What, in your opinion, were the most significant military and political factors that influenced Muhammad during his lifetime?
The events of Muhammad’s life and his rule of his polity are available to us through a rich and detailed collection of biographical writings. Muhammad’s uniting of the Arabian tribes and rapid pervasiveness of Islam is a culmination of multiple circumstances, although the most influential of them can be categorised into two parts: political and military. These events not only shaped the Arabian Peninsula but also became significant factors that influenced Muhammad and his teaching. This essay will discuss political and military events, their effect on Muhammad’s goal of unification, and their influences on Muhammad and Muslims. I will evaluate which is the most significant factor, in my opinion, that influenced Muhammad during his lifetime.
In the early years following Muhammad’s first revelation in the Cave of Hira, Islam consisted of close friends and family as well as a small gathering of followers within Mecca. His preaching though had reached the northern city of Yathrib where a number of Arabs became interested. Seventy-five Arabs made pilgrimage to Mecca meet Muhammad, resulting in the Second Pledge at Al-Aqabah. In this pledge, they swore fealty to Muhammad as their leader and that they would protect the Prophet. The tribes of Yathrib had been locked in a bloody stalemate with each other and saw Muhammad as an outside third party that would unite the warring factions.[footnoteRef:1] The Quraysh had long been persecuting the Muslims and so Muhammad encouraged his followers to emigrate to the now friendly Yathrib, where they would be welcome and protected. The pledge went as follows:  [1:  Lings, M., & Islamic Texts Society. (1991). Muhammad: his life based on the earliest sources. (Rev. ed.). Islamic Texts Society, Pg. 111] 

“Blood is blood and blood not to be paid for is blood not to be paid for. I am of you and you are of me. I will war against them that war against you, and be at peace with those at peace with you.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Shawqi, Abu Khalil, Atlas on the Prophet’s Biography (Riyadh: Darussalam, 2004), pg. 85] 

The Second Pledge at Al-Aqabah is mostly significant in that it led to the Hijrah and establishment of the first Muslim community of Medina. 
[bookmark: match]The mass emigration came as a serious problem to the Quraysh. Much of Mecca’s population was leaving for Yathrib, weakening the once prosperous Mecca both militarily and economically. In addition, the Muslims, of whom Quraysh had made an enemy, now had gained power in the city to the north. This was all because of the actions and teachings of a single man: Muhammad. The tribes of Mecca convened to find a solution to the number of problems that the Prophet caused; eventually they decided on sending one member from each of the participating tribes to assassinate him. The men of the Quraysh anticipated that Muhammad would leave with his followers into Yathrib and so would wait outside of his house in order to ambush him. However, the angel Jibril (Gabriel) appeared to Muhammad and warned him of their plot. Ali wore the cloak of Muhammad so that they believed he was in bed; meanwhile, God removed the sight of his attackers briefly so that Muhammad could sneak past them and leave for Yathrib with Abu Bakr. The attackers eventually discovered that the man in the cloak was Ali and heard that the Prophet was seen walking the streets, so they returned and rose the alarm. A large bounty was placed on the Prophets head and men went out to search for him and Abu Bakr. However, they were not on their way to Yathrib but in hiding to the south of Mecca. Eventually, the men moved on and Muhammad was able to travel onto the oasis of Quba where he met with many other emigrants and established a mosque. After four days, he and Abu Bakr left for Yathrib wherein upon arrival they renamed the city to Medina.[footnoteRef:3] The Hijrah is one of the most significant events during Muhammad’s life. It marked the founding of the first Ummah (mixed Muslim community[footnoteRef:4]) and the beginning of the Muslim calendar. The foundation of a Muslim community changed the view of Muhammad from an annoyance to the Quraysh into a significant force in the region. Muhammad now had a sizable army to defend himself and become more authoritative. The Prophet found himself with a whole new set of obstacles to overcome. What we see from this period is a focus on Islam’s approach to ruling, and how one lives a holy life. Shortly after the arrival of Muhammad, the nature of his rule in Medina begins being discussed. Out of these discussions and agreements comes the Constitution of Medina. Within this constitution lays the groundwork for a multi-religious Islamic state.[footnoteRef:5] The Constitutions contents are described by Awad Halabi thusly: ‘The Constitution required all members to make war as one, to pay the customary bloodwit to redeem prisoners (art. 4–8 and 12a), and to seek revenge if a Muslim is killed fighting “in the way of God” (art. 19). The articles requiring the community to refer any disputes to God and Muhammad (art. 23, 42, 47), to be assured of God 's protection (art. 15, 20a, 47), and to grant Muhammad the authority to declare war (art. 36) all reflect the Islamic nature of this document.’[footnoteRef:6] [3:  Lings, M., & Islamic Texts Society. (1991). Muhammad: his life based on the earliest sources. (Rev. ed.). Islamic Texts Society, Pg. 118-124]  [4:  "Ummah." In The Oxford Dictionary of Islam., edited by John L. Esposito. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t125/e2427 (accessed 12-Nov-2020).]  [5:  Firestone, Reuven, Jihad: The Origin of Holy War in Islam (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), pg. 118]  [6:  Halabi, Awad. "Constitution of Medina." In The Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 12-Nov-2020. <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1003>.] 

With the constitution of Medina drawn up and the integration of the emigrants with the other tribes, Muhammad could turn his attention towards the Quraysh. Shortly after the Prophets arrival in Medina, he declared this revelation:
“Those who have been attacked are permitted to take up arms because they have been wronged—God has the power to help them—those who have been driven unjustly from their homes only for saying, ‘Our Lord is God.’ If God did not repel some people by means of others, many monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, where God's name is much invoked, would have been destroyed. God is sure to help those who help His cause—God is strong and mighty—"[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Qur’an 22:39-40 (Abdel Haleem, M. A., The Qur’an (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004))] 

This hadith gave justification for Medina’s aggression towards Quraysh, who seized the possessions of those moving to Medina prior to and after the Hijrah; as well as the persecution they had suffered in previous years. Muhammad and his lieutenants led many raids against the trade coming from and towards Mecca. This was done for a variety of reasons. Firstly, to test their military capabilities as well as to scout for weaknesses. Secondly, in order to weaken the tribes economically and militarily. Thirdly, to support the swelled population of Medina which would not support itself without raided provisions.[footnoteRef:8] After some time, Muhammad learned of an exceptionally large and lucrative Meccan caravan. The Prophet planned to attack it and on the 9th December 623, with a force of around 313-317 men, 70 camels and two horses.[footnoteRef:9] However, upon realising that Muslim scouts were nearby, the leader of the caravan sent a request to Mecca for a relief force. Mecca sent 700 men (originally 1000 but 200 turned back).[footnoteRef:10] The two armies met in the valley of Badr, starting with a duel between three champions of each army (which the Muslims won). The two armies exchanged arrows until they met. According to the Qur’an, at this point thousands of angels swooped in and smashed the Meccan army.[footnoteRef:11] The Meccans routed, and some seventy troops were captured. It is well documented how well the prisoners were treated. William Muir wrote: [8:  Rodgers, Russ. The Generalship of Muhammad: Battles and Campaigns of the Prophet of Allah (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012). Pg. 71-73]  [9:  Rodgers, Russ. The Generalship of Muhammad: Battles and Campaigns of the Prophet of Allah (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012). Pg. 88-90]  [10:  Rodgers, Russ. The Generalship of Muhammad: Battles and Campaigns of the Prophet of Allah (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012). Pg. 90-91]  [11:  Qur’an 3:125 (Abdel Haleem, M. A., The Qur’an (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004))] 

“In pursuance of Muhammad’s commands, the citizens of Medina, and such of the Refugees as possessed houses, received the prisoners, and treated them with much consideration. ‘Blessings be on the men of Medina!’ said one of these prisoners in later days; "they made us ride, while they themselves walked: they gave us wheaten bread to eat when there was little of it, contenting themselves with dates. It is not surprising that when, sometime afterwards, their friends came to ransom them, several of the prisoners who had been thus received declared themselves adherents of Islam...Their kindly treatment was thus prolonged, and left a favourable impression on the minds even of those who did not at once go over to Islam”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Muir, William, The Life of Mahomet, 3 edn. (London: Smith, Elder and Co., 1861), pg. 122] 

The Battle of Badr is another extremely significant event in the rise of Islam and was a very influential factor in the life of Muhammad. The decisive victory was a great triumph. The overwhelmingly outnumbered Muslim force winning sent a message to the other tribes in the peninsula that a new power was on the rise. It showed that Medina is a regional power that could rival even the powerful Quraysh.
This battle would lead to the beginning of the Muslim-Quraysh wars. Following the pyrrhic victory at the battle of Uhud and the decisive victory at the battle of the trench, Quraysh and the Muslims signed the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. This treaty entailed that there would be peace between the Medina and Mecca for 9 years 9 months and 9 days. Also, in this treaty was the guarantee that a year later the Muslims could enter the city on peaceful pilgrimage. However, when the Muslims arrived en masse, Meccan emissaries met and entered diplomacy to arrange the Muslims do not enter the city. Muhammad met with them and drew up a new treaty.[footnoteRef:13] This treaty was largely in favour of the demands of the Quraysh. However, it did lessen the tension between the two cities. The terms were:  [13:  Mutahhari, Murtadha, The Event of Hudaybiyyah https://www.al-islam.org/unschooled-prophet-ayatullah-murtadha-mutahhari/event-hudaybiyyah [accessed 12th November 2020]] 

“1.) There will be a truce between both parties for ten years, whereby during this period all the people may enjoy safety and harmony. 2.) Whoever wish to enter into a covenant with the Prophet will be allowed to do so, and whoever wish to enter into a covenant with the Quraysh will be allowed to do so. Whoever enter into anyone of the parties, will be considered as a part of that party. Likewise, any sort of exaggeration on them will be considered as exaggeration against that party. 3.) Whoever  come  to  Muhammad  (pbuh)  from  Mecca  fleeing  away  without  having permission from his/her guardians, will be sent back to the Quraysh, but whoever come to the Quraysh from the Muslims will not be sent back to the Muslims.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Al Mamun, Abdullah, The Role of the Treaty of Hudaybiah in International Relations https://journal.unisza.edu.my/mjis/index.php/mjis/article/view/105/55 [accessed 12th November 2020]] 

By signing the treaty, the Quraysh no longer viewed Muhammad as a fugitive rebel and recognised the Islamic state in Medina. The Muslims in Mecca were also now able to practice Islam publicly, ending the persecution.
The foundations of the Islamic religion were not built in a day. The teachings and beliefs evolved along with its prophet as it faced new challenges and influential factors. The Hijrah to Medina encouraged Muhammad as well as the emigrants to create a system of government that would provide an example to Muslims for many years. It showed the necessity of living effectively within one diverse community which has a significant relevance with the increase of globalisation in contemporary times. The battle of Badr provided an opportunity for Muhammad to show his martial genius as well as solidify Medina as an authoritative regional power. There is no one single factor that is the most influential as one begets another. The significance of one cannot be looked at without first studying the influences that came before it. Considering this, the event that influenced the later factors the most is the Hijrah from Mecca to Medina. It founded the first Muslim community which allowed Islam to truly flourish and expand its theology.
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