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[bookmark: _Toc79141122]Main Body of Work
Safeguarding is fundamentally about keeping children and young people safe from abuse or neglect. Every person who comes into contact with children and families in their daily lives and employment, even those who may not have a primary job role working within children's services, has a responsibility to protect and promote the safety and welfare of children and young people. Following the sad deaths of Victoria Climbie in 2002 and Peter Connelly in 2007, Safeguarding Children Across Services distils the lessons learned from fifteen studies. The Inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbié revealed that a number of long-standing issues, which had been identified repeatedly by several child abuse probes over the previous thirty years, had not been resolved. Failure to respond to early warning indications of abuse or neglect; inadequate coordination between services; failure to communicate information across agencies; the lack of anybody with a strong feeling of responsibility or accountability when faced by challenges and a large yearly staff turnover. As a result of this front-line employees are having to deal with the personnel shortages and will often have several cases they are handling leaving more room for human error which often leads to safeguarding issues slipping through the net as such because of the workload to staff ratio, but most importantly, and above all, other issues a repeated pattern of inadequate management seems to also be a problem faced across many sectors, as well as other challenges. As part of the Safeguarding Children Research Initiative, of the Government's response to the inquiry into Victoria Climbie’s death and the timeline of events leading up to her passing, there were three key factors that were identified that was in need of serious assistance and an additional investigation to identify and initiate a direct and to the point reaction to child abuse or the neglect of a young person and which would be the most effective procedures to implement after a case of  abuse or the possibility of abuse had taken place had been identified, and finally came the successful use of multi agencies between offices working to protect, the rights of every child. There is convincing evidence that parents who abuse their children typically suffer from issues such as being abused themselves as a child, poor mental health, drug, and or alcohol dependency, or some form of past or present spousal abuse within their life. Such challenges are especially prone to progressing into forms of abuse when they occur in close conjunction with, or they are exacerbated by other stresses such as parental issues, the learning impairments of a parent or child for instance a parent  that is unable to cope with the pressures of raising a child born with down syndrome or other disabilities could begin neglecting the child or young person subconsciously, economical or residential problems i.e., being unemployed, homeless or living in temporary accommodation, social and family networks e.g., having a large number of dependants. A number of studies have looked at how and to what degree such difficulties affect parents' ability to meet their children's needs and raise the chance of neglect, emotional abuse, and other types of maltreatment. Because the consequences of emotional abuse and neglect are cumulative, early detection is critical if long-term damage is to be prevented. Both of these forms of child abuse have significant long-term repercussions in many areas of development, particularly children's social and emotional well-being, cognitive function, general wellbeing, social functioning, and behaviours. The probability of death from neglect might be just as great as the probability of death from physical abuse. Failure to recognize and treat various types of abuse may result in long-term consequences for the child as well as substantial societal costs due to increased demands on the national health service and other services e.g., the local police department. In 2008 it came to light that emotional abuse and neglect affect ten times the number of children who are brought to the attention of child welfare agencies Gilbert (2008). In article 1 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child UNCR (1989) a "child" is defined as anybody under the age of 18 years of age residing in the United Kingdom. It is widely known that laws and legislations are used globally to legitimise countries and civilizations, laws and legislations developed and implemented by governmental professionals have a profound and long-term impact on adolescents’ lives, as they are not of legal age to have an input on decisions made regarding what their best interest may be until they are of legal age which is 16 in the united kingdom. Preserving the innocence of children, attempting to prevent harm and neglect to children, adolescents, or vulnerable people these are very important practises, when safeguarding the interests of minors and vulnerable people, all of these are key parts of safeguarding and will assist when supporting children and young people. Many professionals and organizations work throughout society to defend and reinforce the rights of children from social services to the board of educations, the NHS and many more. The Children’s Act of (1989) ushered in the language of child protection and then the amended version of The Children's Act (2004) came into law and is also a further piece of legislation that states and indicates that individuals who work closely with or support children, young people and their families have a responsibility to keep them safe to the best of their ability. The (2004) Children's Act places a greater emphasis on the "integration of multi-agencies to fulfil the needs of children and their families," allowing professionals to collaborate more closely, DfES (2004). It is also seen as a measure to defend the interests of children, unlike the European Convention on Human Rights and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child often referred to as the UNCRC, as they have "limited influence" and pay less attention to both the emotional and physical needs of children. The UNCRC’s interests tend to be focus more on the survival of a child, the growth and participation of a child and lastly the fulfilment of a child’s potential. When safeguarding children, young people, and families you will find that your job role will entail a number of the major components linked to legislations such as:
· The Children Act 1989 amended in 2004
· The UNC on the Rights of the Child 1992.
·  The Human Rights Act 1998.
· The Education Act 2002.
· The Equality Act 2010.
· The Children and Families Act 2014.
· The Children and Social Work Act 2017.
· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018.
· Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019.
Are all vital legislations retaining to safeguarding children, young people and their families, any persons working with vulnerable children, families and young people should identify the fundamental elements and implications of all of these legislations and must be able to comprehend the main points that are associated with them in relation to safeguarding. Historically, in the United Kingdom, child protection policies and practices have focused on explaining the individual and family dimensions of abuse, with little consideration of the general well-being of children and the role that the neighbouring environment has to play in shaping future generations. As a result, community-oriented practices have emerged to improve the neighbouring environments in which many vulnerable families and young children reside. These practices are aimed at improving, the neighbourhood circumstances in which many of the families referred to child welfare and multi-agencies usually tend to live and has, generally remained at the forefront of mainstream support for the protection of children and young people. Meanwhile, relatively recent policy innovations, such as, Every Child Matters and the Children's Plan, stress the influence of children's wider environments and the impact they may have on a child’s health, by laying the groundwork for a more holistic approach to the way in which the services are being delivered. However, it has been suggested that the implementation of these regulations will be impossible to achieve unless accompanied by extreme fundamental reforms in its consideration of the evolution and arguments around the new legislation on disclosing sensitive information about convicted sexual offenders in England and Wales, Thomas's (2010) paper takes up this subject of exchanging such information about child abusers with parents in the local community not just only among multi agencies. In the United States, the notion that the general public has a right to receive information concerning child sex offenders available to experts has resulted in the passage of 'Megan's Law,' which allows for universal community notification. Progress toward ‘Sarah's Law,' which is envisioned as requiring police discretionary disclosure, has been more cautious in England and Wales. In terms of duties, social workers are viewed as "mediators, forceful interveners, interpreters, and providers, locators and even creators of resources in terms of the client's needs" Hollis (1964). Dealing with social workers is not always at the client's choice; child protection is not the sole purpose of social workers as; they can also be tasked to deal with more compelled decisions like whether to begin the admission of mental health treatments for vulnerable young people or other members of an immediate family they may be supporting e.g., a mother displaying signs of extreme postnatal or prenatal depression and which treatments would be adequate in the situation. Child protection necessitates a multi-agency response. Local governments cannot accomplish it on their own. This is true for all elements of children's services and procedures, from the frontline practitioner whose job would be to first identify and recognize a child or young person at risk and then to refer them to the relevant local authorities to follow up on the case and establish local operational and management solutions to safeguarding concerns. With the publication of the new ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children' guidance and local areas transitioning to new multi-agency safeguarding arrangements for children, it seems an appropriate time to discuss the significant aspects which we see facilitating effective local multi-agency safeguarding arrangements. What occurs at the strategic level is important. It has the potential to improve the assistance, protection, and care provided to vulnerable children. It can also have the reverse effect if the arrangements aren't working. When discussing multi-agency safeguarding, we must constantly ask, "What does this imply for children?" I do not believe it is acceptable to impose a single mode of operation. What I’d prefer to see is that when agencies set up their new arrangements, they recall the components that worked in their prior ones while forcing themselves to innovate and learn from their previous interactions. The most effective local protection arrangements emerge from a common vision and shared values. It is about all agencies working together to ensure the greatest possible responses to children who are at risk of harm or neglect in their homes and communities. Local safeguarding measures function best when there is a clear line of sight on both the tactical and analytical responsiveness at the local level. They must be aware of the direct experiences of children and their families in their communities. Safeguarding mechanisms will fail if appropriate leadership is not provided. This implies that each of the three primary safeguarding partners, the police, the national health service, and local government, must stand up to the plate. It entails collaborating to provide a coordinated local response to decrease the risk of abuse to children. As the argument over whether the internet is safe for children rages on, The State of the World's Children 2017, Children in a Digital World analyses ways digital access may be a key differentiator for children or just a separating factor. UNICEF's first detailed analysis of the various ways in which digital technology affects children, highlighting both risks and opportunities. It makes a strong plea to governments, the digital technology sector, and the telecommunications industry to level the digital playing field for children by developing laws, practices, and solutions that can assist children exploit digital potential while also protecting them from damage. When The State of the World's Children was originally published in 1980, 10% of children born that year died from avoidable causes. By 2018, the figure had dropped to only 3%. Children are now on global and national policy agendas in ways that were not before conceivable, thanks to landmarks such as the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989. Each State of the World's Children (SOWC) report looks at a specific topic affecting children. Children with disabilities, that face violence or conflict of war in their countries, child labour work force, urbanization, family planning, and many other topics have been covered, making it the most complete review of worldwide trends affecting children.


 
[bookmark: _Toc79141123]Reference List 
Annual Reviews. 2021. THE POLITICS OF PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY. [online] Available:at<https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev.publhealth.25.101802.123126> [Accessed 11th July 2021].
Astho.org. 2021. Preparedness Guiding Principles Policy Statement | State Public Health | ASTHO. [online] Available at: <https://www.astho.org/Policy-and-Position-Statements/Policy-Statement-on-Preparedness/> [Accessed 16 August 2021].
Babatsikos G. 2010. Parents’ knowledge, attitudes, and practices about preventing child sexual abuse: A literature review. Child Abuse Review 19: 107–129. DOI: 10.1002/car.1102BBC News. 2010. 
GOV.UK. 2021. Social care commentary: multi-agency safeguarding arrangements. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/social-care-commentary-multi-agency-safeguarding-arrangements> [Accessed 14 July 2021].
GOV.UK. 2010. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC): how legislation underpins implementation in England. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-how-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england> [Accessed 19 July 2021].
GOV.UK. 2014. Landmark Children and Families Act 2014 gains royal assent. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-children-and-families-act-2014-gains-royal-assent> [Accessed 20 July 2021].
[bookmark: _Hlk79140343]GOV.UK. n.d. Working together to safeguard children. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2> [Accessed 14 July 2021].

 Hannigan, K., 2021. Protection and Security in a Technologically Advanced Society: Children and Young People’s Perspectives. [online] Hdl.handle.net. Available at: <http://hdl.handle.net/1893/21562> [Accessed 13 July 2021].
Johnson, E., 2021. Safeguarding Children | Legislations and Policies in the UK. [online] CPD Online College. Available at: <https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/legislation-safeguarding-children/#key-information-from-the-legislation> [Accessed 15th July 2021]. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents, 1989. Children Act 1989. 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents.Legislation.gov.uk. 2004. Children Act 2004. [online] Available at: <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents> [Accessed 16 July 2021]. 
Legislation.gov.uk. 1998. Human Rights Act 1998. [online] Available at: <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents> [Accessed 19 July 2021]. 
https://www.npschools.co.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=290, 2020. (image). Available at: <https://www.npschools.co.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=290> (Accessed 11 July 2021).
‘Sarah’s Law’ sex offender alert scheme may be expanded. 24 January. Available: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8477310.stm [2 February 2010]. Department of Health. 2008. (Accessed on 10th July 2021)
Standley, N., 2010. Engaging Communities and Parents in Safeguarding. [eBook] Available at: <https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/car.1114> [Accessed 15 July 2021].
Unicef.org. 2017. The State of the World's Children 2017. [online] Available at: <https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2017> [Accessed 11 July 2021].
https://local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/workforce%20-%20wellbeing%20social%20care%20 %20Community%20Care%20Inform%20emotional%20resilience%20guide.pdf> [Accessed 14 July 2021]. 
image2.png
o mmga;ngUer'g together .

wWorking together

|ES Repor .
i ‘ =]
HOJ | H P
O Cin ;
%’Q 23 H ‘1 8 8.TE\I Someone
o 9 RepDrt itl : siness | Le
508 eBvervone’s busingss &7
R : E==SUD
SE children;
& B Ukveryone's businessEv: égnes_ business l §
5 “EAMMYMINT
- [ = 2NN L 1N
Ei 3 Woerg together=—io:C9 1 [ 221
‘égﬂﬁ’g 8E TeHSonQeone § Wurkmgtogether “Ug ol _m__it'm g%
sraas\ | z ol o QL (sl
isgind g g o czit B gl 3O M ITLE
g-ﬂm Tell aomeo}we “Tell SOMEsne Everyone's buisiness +) o é $|_'.'
2555 eport tlgemrc|tv\,vy9r7k|n§w'cvgc_:£tr;eﬁj; O O
_ggggEvergong S business - e
oLl EpiiPartnershi B
g =re-=Tell Someone i p SRpertie





