanently situated in Islington. 
(Oakes-Odgey, 2019) The mother of a knife crime victim has provided an outline of the laws currently in place against knife crime and has stated as it has always been prohibited, it was in 1953 that the government created an act that made it illegal for anyone to carry an offensive weapon without lawful authority. This is known as The Prevention of Crime Act 1953. (Archives, 1953) If someone is classed as in breach of the act the penalties are six months in prison and/or £5000 fine. Since this act was put in place, there have been many other acts created with the most recent being the Legal Aid, Sentencing & Punishment Act 2012. This act tackles harsher punishments to be put into force on offenders to reduce the amount of knife crime. (Archives, 2006) A bill was created on 9th June 2005 identified as The Violent Crime Reduction Bill, amended in October 2006 to increase the legal age to buy a knife from the age of sixteen to eighteen. Evidence has suggested that carrying a knife serves as a protection against others. (Police.co.uk, 2019) The police have put together a website providing advice on what weapons are illegal and what the law will do if someone is in breach of carrying a dangerous weapon. The fundamental piece of advice is that no person under the age of eighteen is legally permitted to carry a knife and advise that adults are permitted to carry a knife on the legal side that the blade is 3cm or less and is foldable such as a swiss army knife. The biggest piece of advice the website offers is that no dangerous crimes should be committed such as threatening behaviour using a knife. The laws and legislation regarding knife crime is increasingly popular across the UK, this means that everyone knows the legal implications of knife crime and therefore indicates that there should be no excuse for it to be carried out.
	(BBC, 2018) The BBC has provided statistics within a report highlighting how knife crime has affected the NHS substantially, stretching the NHS quite thin because of the rising hospital admissions due to crimes associated with knives and sharp objects. The statistics recorded by the NHS states that there was an average of 12 admissions to hospitals everyday due to knife-related injuries in 2016-17. Consultant at a Yorkshire based NHS hospital has stated that they see at least one knife wound incident every one to two days. To support this statistic, South Yorkshire Police recorded 882 knife crime offences between April 2016 and April 2017, this is a 43% increase. (Shaw, 2018) Shaw reported in 2018 that out of the 44 police forces in the UK, 38 had recorded a rise in knife crime since 2011. In March 2018, it was recorded that 40,137 knife related crimes was a 16% increase from the year previously and being the highest increase since 2011. In context, it has been stated that violent crimes involving a knife or sharp object is highly rare, with it being even more unusual to need hospital treatment as a result. (Dearden, 2018) has reported that chair John Apter has openly said more officers are needed on the ground, this is due to the loss of 22,000 officers since 2010. The reports has also stated that there are no more than 122,404 police officers across the whole of England and Wales that are tasked with the prevention of violent crimes. 
	(Ottewell & Wheatstone, 2015) Ottewell and Wheatstone documented that the home office has recorded that north-east of the UK has been given the title as the highest knife-crime populated areas. Cleveland which houses towns such as Middlesbrough, Hartlepool and Redcar is the recorded to have the most offences reported with 55 knife crimes per 100,000 population. (Burrows, 2018) Burrows stated that London has also been a city within the UK that has recorded some of the worst knife crimes, with fifteen people being murdered and five of them being teenagers from 31st December 2017 to 23rd February 2018. In 2017 statistics revealed that London alone saw 80 deaths that were a result of knife violence. (Statista, 2018) 2010/11 there were 13,332 knife related crimes that were recorded to the Metropolitan police, 2017/18 saw an increase to 14,769.
	To conclude, knife crime is increasing at an alarmingly high rate with clear statistics being available. As stated earlier in this report, it is evident that more funding can help reduce street gangs by providing safe places for young people to go and keep out of trouble. It is arguably clear that the reducing number of police officers make it harder to tackle crimes not just associated with knives but in general. One could argue that schools are being made to tackle knife crime more so than any other public service indicating that teachers are becoming more distracted from their actual job. Evidence is making it clear that different ethnic backgrounds are more likely to be blamed for knife crime which is arguably wrong as many work hard and contribute to society.
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