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Rough script outline for presentation:

Slide 1:
Realistic vs fantastical
Realistic birds depictions may include: vivid and lifelike colour, likely printed and within proportion.
Fantastical depictions may include: colour (but not realistic colours), possibly hand drawn, fantastical creatures (e.g. Griffon) and out of proportion/oddly sized.
Age of print
Medieval/hand written manuscript
	Different style of book creation, produces a different written and drawn effect. 

Slide 2:
The image seen here is some form of duck or bird of prey (BOP) maybe.
The tail and body structure would indicate BOP, however the feet appearing to be webbed would indicate an amphibian bird. 
The beak of the bird is also of a more amphibian bird rather than a BOP.
This is an example of the fantastical depictions I was referring to, being that the bird appears to have been drawn originally from a description rather than from the original animal. 
I was unable to determine what bird this was to state how accurate it is to the actual animal.  

Slide 3:
Another depiction of a bird from the same book. 
However this time the bird is much more like the actual animal. 
In the book this bird is called a Bubo, from this we can work out that it is a Bubo Bubo or eagle owl.
Whilst much more like the actual owl itself, there are still some proportional errors. The feet and legs are oversize, with a small head. 
The pictures in this book have print on the reverse side of the page to the images so could indicate wood carved printing. C 1555
On the nub of the branch there is a signature of FO, possibly the engraver?

Slide 4:
Here we have a much more realistic image of the Eagle owl as we had before. 
Here we have the bird perched on a branch again, however everything does seem to be in proportion to each other. 
One of the most noticeable differences is that this has got the added benefit of colour. 
From looking closely at the book you can see the original outlines were printed with copper plates, and then the colour appears to have been hand painted in. At the bottom of the image you can see the print is title Le Grand Duc, or the Grand Duke. This is an alternative name for the Eagle owl. 

Slide 5:
Here we have another owl, though this time it is a long-eared owl. 
Much like the first image of the owl it is not completely true to the original animal, the body here is a bit slender to the actual owl. However I wouldn’t necessarily call this fantastical due to that. 
Like the previous image this has colour and also appears to have been printed then painted in. 
There is a mark of 13.4 on the bottom right which may be the plate number.

Slide 6:
Whilst not from the Roderic Bowen Archives, this image is from the Laws of Hywel Dda stored at the National Library of Wales. 
This image clealy shows the fantastical type of depiction.
A hand drawn manuscript image

Slide 7:
In summary, while not overly clear from the images from the Archives here you can see a difference in the realistic and fantastical imagery of birds. 
This would stem from a few factors:
Firstly the styles of the time, e.g. the image from the Laws of Hywel Dda are a medieval style and hand drawn, whereas the rest of the images are 16th or 18th century. And thus a different style. 
Secondly from the type of production, this does link with the style, as you can get more repeatable detail with a printed plate than by hand. 
Thirdly the artist themselves and how they see the animal, whether they have seen the animal themselves or are doing the art from a description. 

More will be said in the presentation, I don’t usually do a presentation from a script thus it is difficult to write one. 
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