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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT.

The most striking feature of the year’s record has
been the remarkably large number of students in
residence, the average of the year being 141. This
° constitutes a record, the highest previous number
being 132 in 1884-5. Of this number 55 entered College
during the year, 18 for the Biennial Course, and 37 for the
three years' course leading to the B.A. degree. Of the
latter 17 started on various Honour Courses, and almost
all these have proved that they are capable of continuing
to read for Honours. This represents a very satisfactory
proportion of Honour and Pass men.

It is also satisfactory to record that an exceptional
number have gone on to Oxford and Cambridge, where
at least twelve, including three Powis Exhibitioners,
are reading for Honour Schools in Classics, Theology,
History, Mathematics and Science. In this connection
we have to congratulate the Rev. D. O. Thomas on
obtaining a Second class in Part IL. of the History Tripos,
and Mr. T. H. Parry on a Second Class in the Natural
Science Tripos.

In regard to postgraduate study it is satisfactory to
ote that four old students have been in residence this
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term to qualify for the B.D. degree of the College. The
example of such prosecution of postgraduate study under
difficulties of various kinds cannot fail to be a healthy
stimulus to those who are here as undergraduates. _The
examination results this June have not been so satisfac-
tory to the candidates as they sometimes are. The
proportion of failures, though not larger than usual in
similar pass examinations elsewhere, is ‘bigger than we
expect here. All those interested in the College and
especially those who are looking forward to taking a
degree or license here will realize the importance of the
standard being maintained at a satisfactory and uniform
level, and it must be said that there was a marked drop
last Christmas, from which the present list represents a
healthy reaction. When account is taken of the wide
range of subjects in the pass course, and also of the facg
that all these subjects have to be taken together, an
cannot be taken in separate groups as at some otheI:
places, none can say that an all round average of 40 Pelf
cent. to secure a pass is unduly low. I think some o
those who have failed this time must admit that they
have not been so strenuous as they might have beerf,
and extra effort will no doubt be duly rewarded. Per-
sonally I wish very strongly that we could secure al;‘
extra year in the course, for the present compression 0
so much into so short a time does not work well for
teachers or taught. dad
The social and athletic life of the College has procee -
much as usual, but I feel that in this department thel‘e
is need for greater strenuousness and a wider and more
active interest than is always shewn. e
It is very satisfactory to report that there has o
during the year a marked, indeed a complete, absence
serious offences to be dealt with disciplinarily, and lglr:e
must hope that this may be taken as indicating a hea. y
condition of moral tone. No one will deny the Il)'afr
amount importance of character in every sphere of 1he(;
but it is perhaps most indispensable among- those vﬁo
are preparing for ordination. To be, said Archbis up
Temple, is infinitely higher than to do. I am especia t};
grateful, in connection with this side of College llfe,the
Dr. Walpole, Bishop-designate of Edinburgh, for
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helpful addresses he gave to those who attended on the
quiet day held at the beginning . of this term, and I
should like also to express my sense of the great good
that may be done in such a College as this by the
Church of England Men’s Society and the Students’
Christian Movement, both of which have taken firm root
in College.

There is little of a personal nature to record. The
outstanding national loss in the death of King Edward
VII. we have thouglt it right to mark by a curtailment
of the ceremonies connected with Degree Day, and have
presented in the name of the College an address expres-
sive of our share in that loss, of sympathy with the Royal
Family, and of our loyalty to King George V. On the
staff of the College we have to welcome Mr. A. H.
Dainton as History Lecturer in place of Rev. w. W.
Longford, and his good academic record in the History
School at Oxford strengthens that of an already strong
teaching staff. Dr. Walker is to be congratulated on the
very favourable reception given to his last book on
English literature, shown by its passing into a second
edition within a few months. In another field, we have
to congratulate an old student, the Vicar of Rhyl, on his
appointment to the Archdeaconry of S. Asaph.

Reference must be made to the fact that the College
School has during the year been placed under a more
formal constitution at the request of the Board of
Education. A necessary consequence has been the
loosening of some of those ties by which 1t had been
bound to the College since its establishment, while at
the same time bodies like the Town Council of L_ampeter
and the County Education Authority representing local
oducational interests and mneeds NOW JXEEGHE definite
recognition. The high standard of the best work of the
School is shewn by the distinctions gained in the'Oxiford
Local Examination, and in the Scholarship Examinations
at Oxford, while the College matriculation exalmmafclon
gives abundant evidence of the careful grounding nge]n
in elementary work to the average student. I have full
confidence that the efforts and interest of the Head-
master and his staff will have the same satisfactory

results in the future as in the past,
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I bhave already referred to the number of students
already in residence, and the remarkable number of those
who presented themselves last week for the matriculation
examination indicates that many are preparing to come,
while the quality of some of the work at any rate shews
that the necessity of adequate preliminary training is
being realized. But this growth in numbers only
intensifies the need for financial help towards a corres-
ponding development in equipment. I am very grate-
ful for that help given in many ways, in collections in a
continually increasing number of Churches, in many
new subscriptions and donations, in the constant stream
of subscriptions from old students, small often in amount,
but valued on account of the kind words of appreciation
of the College by which they are accompanied. But I
have as always to conclude by appealing for yet wider
and more generous interest and support, as people realize
what work the College is doing, what equipment that
Work requires at the present time, and how necessary it
is that Churchmen should he ¢ awakened ’ as to their
‘ primary responsibility for providing for the training of
Clerpysi Which i3 and- will be the main work of 8.
David’s College.




