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          Eco Schools – Todays Education
                                          Ellie Protheroe

What is Educational of Sustainable Development for Global Citizenship?
Educational of Sustainable Development for Global Citizenship can be shortened to ESDGC. ESDGC can be seen as an aim to help challenge learners, children or young people to see how they can contribute to other people’s lives and the lives of their communities. Welsh Government, 2017 portrays that ESDGC is built around seven different themes, and they are:
1. [image: Image result for esdgc logo]The natural environment
2. Consumption and waste
3. Climate Change 
4. Wealth and poverty
5. Identity and culture
6. Choices and decisions 
7. Health(Swansea University, 2017)

Swansea University, 2017 explains that ESDGC is supported by the Welsh Government. It is there to help and support organisations and people across Wales by promoting higher quality activities, to maintain its uptake and impact on people’s lives, to ensure there is a more sustainable future for the environment and the people living in Wales and around the world.  
How does Education for Sustainable Development for Global Citizenships encourage schools?
Education for sustainable development & global citizenship (ESDGC) is about the things we do on a daily basis all year around. It is about conquering the large and small issues and situations in the world such as climate change, conflict, consumer pressure and environmental depletion and how they relate to each other and us?
Schools can encourage children, young people, other staff and their community to make a positive contribution towards sustaining a more sustainable future by helping each other and governors to understand and have more knowledge about the meaning of sustainable development through a daily basis decision making. This can happen when it is run through the curriculum that they deliver and the way in which the school is run and managed. (Sustainable Caerphilly County Borough, No Date)
Educational for Sustainable Development for Global Citizenship encourages schools to think about what they are doing on a daily basis which can affect the environment. Just little activities such as recycling, growing their own food or walking from one destination to another can show the children that they are able to make a difference to their lives and also educating the children or young people about climate change and what they can do ensure they have a safer future regarding climate change. This can be linked in with Eco Schools as the ESDGC promotes their support to ordinary schools and giving them pointers to become an Eco School and hold a colour flag.
 Boyd, Hirst and Siraj-Blatchford, 2018 suggests that eco schools are an international programme designed to promote sustainable development through education and awareness that leads to action in their local town. Such as Keep Wales Tidy which is a programme that is being managed, (Merriman et al., 2014). They also suggest that schools boast an Eco School Green Flag award and the children’s voices are at the heart of it, also with an exploration of the participatory ethos related to their involvement in the eco-committee and the schools Fairtrade committee.
What is the Educational for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenships ethos?
Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship’s ethos revolves around a holistic approach to learning, and believes without all areas working coherently, it would fail. For example, when looking at environmental factors such as consumption and waste, climate change, health and so on, you should not look at them individually, but as them all being linked together to ensure sustainability throughout the world. 
Eco Schools believes that we should be supporting children’s critical thinking by explaining that waste leads to climate change, climate change leads to health issues, which all contributes to things such as global warming. By providing activities and resources for the children to learn about these topics, you are not only supporting this holistic approach, but also Vygotsky’s social learning theory. Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory of human being learning is described as a learning social process and where the origin of the human intelligence in society or culture. The main theme of Vygotsky’s theoretical framework is social interaction. This plays an important role in the development of children’s cognition. Vygotsky believed everything is learned on two levels.    
First level is through the interaction with others, which is then integrated into the individual’s mental structure.  
Every function within the children’s cultural development appears twice. The first, is on the social level, and later, then on to the individual level. Then, between people which is called interpsychological, and then inside the child intra-psychological. This is then used equally to draw attention, to the logical memory, and then to the formation of concepts. All the higher functions originate as an actual relationship between individuals. (Vygotsky, 1978, p.57)  
The second aspect which is associated with Vygotsky’s theory, is the idea that the cognitive development is very limited to a "zone of proximal development" (ZPD). This "zone" is the area of exploration for which the student is cognitively prepared, but requires help and social interaction to fully develop (Briner, 1999). 
What is the Foundation Phase?
The foundation phase is situated throughout the United Kingdom. The foundation phase is where children are encouraged to be creative, imaginative and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective.
Children are given the opportunities to explore and have some knowledge of the world around them and to be able to understand how the world works by taking part in a variety of different practical activities which are relevant to their developmental stage. The children will be challenged through different practical activities and develop their thinking with open-ended questions. Children are then encouraged to explore different concepts and share ideas for solving problems with other children and adults.
The Foundation Phase has 7 areas of learning which are delivered through practical activities and active learning experiences both indoors and outdoors. The areas of learning are:
· Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity
· Language, literacy and communication skills
· Mathematical development
· Welsh language development
· Knowledge and understanding of the world
· Physical development
· Creative development.
                                                                   (Welsh Government, 2017)
These seven elements towards the foundation phase are there for children to be able to have more of an understanding of the world, ability to develop their creative development and lastly for them to be able to learn about their culture around them

What are Eco Schools?
Eco Schools are becoming a growing phenomenon which is there to be able to encourage young people and children to engage with their environment by giving them the opportunity to be actively learning and giving both young people and children to expand on their knowledge of the environment and life cycles, (Eco Schools, No Date). Cooper, Johnston, Rotchell and Woolley, 2010, expresses that Eco Schools are and international award programme that administers support and guide to schools that are on a sustainable journey, providing framework to help embed these principles to the heart of the school life. 
According to Keeping Wales Tidy, No Date explains that Eco Schools are situated globally. But some are closer to us such as Scotland, England and Wales. Keeping Wales tidy, No Date also shows that they are mainly run in Wales and are funded by the Welsh Government, which becomes a benefit for authority schools as they are given to them for free. Vale of Glamorgan, (No Date) explains that there are seven hundred and sixty Eco Schools situated throughout wales and also twenty two throughout the Welsh authorities which includes a broad range of Infants, Primary, Secondary and Disability Schools.
What are the seven steps to achieve flags?
Eco Schools have seven steps that they give out to encourage children and schools to follow the framework to get the Green Flag. The seven steps consist of: 
Step one – Eco committee, this is the heat beat of the eco-school’s action and learning, this can be seen in a form of one pupil from every year is on the committee and they meet formally once every half term to determine a project for the school. (Eco Schools, No Date)
[image: Image result for eco schools]Step two – Environmental Review - This consists of investigating the schools environmental performance by gaining a realistic picture of their existent environmental and sustainable performance both inside and outside of the classroom. This step can be linked in with step one as the review is led by the Eco-Committee and should enable them to experience how well, or how not so well the school is performing. (National Wildlife Federation, No Date) 
Step three – Action Plan, this is the follow up from step two which is Environmental Review. This can be seen as people from the committee coming together to make an action plan to decide what the best idea or goals are for the future and fro any other potential projects. (Vale of Glamorgan, No Date)

Step four - Monitoring and Evaluation – This step is also another important step within eco schools as it enables the school to monitor their environment by having before and after photos, questionnaires, meter readings, analysis of electricity and water bills etc.  
Step five – Informing and Involving – this step can be linked with step one which is eco committee where they are able maximise the impact of their work within an eco-schools, so the eco committee will need to ensure they get as many people involved as possible. Also children within the school may want to participate with their larger community and environmental projects. 
Step six – Linking to the Curriculum - This can include pupil-led projects that are being designed to help improve the schools’ environment and surroundings. This can be used in an activity where the teachers highlight the existing curriculum and opportunities that promote environmental awareness. For example, the English persuasive letter could be addressed to the MP’s addressing the local environment issues. 
Step seven – Eco Code – The Eco Code is where the Eco Committee issue a mission statement where it should demonstrate the positives in a clear and imaginative way, and also showing the school’s commitments to improving their environmental performance. This can be issued as a song, poem, rap, limerick or even something more creative. 
What do Eco Schools actually do?
Eco schools have come up with a mission which is to encourage and empower students to change the world, (Eco Schools, No Date). They have aims and benefits which include children being encouraged to take part in eco-committees within schools and for children to be engaged in sustainability. The aims they have are to be able to help school combine learning and action, working towards environmental sustainability with both schools and their communities, help schools to make a commitment and for them to continue to improve their environment performance, (WWF, 2017). 
They also provide benefits which are the outcomes of their aims and that have been proven successful, and they are; Improve schools environment, holistic learning through integration of positive environment messages within the school curriculum, for schools to be able to have a better integration with the local community, able to have a greater student empowerment and lastly to be able to invest in the opportunity in a global network of schools that are involved in the programme, this is also from WWF, 2017. 
Eco Schools has been seen to have an impact over-seas and internationally. Kids Web Japan, (No Date) acknowledges Eco Schools in the schools throughout Japan. Kids Web Japan, (No Date) also shows that Shinanodia Elementary Schools takes pride in their solar power generation system, the water that is in the school’s swimming pool is also made safe for the children to drink, the water that is used to flush their toilets comes from rainwater and also it explains that any leftovers from lunch are used as fertilizer. 
How does Eco Schools encourage children?
Eco schools are there to encourage children to be aware of sustainability and recycling. Davis, (2015) suggests that as they engage in such thinking and actions, young children and young people also learn about political skills and social skills by working together, resolving actions within sustainability and also for the children. There are also many theorists that encourage a child-led and child-centred belief and they are:
· Vygotsky
· Bruner
· Bronfenbrenner
· Montessori
                                                                              (TouroSGOTTSMAN, No Date)
These four theorists have an impact on children’s learning and development by believing I different way to encourage children to learn and develop.  Vygotksy (1978), suggests that for children to understand the Zone off Proximal Development, they would need an adult/teacher to be there to supervise them: this can then encourage children to ask questions for them to understand what they need to do to be able to recycle, or if there is anything else that the children would like to learn about sustainability in the world. (Boyd, Hirst and Siraj-Blatchford, 2018).
Bruner shows ‘copying’ between adult and child is his Bobo Doll experiment. The way children learn is through copying adults or replicating their actions to suit them. According to Veale, (2005) it suggests that Bruner’s (1996) scaffolding can invite a dialogue between the adult and child: this is then a result of an interactive way of discovering new knowledge for children and understanding of sustainability and recycling. This can also be seen as the child or young person discovering new answer to their new questions. 
Bronfenbrenner is another theorist that believes children and young people use the theory of the ‘ecological systems’ where the child is a living system and has been embedded within and also being influenced by any broader systems. Bronfenbrenner also believes that there are three different sections to the ‘ecological system’ and they are:
· Community/Culture
· Familycare/School/Neighbourhood
· Individual Child/Youth
                                                                                    (Davis, 2015)
These four theorists all play a major part within Eco Schools to encourage children to be sustainable. For example: Vygotsky’s role within an Eco School would be where his theory would enable to child to have a co-constructive questioning with teacher or adult, where they would both discover how to recycle, or how to be sustainable. Working together as a team to be able to have a better outcome. (Veale, 2005) and (Boyd, Hurst and Siraj-Blatchford, 2018)
Bruner’s role would be for the adult to engage in an activity or just simply plant food/recycle, which can then impact on the child’s or young person’s experience with said activity. This will then hopefully give a positive outlook on recycling and being sustainable, which will then lead to them teaching or engaging children later on if their life.
Montessori’s role within an Eco Schools is to be able to get the children to repeat their actions, which will then enable them to have a hands on learning experience. Montessori, (1912) suggests that children should be able to choose what they would like to do depending on their needs: Eco Schools are there to enable the children to be able to do that and create their own learning: This is called a child-led or child-centred learning. (Cooper, Johnston, Rotchell and Wooley, 2010)
What are the benefits and challenges of Eco-Schools?
There are many benefits towards eco schools, but there can be seen to have some challenges. The benefits that link with both schools and the community are:
· It makes a difference 
· Schools are able to have a Green Flag
· Ability to increase Environmental Awareness
· Improve the schools environment 
· Involves the local community
· Access to many supportive agencies
· Links with the curriculum 
· Pupil Empowerment
These benefits will enable the schools to become more sustainable and also to encourage their community to get involved with the schools to become more sustainable to the environment. The way that Eco-Schools make a difference is because they are able to have an impact not only on the environmental health of the schools, but also to create financial savings. (Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful, 2017)
Eco-schools improve the schools environment by releasing the ‘Umbrella Project’, which is where they get teachers and the community involved to help with common causes of sustainability. Such as: Recycling, planting food, growing food, encouraging children to make food from what they have grown and lastly encourage children to take responsibility for their actions. (Keep Britain Tidy, No Date) 
Saving money is also a major benefit towards schools and their community. To be able to save money, schools and communities have to adopt measures that will reduce consumer wastage and also keep water and energy as their action plan. They will be able to see a significant saving, this can be seen where they reuse bottles to either keep water or to hold art and craft things. (Sheffield is my plan, 2017)
There are not as many challenges as benefits because Eco-Schools concentrate on basing their programme on benefitting children, young people, schools and their communities. The challenge that is very significant is:
· The enrolment in pre-schools education – It has been seen that only forty per cent of the children that are enrolled onto the programme is from ages three to six, and eighty per cent are only enrolled onto the programme for one year. This will then be a disadvantage for the children and the environment as they have not had enough information about sustainability and recycling.
What is the ethos of Eco Schools?
So what do eco schools actually do? Eco schools have a mission which is to encourage and empower students to change the world, (Eco Schools, No Date). They have aims and benefits which include children being encouraged to take part in eco-committees within schools and for children to be engaged in sustainability. The aims they have are to be able to help school combine learning and action, working towards environmental sustainability with both schools and their communities, help schools to make a commitment and for them to continue to improve their environment performance. This is from WWF, 2017. 
They also provide benefits which are the outcomes of their aims and that have been proven successful, and they are; Improve schools environment, holistic learning through integration of positive environment messages within the school curriculum, for schools to be able to have a better integration with the local community, able to have a greater student empowerment and lastly to be able to invest in the opportunity in a global network of schools that are involved in the programme, this is also from WWF, 2017. 
Eco Schools were launched in 1994 which was in response to the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. There are more than 18,000 schools registered as an eco-school and 1,200 hold the internationally recognized eco schools green flag. The programme provides framework for learning and actions around 9 topics, and they are biodiversity, energy, litter, global citizenship, healthy living, school grounds, transport, waste and water. 
For schools to be able to hold the green flag, they have to follow a 7 step process. According to Keeping Wales Tidy, No Date explains that Eco Schools are situated globally. But some are closer to us such as Scotland, England and Wales. Keeping Wales tidy, No Date also shows that they are mainly run in Wales and are funded by the Welsh Government, which becomes a benefit for authority schools as they are given to them for free. Vale of Glamorgan, No Date explains that there are 760 Eco Schools situated throughout wales and also 22 throughout the Welsh authorities which includes a broad range of Infants, Primary, Secondary and Disability Schools.
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