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Concerning the coronation of King John and how he succeeded his brother.

After King Richard died, Count John, his brother, succeeded him, in the duchy and in the kingdom. When he heard of the death of his brother, (whose court he had left a little while before because of the shortage of cash and because of certain disagreements which had arisen between them), he immediately went to Chinon castle, which was being kept by the royal treasurer, and the castle and the treasurer were handed over to him by Robert of Turnham, soon he took other castles and cities of Normandy, without any resistance; and so by the common election of the nobles and the acclamation of the citizens, he was made Duke of Normandy at Rouen in the octave of Easter [April 25].

However the Bretons hearing of King Richard’s death, relying on the advice and aid of King Philip, took possession of the county of Anjou and the city of Le Mans and were received by the citizens of the area; who unanimously rebelled against the duke, and tried by every means to make the prince of that land, the boy Arthur, their lord, namely the son of Geoffrey, count of Brittany, who was born second after King Richard. So Duke John then burned down Le Mans, and sent his army against the Angevins. But King Philip, invading Normandy from other side, did not allow the duke to combat the Bretons for long.

Although he was being invaded thus one after the other by foreign armies, Duke John meanwhile secretly sailed to England with his intimates, was crowned with much pomp among the citizens on Ascension Day [27 May] by Lord Hurbert, Archbishop of Canterbury at Westminster. Then King John returned to Normandy taking with him a mighty English army, which fought eagerly all that summer against the French army, a sufficiently aggressive army it showed its worth.

 Concerning the peace treaty between the king of England and the King of France.

1200AD. After the wearisome exhaustion of each king’s army, after many discussions about making peace, at length the two kings, treating together reciprocally about a final agreement, drew up a peace formula of the following nature. Namely that King John quit claimed to the king of France and his heirs in perpetuity the whole of the Norman Vexin, with Gisors and the rest of the castles located in the Vexin, this land King Henry his father had once given to King Louis in return for his assistance against King Stephen. King Louis then gave away this land again as a marriage portion with his daughter Margaret, whom the young King Henry married. However an exception was made of all the land of the archbishop of Rouen; also of the beautiful castle de Faro [Gaillard?] and the island of Andelys and Boutavant, which are sited in the aforesaid land of the archbishop, and which King Richard had built. Moreover King John gave as a marriage portion with his niece (namely the daughter of Petit, King of Spain) whom Louis, a young man of nice disposition, the son of King Philip married, all the castles which the same Philip had captured in Normandy, of which he was seized on the day on which the bravest of kings, Richard, died, namely Vernon, Pascy, and Ivry and Normancourt.

He also gave as the marriage portion the city of Evreux, with the whole county, and the Auvergne and Berry. Also King John granted that if he should die without an heir of his first wife, the son of the King of France should have the homage of Hugh of Gounay and the county of Aumarle after the king’s death; but if the niece of the King of England died without issue, the aforesaid homage and the whole of the aforesaid marriage portion would revert to the rightful heir of the king of England. Moreover King John gave King Philip 30 000 marks. Then the King of France restored to the King of England Tours, and all the castles which he had captured in Touraine, and he received the homage of the king if England for all the lands, fees and tenements which King Richard, or King Henry his father, had ever held of him, or of his predecessors, except quit claims and marriage portions. And he took his homage for Brittany and this was according to the judgement of his court; and the King of France handed over Arthur to the King of England, who received his homage for Brittany and Richmond. Then the King of England gave the earldom of Gloucester to the count of Evreux in exchange. And then both kings swore in their bodies that they would keep the peace that had been set down in writing and sealed with their seals.

Concerning the king’s taxation (exactio)      

After King John had made this peace overseas, in as much as he was a lover of peace and had arranged to lead a quiet life without any battles, considering how many had laid in wait to ambush the kingdom, and how many unfortunate things had happened to his father and his brothers and all the kingdom as a result of frequent recourse to battle, he returned to England urgently demanding an aid from all the kingdom to pay the aforesaid 30 000 marks. Therefore an edict went out from the king’s justices throughout all England, that each working plough should pay three shillings; this undoubtedly heavy tax very much weakened the people of the land, since a heavy exaction of scutage had preceded it. For two marks had been paid on the shield although never more than twenty shillings on the shield had been levied. 

Concerning the disagreement which arose between the king and the Cistercians and the making of peace.

Then the King of England coming to the province of York, demanded money from certain abbots of the Cistercian order coming there to meet him, and also from the rest (of the order); wishing to subject the order to the servitude of taxation, which up till then had been free of all kinds of customs.

Those abbots then, not yet having had the advice of the rest of their co-abbots, and fearing that if they endorsed the royal tax, afterwards the order would be reduced to liability to servile customs, replied simply to the king that they in no way authorised any monetary taxation, except by common counsel and the assent of the general chapter. The king was extremely exasperated by their reply, in anger and rage he ordered his sheriffs (proceeding by word of mouth with those present, and by letter with the absent) that they should oppose the men of that order by whatever means availed, and do them harm, that they should take no judicial action against those that did them harm or falsely accused them, that they should not assist them in any business, but they were to hand over everything to the king. Therefore, those men of virtue, being very sad and fearful after a cruel edict of this nature, sent the king’s mandate to Lord Hubert archbishop of Canterbury, begging him to meet the king about his harsh edict and mitigate his hostility, however he might, with prayers and gifts.

Gently pitying their afflictions and calamities, he freely rebuked the king for such great cruelty, denouncing him as a persecutor of holy church for daring to inflict such great and numerous annoyances upon foremost sons of the church, whom church praised and honoured for the quality of their life and the austerity of their rule; whom kings and princes of the earth till now had always held in such great veneration that they had given them lands and extensive possessions and protected everything of theirs with the shield of defence.

Then the king, countenancing the archbishop’s reproof for the time, recalled the priors uselessly by new letters, but his savage mind did not lay aside its hostility against them. After he had gone abroad, the archbishop, in order to placate the king’s mood, pledged him, on behalf of the order, a thousand marks of silver, however on this condition, that he should endorse with the protection of his seal all those charters and liberties, which king Richard had confirmed to them; but he utterly despised this offering, as if it were next to nothing. And then he sailed away breathing fire [menaces] and slaughter against the followers of Christ, complaining loudly to the overseas abbots about the response of the abbots in England. Therefore, having paid the king of France that 30 000 marks, and having subdued all this enemies and pacified them, he returned to England around about the feast of Michealmas, together with his wife, namely the daughter of the count of Angouleme, whom he had married abroad on the advice of King Philip; for he had divorced his first wife, namely the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester, on a mandate of the lord pope, on grounds of consanguinity. Then on the very day, that is the Sunday after the feast of Michealmas [8 October], that was to wear the crown at Westminster, and his wife who seemed to be about twelve years old was to be consecrated queen, early in the morning, before they went to the church, he commanded Hugh de Neville, the chief forester, and a certain man of another rank, to order all the foresters in office in England that they should summon everyone of the Cistercian order to remove all their plough horses, and pigs and flocks and all their animals from the lord king’s forest by a fortnight after Michaelmas week; and that if after the given date they were found in the forest, they were to be taken and sold to the king’s use.

Therefore when the king’s most cruel edict had been promulgated, each house provided for its flocks meanwhile, as best as it could, and patiently bore the lord king’s great anger; crying out in their tribulation to the Lord their defender, to change the mood of the king to gentleness towards them and mercifully to free his flock from the tribulation of evil and grief. He most certainly did hear them, He who foes not fail those that believe in Him, and He quickly delivered them from this tribulation. When the king’s mandate had been made known, the archbishop sent his letters to all those abbots, warning them and advising them to meet at Lincoln for the visit of the king on the eve of St. Edmund [19 Nov] so that united together at the same time they might more easily incline the king’s savage mood and himself to mercy and the grace of reconciliation, Then, freely consenting to do his bidding, they met at the place named on the given day by democratic vote believing, more in the protection of the Lord then in the efficacy of their own virtue. Therefore they all met together there on the next day, that is on St. Edmund’s day [20 Nov], they hastened respectfully to the archbishop as he arrived outside the town, and dismounting from their horses they all of them fell down at his knees, humbly beseeching him mercifully to look after their affairs, and to move the king’s mood which was exasperated against them to the grace of good will by his solicitude. Then the archbishop completely overcome by the humility of so many distinguished people, got down from his horse and prostrating himself too, wept. Then he promised that he would be their helper and adviser in all matters, and having heard their advice, he promised to look after the security and interests of the order as best as he could and to apply himself to placating the king’s attitude by all possible means. Then he urged them that they should go outside the town on the morrow to meet the king as he arrived, and that they should receive him with the humility that was appropriate so that they might more easily alter his mood to piety and mercy. But afterwards, discussing this amongst themselves, it was agreed that they should not go to meet the king outside the town; lest by any chance they might be disparaged in any way by the royal outriders who knew that the king’s mood was hostile to them, and lest they might be received with derision by the triflers of the royal hall. 

Concerning the abbot’s discussion

When the archbishop had entered the town, the abbots, remaining outside the town in a certain area, discussed the business in hand in different ways, some of them held the view that the king’s mood which was hostile to them might be placated by a gift of money; others however urged against paying any money at all, in case through the occasion of a gift of a gift of this kind the ancient liberty if the order might be rewarded with servitude of taxation, and in this way the order might be subjected little by little to the secular power. A discussion took place also about how much money should be paid for their charters and liberties. For some of them were of the opinion that it would be unsuitable if they offered the king a smaller sum of money than the lord archbishop had offered on their behalf earlier, but that something more should be added to the sum already offered in case the king was more angry with them because of the second offer than the first; in case instead of stimulating the grace of reconciliation, it provoked more kindling of hostility and anger. 

While the discussion was thus held up by the division of opinion, and one side approved even less the suggestion of the other side, behold, the lord abbot of Meaux, (formerly the notary/secretary of the lord archbishop, and still very close to him) brought out a transcript of some letter which had been addressed by the general Cistercian chapter to the lord archbishop. The general drift of these letters was as follows; that they greeted the lord archbishop as their brother, and that they acknowledged his many favours, by which he had so palpably shown his love of the holy order, maintained the liberties of the order everywhere, given the diligent assistance to the English abbots in all affairs, and gently protected their worldly goods. Submissively they prayed him that what he had kindly started for them, he should see through perseveringly to the end. Amongst other things they humbly demanded that he would never allow the ancient liberty of the order to be reduced to hated servitude, or its pristine status to be despoiled. It was safer and more tolerable for the order to suffer shipwreck in one part of the world, or sustain loss for a time, than be submissive to the unjust exactions of the royal power, the order up to now had flourished in the times of all former kings everywhere in the world, and had shone splendidly in its great freedom of status. It would be very dangerous to make such an agreement for peace with one king as a result of which the whole of the order’s posterity might groan and opportunity be created for enmity and unjust exaction against the order among other among other princes of the world everywhere. And so having heard letters of this nature, (the contents of which we cannot give here, because we do not have them in our possession, but the theme of the letters can be understood), all were united in one accord; namely that no money ought to be given or offered to the king, whereby the freedom of the order might be jeopardised in the future. So certain of them said that they would more willingly put up with any kind of hardship inflicted on them in order to protect the freedom of the order, either by being banished from their only property, or, having laid down the pastoral care, by living in abbeys overseas, than to come to an agreement with the king through the uncertainness of a peace of this kind, by the payment of an unlawful sum of money. Therefore, having settled an agreement of this kind amongst them, they returned each to his own lodging. The next say, however, they met again, they were unwilling for the reason mentioned above to go out and meet the king as he arrived, afterwards they told the lord archbishop the reason why they refrained, and what kind of plan they had unanimously decided upon.

Then the next day, (namely, the first Wednesday after the feast of St Edmund) [22 Nov], King John held a meeting with William the Lord King of Scotland, who with Roland prince of Galloway, and many other nobles had come to Lincoln in great array, to do his homage to the king of England, which he had put off up to that time. For this reason the abbots’ matter was delayed. However the next day, (namely the Thursday) the archbishop wishing to interrupt the king about the abbot’s business, heard from the king as if in an outburst of rage (the following word’s): ‘My Lord Archbishop, I pray you, do not make me angry today, because I have decided to be bled.’ So the archbishop took care to tell the abbots not come into the king’s sight. So the affair was delayed until the following Sunday [26 Nov.]; for this reason, in the meantime the abbots lived in affliction and anxiety of spirit for fear and expectation of what was to come, the end of which they did not in the least foresee.

Then the following Saturday [25 Nov.] the archbishop ordered them to assemble at the same time in the presence of the king in the church where he would hear mass the Sunday following. This was done. And when the lord king had heard mass with the archbishop, and was about to leave the church, the archbishop asked the king whether he would deign to listen mercifully to the abbots’ business, as they were in this presence there. Immediately the having humbly fallen down at the feet of the lord king, begged him trembling and with wavering voice, to be merciful to them and to the whole order. Then he, at the suggestion of the men of his bedchamber, ordered that the abbots should be shown into his chamber. Then he went on ahead into that chamber with the archbishop and bishops and nobles who had met there and he had a discussion with them about these abbots and the peace of the order. And when the abbots entered he got up, and withdrew into an inner chamber with two or three and as many nobles, and there they talked for a long time about that matter and the secure peace of the order, and examined with them its works of piety which were performed incessantly in the holy order. And now the spirit of understanding and piety filled the heart of the lord king and the hearts of the nobles who were with him, which turned them towards mercifulness and to the grace of devotion toward the men of the order and healthfully inspired their resolution. After a little while the king inquired in a loud voice of those who had come in: ‘And where is our lord and father the archbishop?’ And when he had been summoned, the king ordered the archbishop to talk with the abbots and inform them of his decision and his will. The archbishop then begged the king to speak to them himself as they were present; but he refused and excused himself, as unable to talk to them on grounds of piety, and the king instructed him again to make known what he had said, it being incumbent on him by the office if his fatherly concern to address his sons.

Everyone standing, the archbishop then stepped up speaking briefly as follows: ‘My lords abbots and beloved brothers in the Lord, our lord the king has been seen to have conducted himself with a hard heart towards you from some little time; it has been seen that he has shown signs of his rage and anger in his attitude and in words towards your order; but you must know for certain that he never bore such ill-will towards you that he wanted even more to occasion some kind of loss to the sacred order, or inflict the vexation of some kind of malice on your sacred colleges. Firstly then, we inform your fatherhood that the lord king has put out of his mind all anger and indignation that it was previously seen he had against you.’ At which words everyone gave thanks prostrate on the ground to the lord king. Then the archbishop went on to say: ‘Similarly the lord king humbly beseeches you that if you have borne any annoyance or loss through his men at this time because of this dispute, that you forgive him with all your heart.’ And then all equally declared, ‘We freely forgive everything‘, and then the king humbly prostrated himself at their feet and bedewed his face with tears; they in turn prostrated themselves on account of such great humility and reverence in the part of the king. Then all standing up on the archbishop said in like manner: ‘The king even beseeches you to intercede for him at the Cistercian chapter to the effect that he deserves to be received into the fraternity and the society of the whole order, and that they should inform him by their letters what they propose to do for him in each house. Moreover the lord king has made up his mind to build a distinguished house of your order in the England with your advice, where he made himself may be held in special remembrance as long as he shall live, and where hid death his body, by God’s will, may be brought honourably for burial. So he dedicates himself from henceforth to be the patron and defender of your order, and the guardian of all your property.’

Then those abbots, hearing all these things, were filled with great joy, thanking Almighty God in many ways, who had so inclined the king’s mind to mercy and reverence for the order, who thus unexpectedly wished to console them magnificently, so that their grief was suddenly changed to joy, unhappiness to mirth, and the cloud of disagreement was changed to joy, unhappiness to mirth, and the cloud of disagreement was changed to the benefit of peace and concord. Indeed according to the word of the Psalmist [145], ‘He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him, he also will hear their cry and will save them.’

These things having been duly settled, and everyone having been received by the lord king in the kiss of peace, they suggested to the king that he should send letters to each of the sheriffs, to the effect that they were not to dare to so any more harm or annoyance to them. The king, freely agreeing to this suggestion, committed to the lord archbishop, to please everyone to send letters in the king’s name to the sheriffs of every county. This was their content:

‘John by the grace of God king of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy, Aquitaine, and Count of Anjou, to the sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire, greeting. Know that we have received the abbots of the Cistercian order into the fullness of grace and that all their properties and possessions are in our hand and custody and protection. And thus we strictly enjoin you to protect, preserve and defend them, and their men and all their properties and possessions, as if they were ours and part of our own demesnes, and you are to do no injury, annoyance or harm to them, nor permit anyone so to do in your bailiwick. And if any loss or harm has been occasioned to them by anyone because of the anger which we were said to have had against them, see that they are compensated without delay. Witnessed by myself, at Lincoln, 26 November.’

Concerning the Bishop of Lincoln. 

 At the same time the Lord Hugh, bishop of Lincoln, one-time prior of a certain house of the Carthusian order in England, when he returned to England from a visit to his own country, was detained in London by a very grave illness. Through the onslaught of this illness he was taken from this light, and as we believe, crossed over into that brightness of light which never fails. His lifeless body was taken from London, and carried, by the grace of God, to the city of Lincoln, the seat of his bishopric, at that time, where the king of England had his meeting with the king of Scotland; where at that time three archbishops and almost all the nobility of both kingdoms had assembled. And so when the news was brought that the body of the bishop was approaching the city, the people rushed en masse to meet the funeral cortege of their pastor.  The kings themselves, with the archbishops and all the clergy and princes, devoutly made haste there. The king, having put away his royal pride, with the archbishops, with bended necks, placed the coffin humbly on their shoulders, considering the mud of the streets of little importance because of their respect for such a great man. Then he was borne by the archbishops and bishops and the clergy of the city, with psalms and hymns, into the cathedral church of his episcopal see. The readings in the nocturnal ceremonies of the funeral vigils were read by none other than archbishops and bishops. They thought themselves happy who were able to touch his coffin, or kiss his feet, or take hold of any of his clothing. Numerous offerings and great gifts were brought to him, while he lay unburied above ground, distinguished by his pontificals, his face being uncovered as is the custom, his head crowned with a mitre. He began in that town a certain new church in honour of the Mother of God elegantly designed, which is seen to excel all other churches in England because of its elegance of structure, which he declared must be completed whether he were alive or dead. He founded a certain fraternity in his diocese, through which a thousand marks were collected each year for that construction work. A rumour flying about has it that by the good works of this man divine virtue brought health to certain sick. Nor is it surprising if the Lord of all goodness, in order to magnify his love among men on earth, should show some kind of miracle, of a man whose celebrated reputation for sanctity stood high amongst many, so that they might unhesitatingly believe that he had led a life of virtue. Indeed before his episcopate he was remarkable by his outstanding monastic life, he was held to be the man with the highest reputation amongst monks; even after he became bishop he was ever zealous to have to have this same style of intercourse and humility, in so far as his pastoral care permitted. Also he so hated the disease of simony that he would not bestow ecclesiastical benefices to any gracious petition even of the king himself or any powerful man, unless the uprightness of his ways made him worthy of respect. There are many things that could be recorded of his praise worthy conduct but we leave these to those who are more eloquent and who have knowledge of his greater deeds.

This year Pope Innocent placed an interdict on all Christian ceremony in France, except the baptism of infants, because King Philip had repudiated his legitimate wife and had taken another. Undoubtedly as a result of the sentence of lawful interdict having been imposed the greatest strife of schism had arisen between the bishops and different ranks of the schism had arisen between the bishops and different ranks of the ecclesiastical profession, while some of them, obedient to the Lord Pope, humbly respected the sentence which had been imposed; others however supported the king’s side, indeed rather than fawned upon him, and some yielded to fear of the king, these administered the sacraments of the church. At this time Lord Odo, Bishop of Paris, since he scorned to the king’s rashness, was forced by certain of the king’s knights to leave his bishopric on foot, having been stripped of his horses, saddle-bags and other of his possessions. Similarly the Bishop of Sens was forced to leave his bishopric; many secular canons too, leaving their incomes, went into exile meanwhile in other places.

Oh how horrifying, no rather pitiful, was the sight at that time in each city of the doors of the churches locked, and the Christians debarred from entry there like dogs, the divine offices stopped, the sacraments of the Lord’s body and blood not administered, the people not streaming as was the custom, to the famous festivals of the saints, the corpses of the dead not given to burial by Christian rite, their stink polluting the atmosphere and the dreadful sight rousing horror in the minds of the living. Many legates were sent to the Roman curia by the lord king, who were to persuade the lord  pope by their protestations to change his mind about the sentence which had been imposed; but the lord pope could not be brought to revoke in any way the censure of the ecclesiastical punishment either by prayer, or by bribery, and even less by promises, until the king himself, forced by supreme necessity, put off his new intruded wife and recalled to legitimate marriage the wife he had unlawfully repudiated. During all that time when the queen had been sent away from her husband she had led a praiseworthy life in all chastity and in the profession of virtue under the protection of nuns, and she had devotedly sought the support of the prayers of all those in orders. This sentence imposed on the French by the Lord Pope lasted for almost nine months.

Concerning the Pope’s mandate.  

At this time Pope Innocent, having great concern about assistance for the lands of Jerusalem, having taken advice, took the occasion to send out a mandate of the following nature to the universal church.

‘Bishop Innocent, servant of the servants of God, to the venerable brothers the Archbishop of Canterbury and his suffragan bishops, and to his beloved sons the abbots, priors, and deacons archdeacons, and all clerks both subordinates and prelates, greeting and apostolic benediction. 
We are forced to weep over all the miseries and great needs of the Eastern church rather as the payment for sin than to consider when that land will have come to that condition, if indeed a fall can be called a condition, as we say weeping the while, as it will, unless there is help quickly for its need and resistance to the to the efforts of the pagans, when the few Christians, who have vowed themselves to the defence of the Lord’s inheritance and to the offices of Him that was crucified, must expect to be saturated by the spilling of their blood through enemy arrows and must be reconciled to the swords of the pagans in their jugulars, the remains of the desolation of that land being lost without hope of human aid, and being completely occupied by the enemy, and when almost all of them shall return from those parts as strangers. However, so far the Lord Jesus Christ has mercifully prevented this from happening in order to test our faith still more forcefully and to understand more forcefully and to understand more fully who are his own, turning their lands into his own and making it possible for those who were manifoldly at odds with each other to rage together, so that Christians then having been roused to the assistance of that land, the ability might more easily be given to recover what has been lost and to triumph over the enemy.  

We have received letters from our venerable brothers the patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem, and also the archbishops of both provinces, and similarly from our beloved sons in Christ Aimery of Jerusalem and Leon de Monte, L. illustrious kings of Armenia, and our beloved sons the masters of the Hospitallers of Jerusalem and of the knightly order of the Temple, and many others expounding more fully the tribulation and needs of that land and asking for the assistance that has been so long awaited, since they are hopeful there that, God willing, at this time a few men will be more useful, because of disunity among the Saracens, than a large army was up to now. They also added that, as there were negotiations for peace between the Saracens, unless help be brought to the province of Jerusalem before they make peace among themselves, unless God alone resists, since they are almost destitute of the strength and men, there will not be anyone who can contain their violence.

We therefore, with our brothers, having summoned the bishops and other men in holy orders at the papal see to discuss assistance for that land, lest we should be seen to place heavy burdens on the shoulders of those under us, while we are not willing even to move a finger, saying much, but doing nothing or very little: so that an example of generosity may be given by us to you to laymen, we have concerned ourselves to assign a tenth of our receipts and yields to assistance for the Eastern province, and we have chosen to give the necessary aid to the Holy Land not only in things, but also in people, we have decided to send our beloved sons[offredus] called priest of St Prassede and P[eter of Capua] cardinal-deacon of S. Maria in Via Lata, on whom we have already placed the Sign of the Cross, who may lead the army of God acting in our place and let all men hasten to them as if to a single head.

Then because that is not much, indeed so little that we do not consider that it in any way suffices to provide for the many requirements of that land, we command you all by apostolic letter, and on behalf of Almighty God in virtue of the Holy Spirit, we strictly charge you, under threat of divine judgement, that each one of you all should turn over to the aid of the Holy Land immediately a fortieth of all his ecclesiastical rents and yields, first having deducted such charges, whose payment cannot be avoided. The relaxation of a quarter of all penances imposed has been assured to all clerks both subordinates and prelates, who pay this fortieth willingly and faithfully, by the mercy of Almighty God, and on the authority of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, so as there has been no fraud and pious devotion supports it. Let him know that he is culpably unfeeling and unfeelingly culpable, who shall have refused to hand over such a little assistance in the very great need of his Creator and Redeemer, from whom he received the body and soul and all the possessions that he has, and that we, unworthy as we are, who exercise power on earth as this deputy, will not be able to hide the severity of his fault. Do not believe in any way that by this means through your payment we have the intention to impose law on you, so that in future a fortieth may be exacted from you as if it were lawful or customary. Indeed we do not want to start anything to your prejudice as a result of this, we who grieve that such a limb of necessity has come over ourselves and you, and we desire moreover that the same should not happen again. We have exempted from this general requirement the Cistercian monks, the Premonstratension canons, the hermits of Grandmont, and the Carthusians, for whom we have made special provision touching this mandate.’

For these things the lord pope ordered that a hollow chest should be provided in each church, secured by three keys, and that the faithful should be warned to place their alms there in remission of their sins, and that mass should be publically sung in all churches once a week for the safety of the offerings. Also he gave the prelates license to commute the task of giving alms. Also concerning the knights and soldiers who were to take the Cross, and who were not able to make the journey at their own expense, he ordered that they should pay them suitable grants from that sum of money, having taken a sufficient guarantee from them, that they would remain in the defence of the Eastern lands for a year or more, according to the size of the grant, and if they were to die on the journey that they would pay back the money they had received in wages to the soldiers. Those who when they returned were not discharged according to the guarantee given, unless they brought with them letters of the king, or the patriarch or the brothers of the Temple, or the Hospital, let them produce evidence about what hindered them. Also he ordered that they should admonish the faithful immediately to take the Cross in the name of the Lord to light the Lord’s battle, and that they should lead others to do pious alms giving to the maximum of their ability. To all those who were to undergo the labour of this journey in person and at their own expense, who did penance with their own expense, who did penance with their hearts and voices, he gave full privilege of indulgence for their sins. Then to those who did not go themselves, but who sent suitable men at their expense to stay there for a year, and to those similarly who carried out the burden of that journey at others’ expense, he granted full privilege of their sins. Also he ordered that those who went should be absolved from the payment of interest (on their debts).

Concerning a merman taken from the sea.              

At the time of the King Henry II, when Bartholomew de Glanville was custodian of the castle of Orford, it happened that fisherman, fishing in the sea there, caught in their net a merman, who was handed over to the aforesaid castellan as a spectacle, he was entirely nude, and he had the appearance of human form in all his members. He even had hair, but on the top it seemed as if it had been torn and destroyed, his beard was luxuriant and pointed, around his chest he was very hairy and shaggy. Then the afore said knight had him guarded for a long time, for days and nights, so that he could not get to the sea. He ate avidly whatever was placed before him. He consumed fish whether it was raw or cooked, but he squeezed the raw fish very firmly in his hands until all the wetness was wrung out, and then he ate them. But he was unwilling to speak any language, or rather he could not, he was even hung by his feet and often savagely tortured. He was taken to a certain church, but he showed no signs at all of devotion or any kind of belief, either by bending his knees or bowing his head, however often he saw anything sacred. He always hastily went to his bed at sunset and stayed in it until sunrise. Also it came about that they took him once to the sea port, and released him into the sea, having placed in front of him strong nets in three layers. He, soon seeking the depths of the sea and going through all the nets, came to the surface again and again from the bottom of the sea, the onlookers on the seashore watched for a long time, he frequently immersing himself, and then after a little coming up again, as if mocking the spectators because he had escaped their nets. After he had played in this way in the sea for a long time, and when all hope of his recovery had been given up, he came back again to them of his own accord swimming through the waves, and he stayed with them again for two months. But since afterwards he was carelessly guarded and he was now held in aversion, he secretly fled to the sea, and never appeared again. Whether there was indeed a mortal man her, or whether it was some kind of fish assuming human form, or whether it was an evil spirit laying in the body of a drowned man, as one reads of a certain case in the life of the blessed Audoenus, cannot easily be determined, especially since so many astonishing things are told by so many people about events of this kind.

Concerning a certain boy and girl coming out of the ground.

Another marvel too happened earlier not unlike this in Suffolk at St Mary of Woolpit. A certain boy was found with his sister by the inhabitants of that place, near the mouth of some kind of pit which was there, who had the same shape as other man in all their limbs, but were different from all mortals of our knowledge in the colour of their skin. For all the surface of their skin was tinged with green. No one could understand their language. These children, therefore, were taken to the home at Wakes [Esssex] of Richard of Colne, a certain knight, as a source of astonishment, and they wept inconsolably. Bread and other food was placed before them, but they did not wish to eat any of the food which was given to them, then as a result they were tortured by terrible pangs of hunger for a long time, because they believed all food of this kind was inedible, as the girl later confessed. Eventually, when some newly cut beans on their stalks were brought into the house, they made signs with greatest of eagerness that those beans should be given to them. These having been brought to them, they opened the stalks, not the pods of the beans, thinking that the beans were contained in the hollow of the stalks. But not finding the beans in the stalks, they again began to weep. When those standing by noticed this, they opened the pods, and showed them the uncovered beans, having been shown they ate them with great joyfulness, for a long time they scarcely touched any other food. Then the boy, always laid low as if by lassitude, within a short time died. Then the girl enjoying continuing good health, became accustomed to various foods and almost that the leek-green colour and gradually recovered the usual blood-colour over her whole body. After she had been born again in the font of holy baptism, and remained for many years in the service of the aforesaid knight, (as we have heard often from that knight himself and his household) she lived excessively wantonly and pertly. She was frequently asked about the men of her region, she asserted that all rho lived there and everything that there was in that area was green complexioned, and that they saw no sun, but that they enjoyed a kind of light, such as there is after the setting of the sun. Questioned about how she had come to be in that area with the aforesaid boy, he replied because they had been following the herd, they had come into a certain cavern. Having gone into this, they heard some delightful kind of sound of bells; captivated by the sweetness of this sound they walked about in a wandering way through the cavern, until they came to the way out. Then coming put from there, because of the brightness of the sun and the unaccustomed temperature of the air they down for a long time at the mouth of the cave, as if stupefied and made lifeless. Since they were terrified by fear of what might happen to them, they wanted to escape, but they could not find the entrance to the cave at all, until they were caught by them.

Concerning giant teeth.

In the time of King Richard, in Essex, on the sea shore, in a village which is called Edolfsness, two teeth belonging to some kind of giant teeth belonging to some kind of giant were found, they were of such size that two hundred teeth such as men now have could have been made out if them. At Coggeshall we have both seen these teeth and handled them enough to be amazed. Also a rib of this giant was found there, of incredible size and breadth. Then too a gigantic head was found in the province of York on the sea shore, the capacity of that head was such that it could take a load of corn. All these things are proved to be true, because in ancient history books we read about giants. Indeed some of our people in Wales have seen a certain young man of immense size, whose height was five cubits, the length and breadth of whose fingers was very great, but who had lost his strength in his youth for some reason. In that same province there appeared in the same year footprints of unusual size; and wherever these footprints were imprinted, the grass was left scorched as if by fire. 

Concerning a certain fantastical spirit.

In the time of King Richard at Dagworth, in Suffolk, a certain fantastical spirit appeared many times and often in the house of Osbern of Bradwell, speaking to the household of that knight, assuming in tone and the voice of a one-year-old infant, and it called itself Malkin. She asserted that her mother lived in a nearby house with her brother, and she said that she was often scolded by them, and so, leaving them, she ventured to talk to men. She did and said wonderful and laughable things, often exposing other people’s secret activities. At first the wife of the knight and the whole household were really terrified by these meetings with her, but afterwards they became accustomed to her speech and ridiculous antics, and they talked confidently and freely to her, asking her lots of questions. She spoke in English in the dialect of that area, but now and then she spoke in Latin, and discussed the scriptures with the chaplain of that knight, as he himself truthfully declared to us. She could be heard and felt, but could not be seen by a certain chambermaid in the shape of a very small baby, dressed in a sort of white tunic, before this she had been strongly requested and begged by the girl, to make herself visible to her. But she would not agree at all to this request, until the girl swore by God that she would not touch her or take hold of her. She also admitted that she was born at Lanaham, and while her mother was taking her with her to the fields, which she was harvesting with other people, and when she left her alone in part of the field, she had been carried off by someone else, and she had now lived with her for seven years; and she said that after another seven years she would be returned to her former life with men. She said that she and the others wore a certain hat, which made them invisible. Very often she demanded food and drink from the servants, which were not found any more after they had been placed on top of a certain chest.
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coronation of King John and how he succeeded his brother.


 


 


After King Richard died, Count John, his brother, succeeded him, in the duchy and in the kingdom. 


When he heard of the death of his brother, (whose court he had left a little while before because of 


the shortage of cash and because of certain disagreements


 


which had arisen between them), he 


immediately went to Chinon castle, which was being kept by the royal treasurer, and the castle and 


the treasurer were handed over to him by Robert of Turnham, soon he took other castles and cities 


of Normandy, without an


y resistance; and so by the common election of the nobles and the 


acclamation of the citizens, he was made Duke of Normandy at Rouen in the octave of Easter [April 


25].


 


 


However the Bretons hearing of King Richard’s death, relying on the advice and aid of 


King Philip, 


took possession of the county of Anjou and the city of Le Mans and were received by the citizens of 


the area; who unanimously rebelled against the duke, and tried by every means to make the prince 


of that land, the boy Arthur, their lord, name


ly the son of Geoffrey, count of Brittany, who was born 


second after King Richard. So Duke John then burned down Le Mans, and sent his army against the 


Angevins. But King Philip, invading Normandy from other side, did not allow the duke to combat the 


Breto


ns for long.


 


 


Although he was being invaded thus one after the other by foreign armies, Duke John meanwhile 


secretly sailed to England with his intimates, was crowned with much pomp among the citizens on 


Ascension Day [27 May] by Lord Hurbert, Archbishop o


f Canterbury at Westminster. Then King John 


returned to Normandy taking with him a mighty English army, which fought eagerly all that summer 


against the French army, a sufficiently aggressive army it showed its worth.


 


 


 


Concerning the peace treaty between 


the king of England and the King of France.


 


 


1200AD. After the wearisome exhaustion of each king’s army, after many discussions about making 


peace, at length the two kings, treating together reciprocally about a final agreement, drew up a 


peace formula of 


the following nature. Namely that King John quit claimed to the king of France and 


his heirs in perpetuity the whole of the Norman Vexin, with Gisors and the rest of the castles located 


in the Vexin, this land King Henry his father had once given to King L


ouis in return for his assistance 


against King Stephen. King Louis then gave away this land again as a marriage portion with his 


daughter Margaret, whom the young King Henry married. However an exception was made of all the 


land of the archbishop of Rouen;


 


also of the beautiful castle de Faro [Gaillard?] and the island of 


Andelys and Boutavant, which are sited in the aforesaid land of the archbishop, and which King 


Richard had built. Moreover King John gave as a marriage portion with his niece (namely the 


d


aughter of Petit, King of Spain) whom Louis, a young man of nice disposition, the son of King Philip 
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