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Alexander Savage

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: 
Strata Florida is situated at the foot of the Cambrian mountains close to the village of Pontryhdfendigaid, Ceredigion grid reference SN763663.This site was visited on 11/01/19. The conditions where dry and mild with fairly good visibility. The area around strata Florida formed part of a business empire of the Cistercian monks of the abbey and is considered to also reflect historic welsh culture (strataflorida.org) 

Method: 
The two sites were approached on foot and visual inspection carried out and observations recorded by photographs and brief notes. The sites were looked at within the area and attempts were made to date and interpret findings through evidence. 

Findings:
Site 1: Key findings included stonework type structures some visually different to others surrounding them.  Evidence of animal enclosures lacking substantial internal structure unlike the middle structure which clearly had some form of internal structure indicating it may have been a dwelling. Close top the dwelling there was evidence of undulations which may have been evidence of ridge and furrow agriculture. 
Photograph of site A structure is visible from land       Aerial photograph site A structure visible 
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Site 2:
The key findings for site two include similar stonework on a much larger scale clearly a lot different to site one. Evidence of slate for roofing found indicates a later period also a very large, elongated structure; surprisingly we where informed that this was a stone sheep pen the largest atone surviving in Great Britain. This may indicate the scale of animal husbandry that may have been going on at that time.


Photo of site 2 structure is visible from ground     Aerial photo of stone structure visible at site 2 
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Discussion: 
The evidence and interpretation were purely based on visual observation. In order to improve the quality and reliability of the interpretation of the evidence other techniques would need to be employed such as surveying, comparing to similar sites and accessing historical documents. According to Fleming (2006) going beyond the evidence creates problems of interpretation. However, Johnson (2006) indicates that the relationship between evidence and interpretation is vital. Therefor quality of detailed assessment can only improve the potential reliability and interpretation of the findings as landscapes result from environment and land use over time.  Quality assessments of sites may also be of value in sustaining sites in an appropriate way, such as special interest tourist destinations, and as valuable historical records.
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