                 About Me
[bookmark: _Int_NPNyq3Lo][bookmark: _Int_1WvZ53sv]My name is Eugenia Elena Neagu, but I prefer to be called Elena. I am 37 years old, married for almost 20 years, and I am a proud mother of two children, Gabriel, who is 17, and Isabel, who is 15. My family is the most important part of my life, and much of my journey so far has been shaped by my desire to give them a better future.
[bookmark: _Int_TjQkcE8U]Since I was a child, I have dreamed of becoming a nurse. I have always enjoyed helping people, listening to them, and communicating with them. Unfortunately, my parents did not have a strong financial situation, so when I was 17, I had the opportunity to move to Spain with my brother to work. At that age, I had to put my dreams aside and start a completely different chapter of my life. I moved to a foreign country where I did not know anyone, I did not speak the language, and I knew little about the culture. I worked hard because I wanted to succeed and build a better life.
After some time, I met my husband, and we started our life together. We soon became a family and had our two children. Once again, my dreams were placed on hold because I decided to dedicate myself to my family and raising my children. I worked hard to provide them with opportunities and a better future than the one I had experienced.
When I was almost 27, we decided to return to Romania. We had already bought a house, and our children were a little older. We wanted to be closer to our families and, especially, we wanted our children to experience having their grandparents nearby during their childhood, something I had not experienced myself. Unfortunately, both my husband and I found it difficult to readapt to life in Romania. Although I managed to complete college, finding a suitable job was difficult.
Eventually, we decided to leave Romania again, this time permanently. We moved to the UK because we believed that our children would have more opportunities here and could develop into independent and successful adults. We went through the COVID-19 pandemic during a difficult period. I had just started working in a care home, and everything was new and frightening. Being far away from our families made the situation even harder. My husband and I worked for the same company, and although we did not have many opportunities for professional development, we focused on becoming good Carer Assistants and providing the best possible care to the people we supported.
In 2026, we decided to take a short holiday to Swansea, Wales, and explore the area. We stayed for five days, but that was enough for all of us to fall in love with the place. On our way home, we asked ourselves whether we could imagine living there, and the answer was a clear yes.
We started looking for a house, jobs, and schools for our children. Everything went smoothly, and at the end of July, we moved permanently to Morriston.
For many years, I believed that my dream of becoming a nurse was no longer possible. Then, one day, a friend sent me a link about this course. I applied, attended the interview, and now I am here at university.
Today, it is finally my time to follow my dream. I want to become a registered nurse, help people, and prove to myself that it is never too late to believe in your dreams.


