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	STUDENT ID No.: 2124932

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How effective is todays response policing in preventing, detecting and delivering positive outcomes for crime?
INTRODUCTION:

The proposal of this research is to investigate the effectiveness of modern – day response policing and how the resourcing of policing in 2024 is compared to how it was prior to the 2011 policing budget cuts (HMIC,2011). This project will look to investigate and interrogate statistics from 2010 to 2023 in relation to detections of crimes, outcomes for crimes and operational officers and identify if there is a correlation between the policing resourcing cuts and prevention, detection and outcomes for crimes. 

It is a worthy area of consideration for this dissertation as it is important to ascertain whether policing today is effective at delivering positives outcomes for the public and it’s victims, and if the effects of resourcing cuts in the past decade and a half have had an impact on this effectiveness. The general consensus is that the policing budget cuts of 2011 had a detrimental impact on the Police service (M. Dennett, 2022), and whilst there has been response to this from the government in 2019 by the introduction of ‘The Police Uplift Programme’ (House Of Commons, 2022) which resulted in a goal to increase the policing force by 20,000, There is little information to be found drawing a comparison to how effective this has been in improving the policing service to the public and how it compares prior to the cuts. This project will also look to examine the role of a modern response officer in their ability to carry out their duties and if this has also been impacted as a result of the 2011 cuts.



This will be an 8000 word project.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Outline the effects of 2011 policing budget cuts
· Anaylse statistics from 2010 – 2023 in relation to crime detection and outcome rates
· Explore the restraints on modern day response policing in relation to resourcing





	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Key literature to be utilised as part of the research will be government published information relating to the policing budget cuts such as the ‘Adapting to Austerity’ report (HMIC, 2011) and the responses to it like ‘The Police Uplift Programme’ (House Of Commons, 2022). Analysis and research of statistics relating to crime rates and detections will also be researched through government reports from 2010 (P. Taylor and R. Chaplin) and of 2023 (J. Flatley, 2023). These reports will allow for a comparison to be made to identify if the policing service has been improving year on year and providing suitable outcomes for crimes or if there has been a decrease in service or identifiable trends for particular crimes. With this information, a comparison and discussion can be made to how the budget cuts of 2011 may have had a significant impact on these figures.

Some research already exists that examines the after – effects of the budget cuts such as the paper “Kicking you when you’re already down” (C. Giullietti, 2022) which captures research of the increase of crime from new offenders and sharp increases of crime in deprived areas as a result of the budget cuts.

However, from the research that has been conducted thus far, there appears to be little information to how the resourcing cuts have effected frontline policing directly and the constraints that response have faced as a result of it. Such articles exist that talk about the effects of policing after budget cuts in relation to crime figures and closures of stations (E. Facchetti, 2023) But there appears at this time to be little information from a front-line officers perspective in relation to the after effects of these cuts. This information will be gathered by use of questionnaires sent out to front-line officers to gauge an understanding from a frontline officers perspective.

Research into crewing standard of policing forces will also prove credible in understanding resourcing across the policing service. The crewing of officers is normally reviewed and criticised from the perspective of safety (J.Houdmont, 2019), However these research reports can also provide perspective and suggestion for why more officers are needed to prevent instances of injuries to police. This information and research will help further a conclusion in which more police officers are needed to support modern day policing.

Research will also be drawn from Martin Innes book on Neighbourhood policing (M.Innes, 2020). This book investigates neighbourhood policing and talks about the challenges faced directly in neighbourhood policing as a result of the austerity cuts. Although this project is focused on the effect of response policing, there is certainly some correlation to be found from the findings of this book which will aid this project.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

 Research will be conducted by the interrogation and analysis of statistics of annual crime reports. By doing so, a conclusion can be drawn from the comparison of the statistics to help argue for or against the policing budget having an affect on modern day policing. 

Research will also be drawn from self – generated questionnaires to gather information relevant to the topic from officers currently deployed in the policing service. This will help gather information on the general opinion and consensus of working officers in relation to how effective they feel they are in dealing with crime.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample will be police officers currently in response roles. These will be best suited to gauge their perspectives on their effectiveness to deliver positive outcomes for crimes and if they feel that they are restrained in how well they can deliver this, and if this has any correlation to low levels of staffing or lack of experienced staffing within their given departments.

This sample will be the most appropriate for this Project as it will be gathering information from officers currently deployed in response roles which will give a realistic perspective on their views currently.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
None at this time

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 

Analysis of data – March 2024 till May 2024
Questionnaire submission – June 2024
Analysis of research and findings – July 2024 till August 2024
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