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Introduction 
This poster will be explaining the new additional learning needs and education tribunal act 2018 and also the implications of this act on practitioners. As the name of the act has changed from special educational needs (SEN) to additional learning needs (ALN) the definition has remained the same as additional learning needs and education tribunal act 2018 states that a child with ALN is someone who has a learning difficulty or disability that requires additional learning provision in order to access education more inline with peers. A child or young person can be identified if they have significant difficulty in learning than the majority of others that are the same age.
Practitioner’s role change

SENCO’s will be changing to ALNCO’s under the new act. If there are new ALNco’s they will be required to have further training which the welsh government are providing. Difficulties with gaining a masters it could be time consuming in an already pressured role as ALNco’s are an add on to a teachers role rather than a separate role. And time is very limited for practitioners (Collinson & Cook,2001). The time allocations to complete the role will depend on the budget of the school rather than the need and this could vary wildly depending on the head teacher’s discretion.
Individual development plan 

The individual educational plan is being replaced by a individual development plan, it will provide details of the child’s difficulties, provision the school has put in place, person cantered holistic approach and will be obligated for schools to provide this plan for all learners with additional learning needs regardless of their severity. This new system will be more flexible and responsive as the IDP will be able to change and adapt over time depending on needs and circumstances of child or young person (SNAP Cymru, 2018). Furthermore, activities should be tailored to each individual chid or young persons needs and abilities as the new curriculum states that education will be tailored individual childs ability which will work alongside the new ALN reforms (Curriculum for Wales, 2018)
(Source: Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal act 2018)

Age range 

The new statutory framework will be supporting children and young people with additional learning needs from birth through to 25 whilst they are in school, further education and also when they are over the compulsory school age. Unlike the current SEN provision which only supports children from school age up to the age of 16 and LDD (learning difficulties or disability) for post 16 which are both covered by separate legislations, the new framework supports children up to the age of 25 under one system rather than two. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, there are possibilities for positive and negative outcomes for the new system as it could mean that the schools could come under more pressure from having to manage a higher amount of children with ALN and rights that parents could dispute, in order to prevent this there will be more stress on time and budgets or schools could play down a disability or move the threshold of what they feel is a disability as the definition is significant, the children with milder difficulties could be downgraded and not have any provision which could cause a similar issue to the old system. All in all the person cantered approach will enable the young person or child a voice and more control over their future and goals. 

Transparent system 

The ALN education tribunal (wales) act 2018 emphasises that there will be a stronger collaboration with all partners. All services working with children, young people and their families including health and social services and education will have a crucial role to play in working together to deliver effective, efficient, child centred support for learners with ALN. To support this collaboration this act will place a new duty on health boards to appoint a designated education clinical lead officer. Local authorities that have written information about ALN must allow people to access easily, info will be given to:
· Children and parents/ carers
· Young people
· Schools
· People who support children with ALN e.g. health services 

SEN to ALN

The Additional Learning Needs (ALN) and Educational Tribunal Act was passed in January 2018 and will begin to be rolled out in the new school year of September 2018, however there have been some delays which can cause some confusion as some counties are using SEN and not ALN, the new act plans on completing being underway by 2023. There will be some significant changes to the reforms such as replacing the name Special Education Needs with Additional learning needs which means SENCO’S will be known as ALNCO’S.
Why does the Act need to be changed?

· Current act is out-dated. It was created 30 years ago and needs of pupils and education settings have changed the law hasn’t kept up. 
· Children/ young persons needs are found too late under current act
· Support is too late
· Children’s parents/ carers not involved enough 
· The act and system is too complicated 
· As said before the current act is only up to the age of 16
· Process of receiving a statement with its provided support was very slow and has led to a system of haves and has not. Possibly depending on who’s parents were able to fight for the statement. 
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