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Nature of the report:
This report looks at the teaching of Classics within the UK, from its early conception before it was even given the label of Classics to modern day and the impact government legislation has had on its teachings and availability to students.
Defining Classics:
Classics is an ‘Umbrella term’ which covers a variety of subjects such as Latin, Ancient Greek, Classical civilisation, mythology and literature originating from ancient Greece or Rome[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Hunt 2015: 1] 



[bookmark: _Toc532218912]Background: The History of studying Classics in the UK
It is hard to define when the studying of Latin in England was actually introduced without looking to in depth at the Philosophical question of ‘what is education’. The departure of Rome resulted in the rise of Christianity and as such the church encouraged certain teaching of things such as Latin songs and such as a means of spreading Christianity[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Adams 2015: 7] 

In 598AD the first official school in England was founded by St Augustine and by the 7th/8th many churches began opening their own ‘grammar schools’ in which Latin literature and language was taught in order to prepare men and women for positions within the church[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Gillard 2018] 

Throughout the years teaching became not only for those looking to enter the church and so more people were given the opportunity to study Latin.
1944 however saw the beginning of the decline in Latin teachings as The Butler Education Act was introduced and the tripartite was implemented, meaning that only students who were in Grammar schools could work towards university and thus learn Latin[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Forrest 2003: 42] 

Due to a high number of students dropping out of their Latin courses there was a consensus that perhaps there should be a ‘reform of Latin teaching’ in which students in grammar schools should be immersed in the classical world but through the medium of English[footnoteRef:5]; thus introducing the first teachings of ‘Classics’ though it had not yet been classified as this. [5:  Forrest 2003: 46] 

It should be noted that in regards to ‘current’ schooling institutions, Latin had been mandatory due to it being a requirement for university until the 1960’s[footnoteRef:6] but when this was abolished Cambridge introduced ‘The Cambridge Latin Course’ in 1970, which provided pupils with a more in-depth study into Roman civilisation, which had primarily considered ‘background’ in the previous years[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  Forrest 2003: 42]  [7:  Forrest 2003: 60] 

Being adopted by multiple institutions these teachings have been slowly altered until they became the Classics studies that we know today.
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[bookmark: _Toc532218913]Uses of studying Classics
Due to the diversity of its nature, Classics often acts as a gateway to other subjects such as history, sociology, anthropology, philosophy and many others.
In regards to the Latin aspect of the course, studies have shown that pupils that have studied the Latin language are able to improve their knowledge and understanding of English faster than those who have not. Furthermore, it helps to prepare students for learning modern foreign languages as many such languages are based on Latin[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Hunt 2015: 3-4] 

As to the literature aspect, Classics is very similar to modern literature in terms of needing to analyse text and look for meanings within the written word.
Fables have been used throughout time to provide people with morals and to help teach children about how to be ‘good people’. It is no big leap therefore to suggest that using ancient Greek and Roman mythology to assist in doing the same thing as there are many action and consequence lessons that can be found.

Impact: Of the Butler Education Act 
Whilst The Butler Education Act (1944) did not necessarily require for the students to be separated into different schools based on their abilities, the ‘Tripartite system’ still came into being. There is however the argument that the system was more ‘dual’ in nature as very few technical schools were actually opened due to their being expensive[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Education in England 2007] 

Two distinct types of schools were created as a result of this reform; The Grammar Schools, which focussed on the teaching of academics and secondary modern schools, which taught on a vocational basis with the assumption that the children attending would be going into trades[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Politics UK] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]So not only the children who attended the Secondary Modern Schools have almost no ‘formal education’ and leave school with no qualifications but they were also deprived of the creativity and intellectual stimulation that the children who were able to study subjects such as Latin were enriched in.

Impact: Of the Donaldson Report
In Wales, a Professor G. Donaldson has petitioned the government to make drastic changes to the current education curriculum and assessment means for students aged 3 to 16. His aim is to bring creativity back into the classroom in order to have children contribute more willingly and be ambitious in their studies[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  Evans 2015] 

There isn’t much information given as to if or how these supposed changed would affect the classics program however some of the key principles are the same and so should the students decide to further pursue this path in education they would be more prepared to do so than they would have been in recent years. For example Donaldson suggests six sections on which to build off of, some of which being “expressive arts”, humanities, languages, literacy and communication[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  Evans 2015] 
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