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[bookmark: _GoBack]                            The author of the assigned text is Niall Ferguson who is a successful author and tv presenter of topics such as the British empire. He is a modern historian as shown by the text on the British empire. His political background is shown through the text and through his other works as he focuses on his empire. His right-wing background shows in his work by the argument that without the British empire, the alternative would have been worse. His intellectual background is also shown through the text as it is cleverly written and provides a skilful understanding on the topic of the British empire. Niall Fergusons biography provides insights on the interpretation of the texts as he is described as ‘one of Britain’s most renowned historians’. Therefore, before we even start to read the text we assume that the text is going to be of high quality. The text relates to Niall Fergusons wider body of work as they text is focused on certain aspects of the British empire and his other books are about money, war and trade in relation to the modern aspect of history. As the text is about empire, his other books are more than likely to relate to similar topics. In conclusion we can gain a fair amount of information from the text about the author, Niall Ferguson.
                The topics covered in the assigned text are about the British empire such as globalisation, the invention of the telegram and the problems of the British rule in places such as India and Jamaica. Is it an easy read as the sentences are well thought out and flow making it easy to understand and follow, making it a book that is important to an academic audience as it will allow them to gain the information needed about Niall Ferguson’s chosen topics in his book. The books strengths are that it is well researched and therefore provides a clear argument throughout. The books weakness is that it wouldn’t be able to cover all aspects of the British empire and therefore Niall Ferguson only chose to include the topics relating to his argument. This is shown by the fact that Niall Ferguson prefers to focus on the Victorian part of the empire and only skims over the rise of the British empire before the Victorian period. The sources the assigned text uses are mostly books and articles. this supports the articles points by adding additional points that support Niall Ferguson’s argument. The books key arguments are about why Britain came to be the biggest empire ever and it is effective as Niall Fergusons argument explains how this came to be and the problems this entailed. In conclusion, the content and argument in the assigned text empire supports Niall Ferguson’s argument.
                 The text is aimed at an academic audience as the book is about the British empire. Therefore, as the text is intended at an academic audience, they might interpret the text by questioning Niall Ferguson’s argument. The text was first published by penguin books in 2003 by Allen lane. This might impact the interpretation of the text as the writing may be a bit outdated as some of the ideas noted in the book may have been challenged and therefore proven false. However, since the text was published in the last 20 years it is relative new and the most likely to put forward the most correct theories on the British empire. Furthermore, penguin books are a well credited publisher which proves the text is for an academic audience. In conclusion the audience and publication of Niall Ferguson’s empire supports the text as the publication is highly trusted as it is used by academic audiences. 
             The assigned text contributes to a broader historiographical debate by it adding to the debate over the British actions as an empire.  His argument consists on how Britain made the world.  The assigned text does references another historians work showing that the text is well researched and well credited. Having many historians noted shows Niall Fergusons ability to research the little details that reinforces his argument. The text representative of a particular historiographical approach such as one that is focused on the British empire and therefore would bring a new argument to this historiographical debate.  This book has a decent reputation within academic scholarship as his work is well researched and provides insightful information on the British empire. The responses this book has had on other historians were questioning as some may have questioned the points mentioned in the texts. In conclusion the historiography in relation to Niall Ferguson’s empire means that he brings a new argument to this debate.
               In conclusion, Niall Ferguson’s book on the empire is effective as it covers information on the author, the content and argument, the audience and publication and historiography and therefore makes an effective argument in relation to the British empire. 
